
WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA? 

 

Having a good idea has a lot to do with being 

enterprising. Many ideas people have had over the 

years have led to our lives being changed quite a lot, 

although some ideas have sunk without a trace. 

 

 

EXAMPLE 

 

It is not enough to think that something is a good idea — others may not agree 

with you. It is therefore important to do market research. This is a process 

where consumers are asked for their opinions on a product, whether they would 

buy it and what they would do to improve it! 

 

We often use the expression 'best thing 

since sliced bread'. Before ready-sliced 

bread was available in shops, it would have 

been sliced at home — and that was not 

nearly as convenient. Someone came up with 

the idea of selling bread cut into slices and 

consumers loved it! 

 

However, not every idea is so well received. 

In 1985, Sir Clive Sinclair launched the C5, a 

battery-assisted tricycle steered by handles 

on either side of the driver's seat. Its top 

speed was 15 miles per hour. The fact that it 

was affordable was not enough to stop this 

vehicle from being unpopular with consumers. 

Very few were sold and the C5 was withdrawn 

from the market. 

 

 

  



The form shown below is called a questionnaire. Consumers may be asked to fill 

in questionnaires to give their opinions. 

 

 

 
 

TASK 1 

 

The manager of Thrifty Shopper thinks that the shop would be more popular 

if improvements were made to four areas.   

 

Suggest what these four areas might be. 

 

  



TASK 2 

 

Suggest how the questionnaire could be made easier to answer. Key in a new 

questionnaire taking into account your improvements. 

 

 

TASK 3 

 

You have had an idea to buy an ice cream van to sell ice cream, sweets and other 

snacks around your local area. You have decided to create a questionnaire to be 

answered by local people to help you find out if your idea is a sound one. 

 

Write down some questions you would include in your questionnaire. 

 

 

TASK 4 

 

Make a list of items you would stock in your ice cream van which you think 

would be popular with consumers. 

 

 

Task 5 

 

Make a list of items suitable to be sold from a vending machine. 

 

 

TOP TIP - Recycling is a great idea for the environment - and for our pockets. 

 

 

  



DID YOU KNOW 

 

American Jimmy Wales is the founder of Wikipedia, the 

free-to-use online encyclopaedia website. Anyone can 

contribute their knowledge to Wikipedia and the site has 

become extremely popular since its creation in 2001. 

 

Although the site was never created as a profit-making enterprise, it is widely 

acknowledged to be a great idea and a valued resource for many web users. 

 

 

TASK 6 

 

Do you think Jimmy Wales allowing Wikipedia to be free was a good idea, justify 

your answer. 

 

 

BUSINESS IN OUR LIVES 

 

Every day when walking along our local high street we will probably see 

businesses which are very familiar to us. However, we may be surprised to 

see the same business on another high street, in another town. 

 

 This may be explained by the fact that businesspeople 

with good ideas can sell the right to another person to 

trade under the business name. 

For example, Baguette Express is a takeaway business 

specialising in health food. It started in the Scottish 

Borders, but now has branches that operate in Edinburgh 

and Glasgow, this is called franchising. 

 

 

TASK 7 

 

List 5 potential franchise businesses that you may have visited in Edinburgh. 

 


