
Innovation 
 

The word innovation is often misunderstood. A person might come up with a good 

idea and that idea might be called 'innovative'. However, to understand the 

word fully, we have to recognise that it means more than simply having a good 

idea. 

 

 
 

Example 

 

It used to be that air travel was beyond the budget of many people. Reaching a 

destination by plane was regarded as 'luxury travel'. However, in recent years, 

this belief has been challenged by various airlines. Why should air travel be so 

much different from bus travel? 

 

Low budget airlines like Easyjet and 

Ryanair brought change to air travel. 

 

A passenger can book online and it is 

no longer necessary to have a ticket. 

Only a booking code is needed to 

check in for a flight. 



At one time, it might have been unthinkable to get on a plane without having an 

allocated seat. However, the low budget airlines have changed all that. 

Passengers simply check in, then board the plane and find a seat. You even check 

in online. 

 

This change of approach to air travel is, without doubt, innovative. Reduced costs 

have meant cheaper flights for passengers, opening up air travel to a much wider 

group of people. The idea to make the changes has led to a big change in travel 

worldwide. 

 

Some people might argue that, to be innovative, it is necessary to 'make things 

better'. However, what might seem like an improvement to one person may be 

quite the opposite to someone else. For example, many people argue that 

encouraging more people to fly is not a good thing, believing it is harmful to the 

environment. 

 

Perhaps we can agree that, if an idea has been brought to life and, as a result, 

the world has changed, in a big or a small way, this can be described as 

'innovation'. 

 

Being innovative helps us make the best use of the world's scarce resources 

 

  



TASK 1 

 

Being innovative is not just being 

inventive. However, the work of the 

inventors listed below has made a 

huge difference to our modern world, 

look at the table below and match 

each inventor with their inventions.  

 

Inventors Inventions 

John Boyd Dunlop Pioneering work in diseases like Parkinson's 

Alexander Graham Bell Discovered penicillin 

Alexander Fleming Invented the first waterproof raincoat 

Ian Wilmut Invented the telephone 

Charles Macintosh Invented the modern tyre 

 

TASK 2 

 

Use the Internet or other sources, find out about 

three other inventors whose innovation has changed our 

lives.  State their name, what they invented and when.  

 

 

TASK 3 

 

Choose an everyday laboursaving device. This can be as big as 

a lawn-mower or as small as a garlic crusher.  

 

Explain why this device has made such a difference to our lives.  

 

  



TASK 4 

 

Innovation does not just mean inventing useful devices. 

Innovation can mean a change in the way we think or act. Look at 

the example shown below. After reading about Robert Owen, 

state reasons why output in his mill may have risen as a result of 

his reforms. 

 

DID YOU KNOW 

 

Robert Owen became a 

partner in a cotton mill in 

New Lanark in 1800. He 

introduced a series of 

changes to improve the 

quality of life for his 

workers. 

 

Schools were high on Owen's list, including — for the first time — nursery 

education. Owen also banned child labour which, until then, had been acceptable. 

 

Owen also ran the village store for the benefit of the community. Prices were 

kept low and this was recognised as the very beginnings of the co-operative 

movement. 

 

OUR EVERYDAY LIVES: 

 

In our country nowadays, most people own a mobile phone. However, this might 

not have been the case had it not been for the work of Scot, James Clerk 

Maxwell. He was a brilliant physicist and mathematician who carried out 

pioneering work in electromagnetics in the 19th Century. Without this, we would 

not have mobile phones and other technology that we depend on so much in our 

modern age. 

 

“Keep your fears to yourself, but share your inspiration with others.” 

Robed Louis Stevenson 


