
Miss MacFadyen S2 

 

S2 Home Learning Materials 

Week beginning 8th March and 15th March 

 

Please complete the tasks in the booklet over the course of the next 

2 weeks.  

 

You can answer on paper/computer/tablet.  

 

You can upload your work to the assignments section on teams or E-

mail a picture or word document to your teacher when you are 

finished for marking:  

iona.1.macfadyen@whec.edin.sch.uk 
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 The Star -  Alasdair Gray 

 
A star had fallen beyond the horizon, in Canada perhaps. (He had an aunt in Canada.) 
The second was nearer, just beyond the iron works, so he was not surprised when the 
third fell into the backyard. A flash of gold light lit the walls of the enclosing tenements 
and he heard a low musical chord. The light turned deep red and went out, and he 
knew that somewhere below a star was cooling in the night air. Turning from the 
window he saw that no-one else had noticed. At the table his father, thoughtfully 
frowning, filled in a football coupon, his mother continued ironing under the pulley with 
its row of underwear. He said in a small voice, "A’m gawn out. “ 

His mother said, "See you’re no’ long then.“  

He slipped through the lobby and onto the stairhead, 
banging the door after him. 

 

The stairs were cold and coldly lit at each landing by a 
weak electric bulb. He hurried down three flights to the 
black silent yard and began hunting backward and 
forward, combing with his fingers the lank grass round 
the base of the clothes-pole. He found it in the midden on 
a decayed cabbage leaf. It was smooth and round, the 
size of a glass marble, and it shone with a light which 
made it seem to rest on a precious bit of green and yellow 
velvet. He picked it up. It was warm and filled his cupped 
palm with a ruby glow. He put it in his pocket and went 
back upstairs. 

 
The night in bed he had a closer look. He slept with his 
brother who was not easily wakened. Wriggling carefully 
far down under the sheets, he opened his palm and 
gazed. The star shone white and blue, making the space 
around him like a cave in an iceberg. He brought it close 
to his eye. In its depth was the pattern of a snow-flake, 
the grandest thing he has ever seen. He looked through 
the flake’s crystal lattice into an ocean of glittering blue-
black waves under a sky full of huge galaxies. He heard a remote lulling sound like the 
sound in a sea-shell, and fell asleep with the star safety clenched in his hand. 

 
He enjoyed it for nearly two weeks, gazing at it each night below the sheets, 
sometimes seeing the snow-flake, sometimes a flower, jewel, moon or landscape. At 
first he kept it hidden during the day but soon took to carrying it about with him; the 
smooth rounded gentle warmth in his pocket gave comfort when he felt insulted or 
neglected. 
 

At school one afternoon he decided to take a quick look. He was at the back of the 
classroom in a desk by himself. The teacher was among the boys at the front row and 



all heads were bowed over books. Quickly he brought out the star and looked. It 
contained an aloof eye with a cool green pupil which dimmed and trembled as if seen 
through water. 
 

"'What have you there, Cameron? “ 

He shuddered and shut his hand. 

"Marbles are for the playground, not for the classroom. You’d better give it to me. “ 

"I cannae, sir. “ 

"I don’t tolerate disobedience, Cameron. Give me that thing.“ 
 

The boy saw the teacher’s face above him, the mouth opening and shutting under a 
clipped moustache. Suddenly he knew what to do and put the star in his mouth and 
swallowed.  

As the warmth sank toward his heart he felt relaxed and at ease. The teacher’s face 
moved into the distance. Teacher, classroom, world receded like a rocket into a 

                                         warm, easy blackness leaving behind  
                                                      a trail of glorious stars, 
                                                         and he was one  
                                                               of them. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 ‘The Star’ Critical Essay Skills 

 
Writing Summaries  

 

We are going to write a summary to show our knowledge of the story.  

 

Firstly, though, we are going to revise a few elements of formal 

writing. So, in our writing these are some elements alongside spelling, 

grammar and punctuation that we want to use correctly.  

 

Paragraphs: Usually a few sentences that are connected by the same 

idea. When you take a new paragraph, you would take a new line.  

 

Topic sentence: Usually the first sentence in a paragraph where you 

make it clear what the rest of the paragraph I going to be about.  

 

For example:  

 

First of all, Alasdair Gray was born in Glasgow in 1934… (This 

could be a topic sentence that starts a paragraph about Gray’s 

childhood.)  

 

Also, Gray was not just a writer but an artist too. (This could 

start a paragraph on his artwork.)  

 

Connectives: A connective is a word that joins one part of a text to 

another.  

 

For example: and, but and because. We use connectives for 

different reasons. Here are some reasons and related 

connectives below:  

 



 
 

Task 1 : Summary  

 

Now that we’ve revised some of these aspects of extended and formal 

writing, we will write a 100-word summary of the story.  

 

Instructions:  

• A summary is just a short description of the main points and/or 

events in your own words. You do not need to discuss details. 

Write in 3 paragraphs explaining what happens at the start, 

middle and end.  

• Use topic sentences (At the start of the story, ‘The Star’, we 

are introduced to a boy called Cameron.)  

• Use connectives to join ideas and write longer sentences. 

 

At the start of the story 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

In the middle of the story 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

At the end of the story 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 



Task 2: Finding Evidence 

 

Question: Explain how the writer helps us imagine a specific setting 

in the story. 

 

Task 1: Find 4 pieces of evidence from the passage that clearly show 

us something about the setting of the story. Evidence is a quotation 

from the story that tells us something about where or when the story 

is set. Some examples have been underlined in the story to help you.  

 

For example: ‘Just beyond the ironworks’ 

 

First find two pieces of evidence which help us to work out that the 

story is set in Glasgow/Scotland. 

 

1. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

2. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

Now find 1 piece of evidence that suggest that the story is set in 

the past.  

 



3. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

Now find one piece of evidence that suggests that story may not 

be set in the real world.  

 

4. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3: Now, for each example you choose above, explain what this 

helps us to work out about the setting. 

 

For example: ‘Just beyond the ironworks’. This suggests that Cameron 

lives a poorer area of Glasgow and that the air quality will not be great 

because of the chimneys pouring out smoke from them. This helps us 

to understand the story is set in the past.  

 

1. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________



_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

2. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

3. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

4. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

__________________________ 

 

 

 

  



Critical Essay Planning 

 

It is now time to show our understanding of the story we have studied. 

You will be given a question to answer and you do so by writing an 

introduction, four paragraphs and a conclusion. 

 

Task 4: Critical Essay Introductions 

 

The first paragraph is always called in introduction. This should 

include: 

• Title 

• Author 

• Reference to the essay task/question 

(Your task is to explain how the author helps us imagine a 

specific setting.) 

• Summary of the main events. 

 

Complete the introduction below: 

The short story __________________________ is written by 

______________. It is a story about _______________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________.

In this essay I will explain how the author ___________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

 

 

 

Task 5: Planning PEEL Paragraphs 

 

For our paragraphs, we use the acronym PEEL. 

 

Point – Make a point about the setting 

 

Evidence – A quotation from the story 



 

Explanation – Explain what the quote tells us about the setting of the 

story and how it does this.  

 

Link to Question – How this quotation links back to the question we 

are answering 

 

 

Our question for the essay is: 

 

Explain how the writer helps us imagine a specific setting in the 

story. 

 

We now need to plan our paragraphs. We do this by using the 

information we have gathered on the previous tasks in this booklet 

and creating a table for each paragraph.  

 

I have completed the first one for you: 

 

Paragraph 1  

Point 

 

 

At the very start of the story, 

the reader is told about the area 

that Cameron lives in. 

Evidence 

(Quote) 

 

 

“Just beyond the ironworks.” 

Explanation 

 

 

The description of Cameron’s 

neighbourhood, lets the reader 

know that he is a poor part of the 

city. Here he will have to deal 

with a lot of noise and air 

pollution.  



Link to Question 

 

 

This tells the reader that the 

story is set in the past, when the 

city air was much more polluted.  

 

 

 

Paragraph 2  

Point 

 

 

 

The writer makes it clear the 

story is set in Glasgow through… 

Evidence 

(Quote) 

 

 

For example: 

Explanation 

 

 

 

 

Link to Question 

 

 

 

In this paragraph I have shown 

how the buildings described help 

is to imagine the setting is 

Glasgow. 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3  

Point 

 

 

 

 

The writer also uses dialect to 

show the story is set in Glasgow. 

Evidence 

(Quote) 

 

For example: 



 

 

 

Explanation 

 

 

 

 

Link to Question 

 

 

 

 

In this paragraph I have shown 

how the way the character speak 

make it clear the story is set in 

Glasgow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 4  

Point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some things that happen in the 

story might make us think it is 

not set in the real world. 

 

Evidence 

(Quote) 

 

 

 

 

For example: 

Explanation 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Link to Question 

 

 

 

 

 

In this paragraph I have shown… 

 

 

 

 

 


