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UNIT: THE USA 

 

 

At the end of this unit you will be able to: 

 

• compare and contrast two world ideologies to express an informed view on 

how ideology affects the lives of people. (SOC 4-17c) 

• use your knowledge of current social, political or economic issues to 

interpret evidence and present an informed view. (SOC3-15a) 

• understand the arrangements for political decision making at different 

levels and the factors which shape these arrangements. (SOC3-18a) 

• explain why a group you have identified might experience inequality and 

suggest ways in which this inequality might be addressed. (SOC3-16a) 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE USA 

 

The USA is roughly the fourth largest country in the world after Russia, China 

and Canada. It has an area of 9,857,000 square kilometres. It is roughly two 

and a half times the size of the European Union. The entire UK would fit into 

the state of Texas alone.  

 

If you were to travel from New York on the east coast to San Francisco on the 

west coast you would pass through four different time zones. Each time you 

passed through a time zone you would have to set your watch back one hour.  

During this unit we will cover a wide range of topics.  

 

 you will complete a research activity at home, and during class we will learn: 

• How to describe the people of the USA 

• What is meant by the term stereotype and how these affect American 

citizens 

• What kind of government the USA has and how it is run 

• How Terrorism has affected the USA 

• How to explain the many inequalities that are faced by many American 

citizens 
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There are 50 states which make up the USA. Each state is very different in 

terms of size, population, history and climate. For example, the Northern 

States of Minnesota and Wisconsin have a colder climate in comparison to the 

southern states of New Mexico, Texas and Florida. 

 

The USA is also one of the most populated countries in the world with a 

population of just over 319 million (in 2015). As a result, there are great 

variations in how people live, their wealth and overall quality of life. New York is 

the most populous city in the USA with a population of over 8.4 million (in 2015). 

The flag of the USA is called the Stars and Stripes. It has 50 stars and 

thirteen stripes. Each star represents one of the fifty states and each of the 

stripes represents one of the original thirteen colonies.  
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The capital city of the USA is Washington D.C. This is where the main 

government buildings are located, such as the White House (where the 

President lives) and the Capitol Building (where laws are made). 

 

 
 

The current President of the United States is Joe Biden, who is also a member 

of the Democratic Party. The other main political party in the USA is the 

Republican Party. 

 

TASKS 

1. Copy and complete the table below in your jotters or download booklet 

from Teams and type on: 

Area:                                                                                                             

 

Population:                                                                                                     

 

Largest city:                                                                                                  

 

Number of time zones:                                                                                  

 

2. Explain why the American Flag has 50 stars and 13 stripes on it. 

 

3. Which two states are separated from the rest of the USA? 

 

4. When it is 2 o’clock in Las Vegas, what is the time in: 

a) Chicago   b) Miami 

 

5. What is the capital city of the USA and is it on the east or west coast of 

the country? 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People of the USA today 

 

The population of the USA is made up of many different ethnic groups and 

cultures.  English is the main language, but many people have a different 

language as their first language.   

 

An ethnic group is a term to define a group of people who share a common and 

distinctive racial, national, religious, linguistic or cultural heritage. An ethnic 

minority group is an ethnic group who are not the largest, most dominant group 

of the population. 

 

The main ethnic groups in the USA include: 

• Native American and Alaskan Natives 

• White Americans (majority ethnic group) 

• African Americans 

• Hispanic Americans 

• Asian Americans (Asian and Pacific Islanders APIs) 

 

These are broad sweeping terms used to describe various groups of people with 

different cultures. There are important differences within each ethnic group. 

 

Population prediction 

 

Minorities make up one third of the US population. Minorities are expected to 

become the majority by 2042. By 2050 the minority population is projected to 

be 235 million out of a total population of 440 million. Hispanics will make up 

30% of the US population by 2050 followed by blacks at 15% and APIs at 9.2%. 

 

Settlement patterns 

 

There are approximately just over 200 million Americans who are White. The 

majority of Whites in the US originate from Europe. At 65% of the nation’s 

What you will learn: 

• What is meant by the terms: 

o Ethnic group 

o Minority ethnic group 

• How diverse the USA is 

• From where the different ethnic groups originated 
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population, Whites are more evenly distributed across the four regions and less 

concentrated in large metropolitan areas. Those with the highest proportions 

are located largely in the Northeast and the Midwest, regions that have not 

received as many immigrant minorities over the past several decades as the 

West and South.  

 

White or Caucasian Americans  

 

White Americans are the majority ethnic group.  They are estimated to be the 

slowest-growing group. White Americans mostly see themselves as Americans 

rather than as part of the country their ancestors came from.  Up to 1860, 

most migrants to the US were from northern Europe 

 

Native American and Alaskan Natives 

 

The Native Americans (sometimes incorrectly called Red Indians) were the first 

settlers on the land which is now the USA.  They have been in the USA for over 

twenty-thousand years. These people would identify with their individual tribe 

such as Cherokee, Navajo and Apache. 

 

The Native American group is the smallest ethnic group in the US population. 

The largest tribe, the Navajo, lives in Arizona, New Mexico and Utah.   

 

African Americans 

 

About 13% of the American people are African American. Most are the 

descendants of Black slaves, who were brought by force to work on the cotton 

and tobacco plantations of the South. As such, many African Americans continue 

to live in the ‘Old South’ although many have also moved to the industrial cities 

of the northeast.   

 

Hispanic Americans 

 

This is the term given to people living in the USA who come from the Spanish 

speaking countries in Central and South America.  It is made up of Mexican 

Americans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans and other Central and South American 

nationalities.  In 2002, 13.3% of the US population was Hispanic but by the end 

of 2012 it was 16.7%. They are the fastest-growing minority group in the USA, 

firstly because Hispanics tend to have large families, so there is a high birth 

rate; and secondly due to continued immigration, particularly from Mexico. 
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Asians and Pacific islanders 

 

Asians 

There are many different groups of Asian Americans, including people originally 

from China, the Philippines, India, Pakistan, Japan, Korea and Vietnam.   

 

Asian Americans make up 5% of the US population.  They mostly live on the 

West Coast. They are also a fast growing group. By 2050 it is estimated that 

they will make up about 9% of the population.   

 

Pacific Islanders 

Pacific islanders have origins in Hawaii, Guam, Samoa and other Pacific islands.  

This group is made up of people from a variety of cultures and languages. 

 

TASKS 

Complete the following questions in your jotter 

 

1. What is: 

a. An ethnic group 

b. An ethnic minority group 

 

2. Write out the sentences below, matching the “heads” with the “tails”. 

 

Heads Tails 

 

The largest single group in the USA 

 

 

Native Americans 

 

 

Many African Americans 

 

Mexican Americans are part of the 

Hispanic ethnic group because  

 

Asian Americans 

 

 

make up around 5% of the US 

population. 

 

were originally brought as slaves from 

Africa 

 

is the White American ethnic group 

 

are the original inhabitants of the 

USA 

 

they originate from Spanish-speaking 

countries 

 

Why Do People Emigrate (Move) To the USA? 
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There are many reasons why people emigrate (move to) to the United States of 

America.  Below is a list of some of the most important reasons.  Immigration 

has a huge impact on a country.  Much of this is positive, as people from other 

countries bring talents and skills.  However, there can also be problems that 

arise, such as racism, prejudice and discrimination.  The effects of 

immigration can be broken into three groups, political, social or economic.  

Problems push you out of a country and attractions pull you in.  Therefore, these 

are called push/pull factors.   

 

 

 

 

 

Push-me-Pull- you 

 

The American 

Dream 

The American Dream is the idea that no matter who you are, 

or where you come from, if you work hard you can make a 

success of your life.  People have the right to start up their 

own business.  Many immigrants want to set up businesses and 

‘do well’.  In recent years many people have questioned the 

reality of the American Dream, especially given the huge gap 

between the wealthy and the poor in the USA.   

 

 

Land of the 

Free 

Immigrants want to escape from war and political oppression 

(a lack of freedom) in their own countries.  They want the 

rights and freedoms available to them in the USA.   

 

Reasons to leave your 

homeland: war, fear, 

lack of money and 

jobs. 
Reasons to go to the 

USA: freedom of 

speech, religious 

freedom and job 

opportunities. 
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Land of 

Opportunity 

The USA is the wealthiest country in the world.  It has higher 

wages than most other countries.  Immigrants move to 

America to improve their standard of living.   

 

 

An ideology is a set of beliefs by which a country is run.  America has a 

capitalist ideology and economic system.  Capitalism means that people have 

the right to set up their own business and use their profits to have a good 

standard of living. 

 

Many people believe that America’s economic system works well because it has 

made the USA the richest country in the world and has allowed many 

Americans to have a very high standard of living.  However, not everyone does 

well under capitalism.  There is a great deal of inequality.  Some of these 

inequalities were exemplified by the Panorama programme ‘Poor America’.  You 

can watch the programme on the following website: 

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xooxko 

 

Capitalism is an economic system where the trade and industry of the 

economy is owned and controlled by private individuals, to make profit.  

Communism refers to social system where a country's trade and industry 

are controlled by the community and the share of each individual relies on 

their ability and needs. 

Activities 

1. In your own words describe what the American Dream is. 

2. Name 5 people that have achieved the American Dream? 

3. Do you think that all American citizens can achieve the American Dream?  

Why/why not? 

4. Make a list of all of the push/pull factors that you can think of.   

  

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xooxko
http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-RiG6b4eBT
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AMERICAN STEREOTYPES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stereotypes 

 

A stereotype is a fixed image of how we view people and groups in society. 

Sometimes stereotypes can be quite funny. However, they can be very hurtful 

and dangerous. 

 

American Stereotypes 

 

There are many fixed images of people and life in the USA. They have a 

powerful effect on how we view US society.  

 

In Hollywood productions in the past, such as ‘Western’ films,  White cowboys 

were shown to be the heroes and the Native American Indians or ‘Red Indians’ 

as the villains. In reality, the Native Americans were persecuted and pushed off 

their land by European settlers. They have suffered greatly due to the way they 

were treated and hurtful stereotypes that developed. As a result, many people 

had a very negative fixed image of this group of people. 

 

We accept that White people in the USA are usually wealthy and have a high 

standard of living. To an extent, this is true. Until Barack Obama became 

President, all Presidents had been White. However, there are also many poor 

White US citizens living in run-down areas. 

 

Perhaps the most well-known and damaging of modern stereotypes is of the 

African American. Films, TV dramas and documentaries often reflect this group 

in a negative way. They show scenes with African Americans in violent areas, 

living lives of drugs and crime. 

 

Stereotypes can lead to prejudice. Prejudice is when a judgement is made about 

an individual or a group of people from preconceived ideas. That is ideas that 

have been shaped by stereotypes. Prejudice can lead to discrimination. African 

Americans have been discriminated against in US society in the job market and 

in education. Many employers have had a prejudiced attitude to African 

Americans which has prevented them from getting work.  

What you will learn: 

• The definition of ‘stereotype’ 

• Examples of common stereotypes of people in the USA 

• Why stereotyping can have a negative impact 
 



12 
 

TASKS 

 

1. Write out the definition of ‘stereotype’. 

 

2. Below are a number of statements about the people in the USA. Two of 

these statements are stereotypes about different groups of American 

people.  

 

a) Copy out the two statements that are the most accurate 

 

• Most Presidents of the USA have been White 

• All African Americans are in gangs 

• There are many poor White Americans as well as poor African 

Americans 

• All Native Americans are criminals 

 

 

3. Copy and complete the following sentences: 

 

To be prejudiced is to                                                              people 

before you know them. 

 

Discrimination is any kind of                                            treatment. 

 

4. Write down as many types of discrimination as you can. 
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CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT OF THE USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1783, the thirteen independent colonies gained independence from Britain. 

They decided to create one government in order to prevent themselves from 

going to war with each other over the ownership of the territories to the west, 

each having to fund an army and a navy and each having ambassadors in foreign 

countries. Each state would be able to keep the right to make laws for itself on 

internal matters, but a Federal government would be set up to deal with foreign 

affairs and matters which concerned more than one state or the country as a 

whole.  

 

It was agreed that a set of rules would be needed to say what type of 

government they would have and what the government could do. The rules for 

the government of the United States of America were set out in a written 

document called the Constitution.  

 

 
 

The Constitution can be changed and adapted to take into account changes that 

take place in US society. Changes are called amendments. The first ten 

amendments to the Constitution are called the Bill of Rights. 

 

  

What you will learn: 

• What type of government the USA has 

• That the USA has a written constitution and what it contains 

• There are two layers of government in the USA 

• Who can become President of the USA 

• The powers and responsibilities of the President 
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The US Federal Government 

 

The Constitution outlines the system of government in the USA. There are 

three branches of government: the legislative, the executive and the judicial.  

• The legislative branch is known as Congress. Congress is made up of the 

House of Representatives and the Senate.  

• The President and his office exercise the executive function.  

• The judicial function of the US government is carried out by the Supreme 

Court.  

 

                                  
 

Chief Justice of the United States  President of the United States 

   John G. Roberts (since 2005)       Joe Biden (since 2021) 
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The Legislative branch 

 

These are the people who make 

the laws. This is done by the 

Senate and the House of 

Representatives – collectively 

known as Congress.  

 

 

 

The Executive Branch 

 

This consists of the people who carry out the laws 

which are made. The President and his staff are 

empowered to carry out the laws which are made by 

Congress. 

 

 

 

The Judicial Branch 

 

The judges in the Supreme Court 

determine whether a law passed is 

allowed by the Constitution (i.e. that 

it is constitutional). 

 

 

The Separation of Powers 

 

In the US Constitution each branch of government was kept separate. This was 

to prevent any one branch from having too much power. There are also many 

checks and balances to ensure this. Each branch of government can act as a 

check on the other.  
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Levels of Government 

 

Federal 

The Federal Government looks after the interests of all US citizens. It has 

authority over: 

• The armed forces 

• The post office 

• The currency of the USA 

• Disputes between states 

• Foreign relations including declaring war and the negotiation of peace 

 

State 

Each of the 50 states has its own government. The person who is elected to run 

the state is called the Governor. All states have a three branch system of 

government. In all states, except Nebraska, the Congress has two chambers. 

State Governments have control over: 

• Local laws e.g. age of compulsory education, age of marriage etc. 

• Punishments e.g. capital punishment, and the form of capital punishment 

• Provision of local services e.g. roads, schools 

• Local taxes 
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TASKS 

 

1. What is the US Constitution? 

 

2. Study the Bill of Rights on page 14: 

 

a. Which two rights do you think are the most important? Explain 

your reasons. 

b. Which two rights do you think are the least important? Explain 

your reasons. 

 

3. Draw a diagram showing the three branches of government. 

 

4. What type of government does the USA have? 

 

5. Over what matters does the Federal government have control? 

 

6. Over what matters do the State governments have control? 
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE USA 

 

The United States is a democratic country because the citizens have a right to 

choose their leaders. The most important leader is the President who is the 

head of the Executive Branch.  

 

Article 2 of the Constitution describes: 

 

• Powers of the president 

• Who can become President 

• How long the President can hold office 

 

 
 

 

  Article 2 
 

The President must: 

• Be a natural born citizen of the USA 

• Be at least 35 years old 

• Have lived in the USA for the past fourteen years 

 

The President: 

• Is the Head of the Armed Forces (Commander in Chief) 

• Makes treaties with other countries 

• Is elected for a four year term 

• Cannot be elected more than twice 
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TASKS 

 

1. Create a spider diagram regarding what Article Two states about the 

President. 

 

2. Study the tables below: 

 

Table 1 

US Presidents by 

gender 

Male 46 

Female 0 

 

Table 2 

US Presidents by ethnic group 

White 45 

African American 1 

Hispanic 0 

Native American 0 

Asian 0 

 

“All American citizens have an equal chance of becoming President.” 

Using only the information from the tables above, give two reasons to 

oppose this statement. 
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Rights and Responsibilities 

 

The USA is a democracy, this means 

that people have the right to take part 

in electing representatives and can 

take part in politics in a number of 

ways.  The rights of US citizens are 

protected by the Constitution which 

was written at the founding of the 

United States in 1787.  A constitution 

is a document that sets out all of the 

rights and responsibilities of citizens 

and elected officials, like the 

President.  The Constitution of the USA 

guarantees all citizens rights.  However, 

rights come with responsibilities. 

The image on the left is of Supreme Court Judge Sonia Sotomayor.  There are 

nine Supreme Court Justices who ensure that none of the laws of the USA 

breach the constitution. 

 

Some of these rights and responsibilities are outlined below: 

• Freedom of speech brings the responsibility not to slander (lie), or make 

sexist or racist remarks.   

• Freedom to protest brings the responsibility not to use violence or 

intimidation.  

• The right to own a gun brings the responsibility to only use them in self 

defence.   

• The right to vote allows American people to influence decisions made by 

their Government but it brings the responsibility to go out and vote, 

accepting the elected representative.   

• The right to stand as candidate for election brings the responsibility 

to campaign in an appropriate way.  For example, it would not be 

appropriate to be racist or tell lies. 
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Activities 

1. What is a democracy? 

2. Which two of the above rights and responsibilities do you think are the 

most important?  Give reasons for your answer.   

3. Think up one other responsibility for each of the rights outlined above.  

Write out the right and the responsibility in your jotter.   

 

 

 

 

 

Terrorism 

 

We hear a lot about terrorism on the news, but what is it?  Terrorism refers to 

activities that aim to hurt/kill a great many people and cause large scale 

disruption.  In recent years there have been many terrorist attacks.  One of the 

biggest attacks of the 21st century led to wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, this was 

Case Study: Freedom of the Press 

In the USA, citizens and the media (including newspapers and TV) have the right to 

criticise the Government, the Constitution protects these rights.  In a democratic 

country, such as the USA, it is important that the Government listens to the public and 

that the public have the information they need to make informed judgements.  The 

current President, Donald Trump, has challenged the media on this and has coined a 

phrase many now use, ‘Fake News.’ Newspapers, television and the internet all help 

American citizens to make informed judgements.  However, we must remember that 

the media can be biased (one sided).   
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the attack on the World Trade Centre, or Twin Towers, in the USA on the 11th 

of September 2001.  The aim of the attack was to causes chaos in the Western 

World.  However, we must remember that terrorist attacks are still very rare.   

 

Attack on The World Trade Centre 

 

8:46 am - North Tower Crash  

American Airlines Flight 11 from Boston crashed 

into the upper floors of the North Tower of the 

World Trade Centre. It hit the building 

between the 95th and 103rd floors.  

Thousands of people were already at their 

desks in both towers. About 80 chefs, waiters 

and kitchen porters were near the Windows on 

the World restaurant on the 106th floor. Many 

who worked for firms in the crash zone were 

killed instantly. Those on the floors above were 

doomed because their escape routes were cut 

off by fire.  

 

 

 

9:03am South Tower Crash 

United Airlines flight 175 crashed into the 

South Tower 15 minutes later. The plane caused 

an explosion and sent a plume of fire out of the 

opposite side of the building.  

Many people in the South Tower witnessed the 

first crash and were already trying to leave the 

building.  Some office workers were told to 

remain at their desks, resulting in fatal delays. 

Some people above the fires chose to jump to 

their death rather than wait for the flames.  

Hundreds of fire fighters and police arrived at the scene to help the office 

workers escape.  
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Fires raged in the towers  

At the heart of the towers was steel and 

concrete, housing lift shafts and 

stairways. The towers were built to be 

tough enough to withstand the impact of a 

plane. The steel was covered in concrete 

to guarantee fire fighters one or two 

hours in which they could operate if a fire 

developed.  

But the fires on 11th September 2001 were 

fed by hundreds of litres of jet fuel.  The 

steel cores within the towers heated up to 

over 800ºC!  Once the steel frame on one 

floor had melted, it collapsed. 

 

 

 

09:59am South Tower collapses  

Once one floor had melted the 

collapse became inevitable, as each 

new falling floor added to the 

pressure on the floor below.  

Further down the building, even 

steel at normal temperatures gave 

way under the enormous weight - 

an estimated 100,000 tonnes.  

Just over an hour after the 

second crash, the South Tower, 

which had been the second tower 

to be hit, crumbled to the ground. 

Hundreds of fire fighters, police 

officers and people who were 
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trying to escape the towers were crushed in the collapse.  

 

10:28 North Tower collapsed 

 

Twenty-four minutes later the North Tower 

joined its twin. The floors collapsed and 

crushed many people who remained inside.  

People on the ground ran for their lives as a 

cloud of debris hit the streets of lower 

Manhattan. The dust clouds coated the city.  

 

Rescuers search 

rubble  

After the collapse of the World Trade Centre 

more than 5,000 people were declared missing.  

Rescuers worked around the clock, carefully 

searching the ruins in the hope of finding people 

alive.  Only five survivors were found in the first 

24 hours.  

Often people can survive for many days in 

collapsed buildings, but the weight of the floors 

and scale of the disaster made this possibility 

unlikely in New York.  Initial hopes that many 

people would be discovered alive soon began to 

fade.  

 

 

City devastated  

 

After the collapse, police cordoned off the 

city below 14th street.  The place where the 

Twin Towers once stood became known as 

"ground zero".  
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A number of other buildings in the same block were also severely damaged.  

Engineers on the site said they were concerned that the Trade Centre 

foundations may have been severely weakened by the collapse of the twin 

towers.  If the foundations had caved in, it could have allowed the Hudson River 

to flood the area.  

  

 

 

You may wish to use the following web links to carry out additional research.   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/americas/2001/day_of_terro

r/timeline/ 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-14681384 

 

 

 

Factfile 

 

 

8.46 am – New York 

A Boeing 767 crashed into North Tower of the 

World Trade Centre cutting through it, leaving 

gaping holes and black smoke pouring out.  Millions 

watched on TV and thought it was an accident. 

 

 

 

 

9.03 am – New York 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/americas/2001/day_of_terror/timeline/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/americas/2001/day_of_terror/timeline/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-14681384
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A second Boeing 767 headed toward the South Tower and struke it like a 

missile.  Millions watched on TV and knew it was no accident.  It was terrorism. 

 

 

 

 

 

9.37 am – Washington 

A Boeing 767, going to Los Angeles, crashed into the 

Pentagon, the headquarters of America’s armed 

forces.  The terrorists wanted to attack America’s 

military power. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.59 am – New York 

The South Tower collapsed killing thousands of 

workers, tourists and fire fighters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.03 am – Pittsburgh 

A hijacked plane bound for San Francisco crashed 

into woods near Pittsburgh.  From the route the 

plane took its target was Washington - probably 

the White House, the home of the American 
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President.  The terrorists wanted to attack the centre of the American 

Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.28 am – New York 

The North Tower collapsed killing thousands more.  

The terrorists succeeded in damaging the centre 

of America’s trade. 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities 

Use the information from the pages above on the attack on the World Trade 

Centre to fill in the table below.  Use your own words to describe each event. 

Time Event 

8.46 am  

9.03 am  

9.37 am  

9.59 am  
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10.03 am  

10.28 am  

 

1. Complete the following sentences in your jotter. 

 

America’s military power was targeted by the attack on the 

_________________. 

America’s trade was targeted by the attack on the _____________  

_________  ___________. 

The target of ‘Pittsburgh’ plane may have been the _____________  

____________. 

2. Can you think of any recent examples of terrorism that have affected the 

world? 

3. What do you think should, and could, be done to stop terrorism? 
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Black Lives Matter 

 

On the 25th of May 2020 George Floyd was murdered by 

four police officers in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  He had 

allegedly used a counterfeit $20 note in a shop, the police were called.  A few 

minutes after the report two police officers arrived at the scene.  One of the 

police officers drew his gun and ordered Mr Floyd to step out of the car he was 

in.  No explanation has been given as to why the officer’s gun was drawn at this 

point.  The police officer, Thomas Lane, pulled Mr Floyd from the car.  At this 

point Mr Floyd resisted being handcuffed.  However, once 

cuffed Mr Floyd became compliant while Officer Lane 

explained why he was being arrested.   

 

When Officer Lane tried to put Mr Floyd in the squad car 

trouble began.  Mr Floyd dropped to the ground telling 

officers that he was claustrophobic.  Additional officers 

arrived at the scene and attempted to put Mr Floyd into the 
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back of the squad car.  Officer Chauvin pulled Mr Floyd from the passenger 

seat and caused him to fall to the ground handcuffed.  At this point bystanders 

began filming the scene.  Footage recorded showed Mr Floyd to be incredibly 

distressed.   

 

Officer Chauvin proceeded to place his left knee between Mr Floyd’s head and 

neck.  His knee remained there for 7 minutes and 46 seconds.  The footage 

gathered from Officer Lane and Kueng’s bodycams reveal that Mr Floyd said 

more than 20 times that he could not breathe.  At one point he said, ‘You’re 

going to kill me, man.’  Officer Chauvin replied, ‘Then stop talking, stop yelling.  

It takes heck of a lot of oxygen to talk.’  Mr Floyd said, ‘Can't believe this, man.  

Mom, love you.  Love you. Tell my kids I love them.  I'm dead.’  A female 

bystander told the police, ‘His nose is bleeding, come on now.’  This plea didn’t 

stop the restraint of George Floyd. 

 

Six minutes into his restraint Mr Floyd lost consciousness.  Witnesses 

encouraged the officers to check his pulse, Officer Kueng did.  There was no 

pulse.  None of the other three officers on the scene moved to help Mr Floyd.   

 

Mr Floyd was taken to hospital at 8.27pm.  Approximately one hour later he was 

pronounced dead.   

The needless death of George Floyd stimulated some of the biggest protests 

the US has seen in recent times.  These protests became global.  The death of 

George Floyd draws attention to the huge number of deaths of people from a 

minority ethnic background at the hands of the police.  It has also made people 

think about the injustices of the past and the impact they have today.  You have 

probably heard about the statues of people involved in the slave trade being 

pulled down or having plaques placed next to them showing that the person had a 

connection with the slave trade.  This has also made us question street names in 

places like Glasgow.  Did you know that many of the city’s streets are named 

after people who derived their wealth from slavery? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52861726 

https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/history/slave-trade-history-merchant-city-

15334915 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52861726
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/history/slave-trade-history-merchant-city-15334915
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/history/slave-trade-history-merchant-city-15334915
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-52950006 

 

 

Activities 

Your teacher will discuss the articles above with you, giving you further detail 

on racism and Black Lives Matter.  Use the information and your research time 

to complete the following questions. 

 

1. When was George Floyd killed? 

2. Who were the four officers at the scene of George Floyd’s death? 

3. What crime(s) were the four officers charged with? 

4. What punishment do you think is appropriate? 

 

 

 

 

 

Your will now write a newspaper article.  Read the following instructions. 

Black lives Matter Newspaper Article Instructions 

 

As part of your study of the USA you are going to write a newspaper article on 

the death of George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter movement. By this stage 

you have read information on the facts surrounding the event and you will have 

to carry out additional research.  You must now take the information that you 

have gathered and write a detailed newspaper article with facts and views from 

those affected.    

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-52950006
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Step 1 Choose when you want your article to be set.  Is it going to be from 

the day of George Floyd’s death, the protests or both?    

Step 2 What is the name of your newspaper?  

Step 3 What is your headline?  Why did you select this title?  

Step 4 What facts are you going to include?  

Step 5 What pictures are you going to include?  

Step 6 How many columns are there going to be in your article?  

Step 7 Write the first draft of your article in your jotter.  

Step 8 At this point you will begin your final draft.  It is your choice 

whether or not this is typed or hand written. 

 

 

Social, Economic and Political Progress  

The living standards of many from minority ethnic backgrounds have improved 

since the Civil Rights Movement.  People have made social, economic and 

political progress.  However, it would be wrong to assume that there is equality.   

 

• America is a less racist place than it was 50 years ago.  Many employers 

employ a range of people from different ethnic backgrounds and the 
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government have put policies in place to tackle inequality.  One result of 

this is the success of APIs, who do better educationally than all other 

ethnic groups. 

• There is also less discrimination in education.  Better education, 

especially has led to improved job prospects and greater earning 

potential.  The average income for APIs is around $87,194, higher than 

the average income of Whites.   

 

▪ https://www.statista.com/statistics/233324/median-household-income-

in-the-united-states-by-race-or-ethnic-group/ 

 

▪ There has been increased representation of 

ethnic minorities at all levels of Government.  High 

profile names include, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and 

former President Barack Obama.  They act as an 

inspiration to people of many different ethnic, and 

minority, backgrounds.  

 

▪ A number of Black and Hispanic Mayors have been elected but in some 

areas minorities feel let down because they have failed to deliver their 

election promises.  Minorities wanted their problems tackled immediately 

but minority politicians could not do this because they didn’t have enough 

money to tackle the inequality.  The Mayor of Chicago is Lori Lightfoot.   

 

Activities 

1. Which ethnic group performs best in education? 

2. Give two reasons why Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Barack Obama have 

acted as an inspiration to American people. 

3. What do you think the Government should do to encourage more people from 

minority ethnic backgrounds into politics?  Think about education, money and 

community activities.   

 

 

 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/233324/median-household-income-in-the-united-states-by-race-or-ethnic-group/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/233324/median-household-income-in-the-united-states-by-race-or-ethnic-group/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blackchristiannews.com/news/barack-obama-bw.png&imgrefurl=http://blackchristiannews.com/news/2010/03/&usg=__PGAoXUrykDRY7lHJzEYusUAH9M0=&h=477&w=402&sz=173&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=IulYvWe5X3xDkM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=109&prev=/images?q=barack+obama+black+and+white&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&tbs=isch:1

