
Starter:
Complete the 
crossword.
Write the 

words down 
on 

paper/word 
document.



• Learning Intentions:

• To understand why Mary moved to 
France and back again.

• Success criteria

• To be able to explain why Mary 
returned to Scotland.

• . To make links between the causes 
and effect of Mary’s movements and 
decisions.



The power of 
marriage.

Politics and marriage have 
been intertwined for 
hundreds of years. 

It is then no surprise that 
Mary’s marriage was a key 
political move.



Refresh: The choice

Mary had 2 potential suiters:

Prince Edward, son of Henry 
VII of England and Jane 
Seymour.

Dauphin Francois II, son of 
Henry II of France and 
Catherine De Medici.



Reminder:

To end English interference 
in Scottish affairs and protect 
the kingdom’s independence an 
agreement was reached with 
the French king for Mary to 
marry his son, Francis, the 
Dauphin of France. 

The Treaty of Haddington, as 
it became known, ensured 
that Mary and Scotland had 
a secure future. 

Mary left Scotland on August 
7, 1548 to begin her life at 
the court of King Henry II of 
France.



Life in France

Mary was given a privileged 
position in the French Court.

Mary was educated alongside 
Francois and she learned many of 
the skills required to be a good 
and just ruler as an adult. 

She became fluent in French, 
Greek, Latin and Italian as well 
as a skilled embroiderer and keen 
sportswoman. 



Life in France

Mary married Francis on April 
24, 1558 and a year later after 
the death of his father, King 
Henry, she became Queen of 
France.



Tragedy strikes

 After a year of 
marriage, 
Frances, a sickly 
boy all his life, 
dies of an ear 
infection.



Catherine de Medici became regent for her younger son, 
Charles IX. 
Keen to secure the position of her own children, Catherine 
made sure that Mary could not remain in France.
Mary then made preparations to return north to Scotland.

Mary would leave Calais for Leith on 14th August, 1561.



Mary’s return

 Mary’s arrival in Scotland was underwhelming as an 
unexpectedly fast passage meant she arrived sooner 
than the lords of Scotland had prepared for.

 It was a misty and grey morning when her ships arrived 
at Leith, and she had to be entertained in a local 
merchant’s house while transport was found to take her 
to the palace at Holyrood. 

 This delay enabled word to spread and on her entry into 
Edinburgh crowds lined the street and cheered her and 
her retinue as it passed.



Task: Cause 
and effect

 Complete the cause and effect 
worksheet outlining Mary’s return 
to Scotland.

 You should include:

 Reasons for leaving Scotland

 Marriage

 Reasons for returning to Scotland



To finish

 Write a headline and short 
introduction paragraph 
announcing Mary’s arrival in 
Edinburgh.

 Include:

 Date

 Weather

 Place names

 Reaction 


