
Wester Hailes – English Department 

S3 Home Learning Materials 

 

Week beginning 8 March 2021 

 

Hello! These are the worksheets we will be working for the following two 
weeks. I have also uploaded the same materials in your S3 English Teams. You 
can hand in your work as an assignment each week or you can complete the 
tasks on paper, computer, tablet or phone. 

e-mail me a picture when you are finished for marking: 

- Maria.cemborain@whec.edin.sch.uk  

 

 

 

Remember we are also meeting every Tuesday and Thursday P6 in our live 
lessons where I will explain these tasks in detail and you can ask any questions 
you may have. 

You are all doing an amazing job and I am so pleased when I see you every 
week. ☺ 

 

• L.I.: To identify key pieces of information in a text. 
 

 Main ideas help readers remember important 
information. 

 The main idea of a paragraph is what that 
paragraph is about. 
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• The main idea of a paragraph is 
what all the sentences are about.  

• Read the paragraph and ask, 
“What is it about?”  

• Then the main idea answers that 
question.   

 

 

ACTIVITY 1 

Sometimes someone will try to tell you something without coming right out 

and saying it. They will imply it. When you understand what is implied, you 

infer. Sometimes you can infer the truth even when the speaker or writer isn’t 

trying to be helpful. That’s called “reading between the lines.” 

See if you can infer an implied or hidden message in each of the 
following selections. 
 
 

1. Turner almost wished that he hadn’t listened to the radio. He went to the 

closet and grabbed his umbrella. He would feel silly carrying it to the bus stop 

on such a sunny morning. 

What probably happened? 

a. Turner realised that he had an unnatural fear of falling radio parts. 

b. Turner had promised himself to do something silly that morning. 

c. Turner had heard a weather forecast that predicted rain. 

d. Turner planned to trade his umbrella for a bus ride. 

. 



2. Bill and Jessica had almost finished taking turns choosing the players for 

their teams. It was Jessica’s turn to choose, and only Kurt was left. 

Jessica said, “Kurt.”  

We can infer that … 

a.   Kurt is not a very good player. 

b. Jessica was pleased to have Kurt on her team. 

c. Kurt was the best player on either team. 

d. Jessica was inconsiderate of Kurt’s feelings. 

 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

Find the main idea in the paragraph below. Write the main idea in your 

own words in the space provided. 

Elephants are the largest living land mammals. The Asian Elephant, also 

known as the Indian Elephant, can weigh up to 11,000 pounds. The African 

Elephant is even bigger, weighing as much as 20,000 pounds. The elephant’s 

gestation period is 22 months, the longest of any mammal, because baby 

elephants weigh an average of 260 pounds at birth. The largest elephant ever 

measured was 13 feet tall and weighed 24,000 pounds! 

 

 

ACTIVITY 3 

Find the main idea in the following paragraphs and write them in your 

own words. 

 

 “Maria offered to help her mother clean the house. She vacuumed the 

living room and dusted the furniture. She picked up the toys in the 

playroom. Then, she mopped the kitchen floor.”  

Main idea:_________________________________________________ 



 

 “Winter provides the opportunity for many outdoor activities. 

Many people enjoy ice skating on a pond.  Skiing can be a thrilling experience 

too. After a new snowfall, you can even build a snowman!” 

Main idea:_________________________________________________ 

 

“The rain forest is home to many creatures. Monkeys, toucans and 

macaws live in the rain forest. Butterflies and anteaters also live in the 

rain forest.”  

Main idea:_________________________________________________ 

 “Football players learn many skills when playing football. They 

learn how to dribble and pass the ball. They also learn how to control the 

ball so they can eventually score. Most importantly, football players learn 

how to work together with their teammates.”  

Main idea:_________________________________________________ 

 

ACTIVITY 4 

Which statement is the main idea? 

 Which statements are the supporting details? 

 If you need a guard dog, dachshunds are great at barking at suspicious 

sounds.  

Dachshunds have many great qualities that make them the ideal pet. 

Most dachshunds are lovable, loyal, and playful.  

Dachshunds don’t shed very much, so they are easy to clean up after. 

Main idea:_____________________________________ 

Supporting details:_______________________________ 



 

 

 

 

Many different shapes are considered quadrilaterals. A quadrilateral is 

any shape that has 4 sides.  

Squares, rectangles, rhombi, and trapezoids are some examples of 

quadrilaterals.  

Pentagons, hexagons, and octagons are not considered quadrilaterals 

because they do not have 4 sides. 

Main idea:_____________________________________ 

Supporting details:_______________________________ 

 

Dogs benefit humans in many ways.  
First, dogs often act as companions, giving their owners love and 
attention. This is why they are called “Man’s Best Friend.”  
Next, they protect their owner’s property. For example, they protect 
homes and work sites.  
They also work as seeing eye dogs, assisting the blind. For instance, they 
can assist the blind person with crossing the street safely or 
maneuvering through a crowded store. 
Moreover, they assist paraplegics by fetching their owners needed item. 
A case in point is my friend, Bob, who has a golden retriever that trails 
him all day long, picking up dropped items, such as his pens, and 
fetching things, such as the newspaper, that Bob needs. 
 

Main idea:_____________________________________ 

Supporting details:_______________________________ 

 



CONTEXT 

What do we mean by context? 

It is unlikely you will know what every word in a piece of writing means sometimes you 

will need to guess what a word means from its context. Context means the words 

nearby in the sentence or paragraph. 

What you have to do is look for clues in the words or sentences around the word you 

don’t understand. 

How to answer questions on context  

Say what the word means and explain how the context helped you work out the 

meaning. 

Example  

Ryan was reluctant to be the captain of the school football team. He wasn’t keen to take 

charge of the team and didn’t want to be the person who people would blame if the 

team wasn’t successful. 

Question 

Say what reluctant means and quote the words that helped you work out what it meant. 

Answer 

‘Wasn’t keen’ and ‘didn’t want’ tell us that reluctant means he was unwilling to be 

captain. 

 

 

ACTIVITY 5 

 Read the sentences below and underline the answer which means the 

same in bold type. 

The first one has been done for you. 

1. Those scientists want to hear what the top professor 

thinks about their theory because he is the foremost 

expert in the subject. 



a) The first or main one 

b) Craziest  

c) Least informed 

d) Loudest 

 

 

2. Poor farmer Craig labours sixteen hours a day and never has time for a 

holiday. Everyone deserves at least one day a week for rest 

and relaxation. 

a) Plays 

b) Eats a lot 

c) Works hard 

d) Works for the government 

 

3. It’s not that I'm unfriendly, but sometimes I want 

to leave society behind and be alone for a while. 

a) people living as members of a group 

b) Homes with messy floors 

c) The fastest runners 

d) People who save money 

 

4. Our new burglar alarm system will wake up the entire neighbourhood if 

an intruder gets in the house. 

An intruder is someone who 

a) Paints or repairs old buildings 

b) Refuses to wear shoes 

c) Goes where they are not wanted or allowed 

d) Is very noisy 

 

 



ACTIVITY 6 

For each question, write what the word in bold type means and quote (copy 

down) the word(s) that helped you to work out the meaning. 

1. Ryan had to put his sunglasses on because the rays of the sun were so 

dazzling, they hurt his eyes. 

‘dazzling’ means 

______________________________________________________________ 

Quote: 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Unlike her older sister Tascha, who stayed out all hours of the night, 

Leoni obediently followed all her parents’ rules and came in on time. 

‘obediently’ means 

______________________________________________________________ 

Quote: 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. If a wolf refuses to help its pack hunt, they do not want it with them, so 

it becomes an outcast and must go on alone. 

‘outcast’ means 

______________________________________________________________ 

Quote: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



4. Life in the trenches was often squalid because when it rained the trenches filled with 

water, making them muddy and filthy. 

‘squalid’ means 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Quote: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. On the way to her room after having been grounded, Tammy murmured something 

under her breath. 

‘murmured’ means 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Quote: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ACTIVITY 7 

 

‘Words From Context’ Questions 

How does the context of the underlined word help you to understand its meaning? 

 

How to answer 

Step 1: 

Explain the meaning of the word. 

Step 2: 

Quote a word or phrase from the rest of the text which shows how this 
meaning is made clear. 
 

1. She thought the desk was beautiful and was transfixed by the elaborate 

swirling designs carved delicately into the wooden surface. 

“elaborate”means… 



 

2. She stroked his weak hand with her thumb and her dulcet voice sang 

softly to him.  

“dulcet” means… 

 

3. They held hands as they walked down the street, their fingers 

interlocked tightly.  

“interlocked” means… 

4. The shoes were beautiful – but extortionate. There was no way she 

would be able to afford them so she glumly replaced them onto the 

shelf. 

“extortionate” means… 

 

 

5. Her father was a skilled miner and had overseen the works at the colliery 

since she was a young girl. He always came home from work black from 

head to toe. 

“colliery” means… 

 

6. She was always a good swimmer as her body seemed to have a natural 

disposition towards buoyancy. Even when she forgot to kick her legs or 

flail her arms, she still did not sink. 

“buoyancy” means… 

 

7. The soldiers were known for their extreme barbarity and cases of 

torture, brutal rape and murder were not uncommon. 

“barbarity” means… 

 

8. It was decided that their plans for a holiday to Southern France were 

untenable as it was too costly, involved too complex a travel route and 

would take too long to plan properly. 

“untenable” means 

 

9. The communication lines had seemingly been sabotaged by the enemy. 

The wires had been cut and doused in petrol before being set on fire. 



“sabotaged” means… 

 

10. Their house was like a menagerie – they had a parrot, two rabbits, a 

guinea pig, three cocker spaniels, a kitten and a coop of chickens. 

“menagerie” means… 

 

 


