
To start: if this is the answer, what 
is the question
E.g. Luther – Who nailed his thesis against the catholic church on 
Wittenberg cathedral?

Leith, Edinburgh

John Knox

Francis II, Dauphin of France

Elizabeth I



TITLE – MARY’S RULE

• LI: To understand troubles Mary faced in her 
early years as Queen of Scotland.

• SC: I can describe why Mary may have been 
unhappy in Scotland.

• I can explain why Mary faced opposition from 
Scottish nobles.



The Background

• Mary arrived from France back 
to Scotland as the 
Reformation was in full swing. 

• John Knox, Scotland’s leading 
Church reformer, feared 
Mary as she was a Catholic.

• The main Scottish lords had 
converted to the new Church 
and many were suspicious of 
how Mary would deal with the 
religious divide that now 
separated the country.



Task

Create your own table like the one below.

Read through the next 3 slides. 

Sort the information into two categories; reason’s Mary would be a successful 
ruler or a failed ruler

Successful in Scotland Fail in Scotland



Sort through the following information to put 
it into your table. The first one is highlighted. 

Reasons 
for 

failure

• Since 1560 Scotland had become officially a Protestant 
nation and though Mary was greeted warmly by the 
citizens of Edinburgh, many Scottish leaders were openly 
hostile to Mary’s Catholicism.

• In her absence the Protestant lords had banded together, 
calling themselves the Lords of the Congregation. 

• Moreover, Scotland had only ever had one other queen, 
Margaret, the ‘maid of Norway’ and she never set foot on 
mainland Scotland, dying en route in Orkney. 

• Mary needed to win the support of influential 
Scottish lords and also recognised the value of 
gaining the loyalty of ordinary Scots. 



Reason for 
success –

trustworthy?

• Mary refused to give up her claim to the English 
throne which angered the protestants. 

• Mary also continued to practise the Catholic 
religion while Queen, and regularly attended mass. 
However, she followed her religion in private and 
did not force her religion on the people of 
Scotland. 

• She also took the advice of the Protestant lords 
and gave these men important positions in her 
Government. 

• Mary’s half-brother, James Stewart, the Earl of 
Moray, was the most powerful Protestant lord in 
Scotland. Mary trusted her brother, and he was 
one of her leading advisors in this period of her 
reign. James helped and guided Mary in making 
the best choices for the kingdom.



Reasons 
for 

success 
– strong 
leader 

• In the summer of 1562 she successfully crushed the 
rebellious Earl of Huntly, a staunch Catholic who objected 
to Mary’s tolerant approach to Protestantism. 

• Her strategy of showing her face to the population of 
Scotland, combined with her personal charisma, worked in 
her favour in the first years of her reign and she soon 
enjoyed widespread popular support. 

• Mary was sporting tartan when she visited the Highlands 
and enjoyed harp music and bardic poetry. She was even 
willing to listen to the bagpipes. 

• Her appearances at the Court of Sessions and her 
demands that they sit more frequently to hear the cases 
of poor people increased her popularity and gave the lie 
to Knox’s claims that she was only interested in frivolous 
matters. 

• She even managed the deft balancing act of playing off 
the Scottish lords against each other.



Task

Review your columns.

Is one column more full than the 
other?

Summarise whether you believe 
Mary will make a good ruler using 
two examples from your table.

I believe Mary would have made a 
successful ruler because…

An example of this is when Mary … 

Successful 
in Scotland

Fail in 
Scotland



To finish

Write a sentence 
describing why 
Mary had a 
difficult time 
ruling Scotland.

01
Now try and do it 
in 3 words.

02
Now do it in one 
word.

03


