
S2 Animal Rights Unit 

 

Remote learning week beginning 29/03/21 

 

 

Learning Intention  

To explore religious responses to an ethical issue.   

 

Success criteria  

I can: 

• Describe Christian beliefs about animals. 

• Describe how Christians put their beliefs into 

practice. 

• Use scripture to develop my understanding of a 

religious response.  

 

Starter 

 

1. create a mind map with all the different ways people use 

animals. 

2. Rank the uses in order most ethical to least.  

(For example, most being 5 and least being 1) 

 

 

 

Creation and Genesis 

 

Before we can understand the different Christian viewpoints, we need to 

know the teachings found in the Bible.  

 

On day six of creation, God made human beings and said this: 

 

“Fill the earth and subdue it, have dominion over the fish in the sea, the 

birds of the air and every living thing that moves on the earth.”  

Genesis 1:28 
 

Task 1 

What do you think this passage is telling humans to do with animals? 

 

 

Key words 

Genesis  

Interpretation 

Stewardship  



There are two key words in this passage that help us to understand what 

is being said. Those words are: 

1. Subdue  

2. Dominion  

 

To subdue means to bring something under control.  

To have dominion also means to control something.  

 

We can now put this together and see that in this passage, God is telling 

humans that they will have control over the animals! 

 

How do Christians interpret this? 

 

Many traditional Christians believe that God put animals on Earth to be 

used by humans for food, entertainment, companionship, and clothes.  

 

But this is not the case for all Christians. Many modern Christians would 

argue that God loves all of His creation and we should avoid harming 

animals. 

They do not see dominion as allowing us to harm animals for our use, but 

for us to care and respect animals instead.  

 

Task 2 

Think back to the way we use animals. From the list below, which one 

would be supported by modern Christians and why.  

• Animal testing 

• Zoos 

• Entertainment  

• Food 

 

 

 

 



Stewardship 

Stewardship is an important belief in Christianity! 

 

 

God has given humans the right to use animals for their survival, but they 

are expected to do so humanely and sustainably. With this power and 

privilege comes the responsibility to exercise it with care. 

 

Task 3 

First, you are going to click on this link: What does this mean in practice? 

- Animal rights - GCSE Religious Studies Revision - BBC Bitesize 

Next you are going to answer the following questions: 

1. what is the guiding principle that guides Christians about animal rights? 

2. What does it mean that humans have a special role in creation? 

3. what ways can humans use animals? 

4. how do Christians apply this to: 

• Diet 

• Slaughter of animals 

• Animal experiments 

5. write down three things’ Christians are against because of their belief 

of stewardship. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgvrq6f/revision/6#:~:text=For%20most%20Christians%2C%20the%20guiding,and%20all%20life%20on%20it.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgvrq6f/revision/6#:~:text=For%20most%20Christians%2C%20the%20guiding,and%20all%20life%20on%20it.


Finally, you are going to make a leaflet (or PPT/poster) about Christian 

views on animal rights.  

Things to include: 

• Teachings found in the Bible. 

• Traditional Christian views. 

• Modern Christian views. 

• Their belief about stewardship. 

• How they put their belief into practice. 


