
Lesson 16-Why did the Cold War 
End?

LI:  to summarise all the reasons for the 
Cold War ending

Success criteria:

• Explain the impact of each factor

• Make links between each factor to 
summarise why they worked together to 
end the Cold War



Starter:

• 3 reasons people were fed up living in 
Communist countries

• 2 policies that Gorbachev followed which 
contributed to the end of the Cold War

• 1 example of a goodwill gesture during the 
1970s between the USA and USSR



Task 1: You need to summarise all the reasons 
you’ve learned to explain why the Cold War 
ended.

Using the ‘Make the Middle Box Happen’ sheet, find 
a fact to back up each statement (there are 3 
examples to start you off at the bottom)

E.g. 

Statement:
Cuban Missile Crisis
Fact:
Brought the USA and USSR 
close to nuclear war which 
they both wanted to avoid 
as they would both be 
detroyed (MAD= Mutually 
Assured Destruction)



Task 2: You now need to make the 
links between the boxes

Add lines between the boxes that link and write an 
explanation on the line which explains the link.  E.g.

Statement:
Glasnost
Fact:

Statement:
Opposition within Eastern Bloc
Fact:

Openness meant that people had more freedom to criticise the 
government about what they were unhappy about and demand change



To finish:

In the central box, summarise all the 
reasons you have found for the Cold 
War ending.  Which do you think was 
the most important?  Explain why.



Lesson 17-Why the Cold War Ended

LI: to judge which factor was the most important 
in ending the Cold War

Success Criteria:
• I will be able to list 4 reasons the Cold War 

ended
• I will be able to explain the part they played in 

ending the war
• I will be able to evaluate how important each 

reason was



USSR

Space Race 

USA

Cuba

Shortages

Eastern Bloc

Reagan

Evil Empire

Detente 

Glasnost

Gorbachev
Berlin Wall

Starter...Make a sentence using the words in 
the bubbles – how many words can you fit in?



Task:  9 Mark Essay 

Essay question:

To what extent were the actions of Ronald 
Reagan the most important reason for the end 
of the Cold War?  (9 marks)

You are going to write a 9 mark essay answering the above 
question.  
You have all the information you need on your completed ‘Make 
the Middle Box Happen’ sheet from last lesson and previous 
notes.
Use the essay plan to help you.  Sentences you can use to help 
are in italics on the essay plan.



To finish...

How many emoji's 
link to the Cold War 

topic? 

Using the emoji
sheet, circle the 

emoji and explain the 
link.

You have 10 minutes 
to make as many 
links as you can.

eg. Crying emoji = Many 
families were separated 

because of the Berlin 
Wall

Spies worked for both the USA 
and USSR to try to find out what 
the other side was doing



Lesson 18 – 19 
Key events of the Cold War Overview 

LI: create a visual of the key events of the 
Cold War

Success criteria:
•Events must be in chronological order
•Summarise each event and explain impact
•Poster should be clear, informative and 
colourful with pictures



Start 
of Cold 

War

1991 -
End of 

Cold War

You are going to create a 
visual of the key events of 
the Cold War.  This can be a 
road map or another way you 
think it can be displayed.  At 
each stage, you need to have 
the event, dates and a brief 
explanation of what 
happened. You should also 
include the leaders of each 
power who were in charge at 
each point.

Add pictures and 
use colour to 
indicate any events 
that were 
particularly 
worrying and likely 
to cause a nuclear 
war.



Start 
of Cold 

War

1991 -
End of 

Cold War

Key events to include:
New warfare – 1945 onwards
Start of Cold War – 1946 Iron 
Curtain speech
1948 - Berlin Airlift
1950-53 - Korean War 
1961 – Berlin Wall
1961 – Bay of Pigs Invasion
1962- Cuban Missile Crisis
1964-75 – US in Vietnam War
1965 onwards – anti –war protests
Late 1960s & 70s onwards –
detente, Reagan and Gorbachev
1989 – Fall of Berlin Wall
1989-1991 – break up of Eastern 
Bloc
1991 – end of Cold War 



To finish…

If you were to meet one of the following 
key figures we have been learning about 
throughout the Cold War, what question 
would you ask them?

Joseph Stalin
JFK
Mikhail Gorbachev
Ronald Reagan


