
S3: 
Photography 



Learning 
Intentions: 

Success 
Criteria: 

• We will experiment 
with different 
photography 
techniques to create 
photographic self-  
portraits. 

•  I can take self-portrait 
photos using a range  
of techniques. 

•  I can write 
explanations 
explaining each idea. 



Self-portraits 
• A self-portrait is a work of art featuring 

the artist as subject. 
• As artists became more professional 

and independent, during the 
Renaissance period, they began to 
make more self-portraits as a way of 
celebrating their own status and 
individuality. 

• Since self-portraiture has a long history 
in art, it's no surprise that self-portrait  
photographs share some similarities 
with painting. 



Famous Self-portraits 
Van Gogh 

 
Pablo Picasso 
 

Frida Kahlo	



Rembrandt 

• This is self portrait of 
Rembrandt. 

• Does it remind you of 
modern Selfies? - the 
slightly surprised  
expression, open mouth, 
pouty  lips...? 



Selfies 
• Selfie is slang for Self-Portrait. 
• Today, it means a self-portrait taken on a  

mobile device and shared on social 
media. 

•  In 2013, "Selfie" was word of the year in  
the Oxford English Dictionary. 

• Front-facing cameras on smart phones  
and the popularity of social media sites  
like Instagram and Snapchat have 
made the posting of Selfies very 
popular as a form of photographic self-
expression. 



‘From Selfie to Self-
Expression’ 
On 30 March 2017, the 
Saatchi Gallery in London 
launched an exhibition 
entitled ‘From Selfie to Self-
Expression’, claiming it to be 
"the world’s first exhibition 
exploring the history of the 
selfie…’ 



Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 
astronaut Aki  Hoshide – Selfie, 5 

September 2012. 



Selfies 
• How many Selfies do you take a week? 
• What do you do with them? 
•  If you don't take Selfies, why not? 
• What, do you think, is the reason why 

taking Selfies has become so popular? 
•  Is there a downside to the taking and 

sharing of  Selfies? 
• What are the rules or conventions for 

taking a Selfie? Where do these come 
from? Is it OK to  break these rules? 

•  To what extent are Selfies a kind of 
performance? 

• How can Selfies be used positively? 



Reflected Selfie 
Reflected Selfies 
show yourself 
reflected in  
something. 
Does anyone have any  
other ideas of what you  
could photograph your  
reflection in? (that aren’t  
just mirrors) 
Puddles of water, a sink,  
glasses, a window, a 
glass, a pan, a spoon… 



The Obscured Selfie 
Obscured selfies just mean 
to  cover yourself with 
something. This could be 
holding something over your 
face or drawing over the 
photograph afterwards. 



Shadow Selfie 

A shadow selfie is  
taking a photo of 
your shadow 
instead of yourself. 



Mask Selfie 
Mask selfies disguise who you are or 
may make you into someone else. 
Masks have become a huge part of  
our lives, but how could you use  
masks creatively? 



This Weeks Task 
Your task this week is to take 4  
selfies. 
A reflected selfie, an obscured 
selfie, a shadow selfie and a mask  
selfie. 
Write a small explanation of how  you 
came up with your ideas. 
Email your photos and explanation 
to:
Rebecca.1.stewart@whec.edin.sch.uk 
and christina.finch@whec.edin.sch.uk 
If you finish the 4 photos, try the 
same selfie techniques in a  
different way. 



Have a  lovely 
week! 


