
Business Week begin 15 Feb – Small Business 

 

Learning Intention: 

• To understand the importance of small businesses 

 

Success Criteria: 

• To know what a small business is 

• To be able to state a feature of a small business 

 

Lesson Information 

The lesson contains text and questions on the above topic 

 

Pupil Task:  

• Read each section of text. 

• Answer the questions that relate to the text. 

• Answer the extension tasks 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Business 

 

It may surprise youo to know that many of our 

businesses her is Scotland are “small businesses”, 

often employing fewer than 25 people.  However 

many  of these small businesses are successful and 

contributre to our economy. 

 

Question 1 

 

State one way to recognize a business as “small”. 

 



Case Study 

 

In the late 19th century, husband and wife 

Lucan and Anastasia Scappaticcio arrived in 

Scotland from Casino in Italy seeking a 

better life. 

 

After initially working as a barber, Luca 

became a pastry chef in a large hotel in 

Edinburgh, it was during this time that Luca 

learned to make ice-cream. 

 

By 1908, Lucan and his wife had saved up money to open a business.  Believing Scappaticcio to 

be to difficult for their Scottish customers to pronounce, they opened Luca’s ice cream shop in 

Musselburgh East Lothian. 

 

Their experience in business was not easy.  Luca and Anastasia 

walked over 10 kilometres from their home in Edinburgh to 

Musselburgh every morning and the same distance home again 

every evening. 

 

Despite their sons joining the British Army during World War II, 

Luca was sent to the Isle of Man, as an enemy alien, and his wife 

and youngest son were sent to Peebles.  Their daughters ran the 

shop during this difficult period. 

 

The family came through this time and today their Musselburgh shop is not the only one.  In 

addition to having two Edinburgh shops, Luca’s has vans which operate around Eat Lothian and 

in particular North Berwick.  Holidaymakers flock to East 

Lothian seaside town in the summer and throughout the year.  

Towns all around Eat Lothian look forward to the familiar sight 

of a Luca’s van. 

 

Luca’s ice cream is adored in East Lothian and Edinburgh.  This 

successful family business looks set to continue well into the 

future. 

 



Luca’s ice cream has certainly grown but in comparison to Ben and Jerry’s, it is still a relatively 

small business.  However, as Luca’s has proven, a small business can be – and often are – very 

successful. 

 

Question 2 

 

a) Who started the ice cream business known as “Luca’s”? 

b) What country did they come from? 

c) Where did Luca learn to make ice cream? 

d) Who also worked in the business during World War II? 

e) How long has Luca’s been trading? 

f) Where are you able to buy a Luca’s ice cream? 

g) Why do you think Luca’s ice cream is popular in North Berwick? 

 

Question 3 

 

Luca’s ice cream is sold from vans.  Can you list 5 other items you can buy from a van. 

 

Question 4 

 

a) Why might a businessperson use a van rather than a shop to run their business from? 

b) Give an advantage and a disadvantage of using a van for your business. 

 

Question 5 

 

List 5 businesses in your local area that you would class as small and state your reason why. 

 

 

 

 


