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Dear Parent/Carer,  

Welcome to the first Wester Hailes High School newsletter. We 

will aim to send you newsletters frequently from August ‘21 so 

you can see all the things we’re doing in the school. In this 

edition we’re focusing on the Rebrand and Phase 1 

Improvement works to the school and our new Astroturf facility.  

Rebrand  

In 2019, we formed the Wester Hailes Futures Group. This 

group comprised of parents from Canal View, Clovenstone and 

Sighthill primary schools as well as our selves, local councillors, 

and officers from the City of Edinburgh Council. The main aim of 

this group, following consultation with the community, was to 

improve existing provision and perception of our school with the 

first task being to rebrand the school and name to Wester 

Hailes High School. This motion was formally agreed at the 

Children’s and Families Committee on Tuesday 18th May 2021. 

You can see committee papers here  

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?MId=5588&x

=1 

On our website you can see the how our new brand was formed in our 

Wester Hailes High School Brand Book.  

http://www.whec.edin.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/12/WHHS_Brand-Book_Nov-20.pdf 

As well as changing the name and logo we will be changing the signage 

through the school and from wb 2nd August this will appear on the front 

of our school. This is an image of what we might expect our signage to 

look like in August 21(with a new painted front wall).  
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School Tie  

We will also be launching a new tie for session 21-22. After a period of 

consultation and 820 responses from our stakeholders, a shortlist was 

drawn up with 3 options. I am delighted to announce that option 3 

(pictured below) will be our new school tie from August 2021 with 345 

votes. Option 1 was second with 337 of the votes, and Option 2 was 

third with 138.  

 

Phase 1 Building Works  

There are several improvements to the building that have 

started as part of a 43-week programme. Morrison’s 

Construction are our contractors, and they will be working in the 

following areas 

• New toilet facilities  

• New school office space  

• Upgrade to dining areas  

• Upgrade to PE department  

This will inevitably mean a long term period of disruption across the 

school but I’ve been very impressed so far with the communication and 

actions from the City of Edinburgh Council and our contractors.  
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Astroturf   

I’ve saved the best for last! I was delighted to announce the 

opening of our new Astroturf facility in May 2021. This has been 

a personal ambition of mine since I took up post in August 2016 

and the facility provides a safe, secure location for all pupils to 

participate in Physical Education. I know this will have a 

significant impact on the provision for our pupils, the local 

community, and the wider demand across the city of Edinburgh. 

Below is a socially distanced picture of a group of pupils on the 

pitch who had been completing their National 5 assessments 

with Ms Burns (Curriculum Leader) and Mr Clark (Teacher of 

PE). On behalf of us all, we wanted to say a big ‘thank you’ to 

the City of Edinburgh Council for turning our hopes and dreams 

into a reality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


