
Olaudah Equiano (1745-97)  

Olaudah Equiano was a former slave who 

wrote a book describing the horrors of 

slavery and lobbied Parliament for its 

abolition. He was born in Nigeria, 

kidnapped and sold into slavery as a child. 

He then endured the middle passage on a 

slave ship bound for the New World.  The 

book became a bestseller and was 

translated into many languages. Thousands 

of people read Equiano's book and started to see slavery through the eyes of a 

former slave.  It was a very important book for the abolitionists' cause.  
 

 

Thomas Clarkson (1760-1846) 

Thomas Clarkson was a religious man who spent his life working to abolish 

slavery. He visited many ports and went aboard the ships. One of the first 

African trading ships Clarkson visited was called the ‘Lively'. It was not a slave 

ship but its cargo had a powerful impact upon Clarkson. The ship was full of 

beautiful and exotic goods- carved ivory and woven cloth, along with produce 

such as beeswax, palm oil and peppers. Clarkson could see the craftsmanship 

and skill that would have been required to produce many of the items. The 

idea that their creators had been slaves was horrifying. Clarkson started a 

collection to show people.   

Thomas Clarkson knew how pictures and artefacts were able to influence 

people more than words alone and he also 

collected shackles, evidence from sailors and 

pictures of the terrible conditions.  He used the 

contents to show both the cruelty of slavery 

and the skill of slaves to fight for abolition.   

 

 



William Wilberforce (1759-1833) 

Wilberforce was an English MP.  He 

introduced bills into Parliament to abolish 

the trade and spoke out in Parliament 

against slavery.  He started his fight in the  

1770s, and the Transatlantic trade was 

abolished in 1807. Slavery itself was still 

legal though and because Wilberforce knew 

of the terrible conditions slaves continued 

to live in, he supported the complete abolition of slavery. He died three days 

after the law to abolish slavery was passed in 1833. 

 

Granville Sharp 

As Sharp left his house one day in 1765 he noticed a 

black youth queuing for free medical help. His head 

was badly swollen; he was nearly blind and couldn’t 

walk. This man was a slave who had been beaten up 

by his owner and therefore run away. The slave 

recovered and began working in the city. Two years 

later, his owner spotted him, caught him and tried to 

sell him. Granville Sharp was a lawyer and defended 

this slave on the grounds he could not be forced to 

leave Britain and so began his interest in slavery. He 

defended many black people this way and won. Granville Sharp did not 

manage to get slavery or the slave trade abolished, but he had started the 

campaign against slavery. Sharp was also involved in other legal cases which 

made the public aware of the horrors of slavery.  This turned people against 

the slave trade. 

 

 

 

 



 

Josiah Wedgewood 

Josiah Wedgwood was an English potter and 

respected business man.  People listened to his 

views and he told people about the evils of the 

Slave Trade. He liked the Society for The End of 

Slavery’s Emblem which read: "Am I Not a Man and 

a Brother?" He had the design reproduced in a 

porcelain cameo. He donated hundreds of these to 

the Society and it became the most famous image 

of the campaign. The emblem was worn by 

fashionable ladies as a brooch or hair piece and, as Thomas Clarkson said, was 

the first time that "fashion, which usually confines itself to worthless things, 

was seen ... promoting the cause of justice, humanity and freedom." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


