
Explain how the underground railroad 
helped slaves to escape

Must: describe what the underground 
railroad was
Should: explain why it was so dangerous for both
slaves and the people who helped them to escape

Title: The Underground Railroad

Learning Intention

Success Criteria: 



Starter: Can you crack the code?  Using the code 
words and phrases sheet, decode the following messages:

1.  The wind blows from the South today and the shepherds have many bundles of 
wood to keep them warm.

2.  Have you seen the station master? A load of potatoes need to be taken to the 
River Jordan and given to the shepherds

3. It is cloudy tonight. The baggage should be placed by the river bank for it 
makes a mighty good road.

4. The stockholder has arrived. Excess baggage can be forwarded by notifying 
the station master of its arrival.

5. Tell the station master that Moses knows of a parcel which must be forwarded. 
The parcel, which contains bundles of wood, should be delivered to the 
shepherds that watch the sheep where the river ends between two hills.

•



The people who helped slaves to escape were breaking the 
law.  They therefore hid what they were doing, hence they 
went “underground” 

Slaves moved from one house to another house until they 
reached safety.  Those houses were called “stations.”

SO…the system of helping slaves to freedom became known 
as the “Underground Railroad.”

What’s strange about the underground railroad?

It wasn’t underground  
There weren’t any trains



Slave 
escapes and 
met by guide 

called a 
conductor

Guide takes 
them to next 
“station” in a 

wagon

Guide takes 
them to first 

“station”
(safe house)

Guide helps 
them from 
station to 
station all 

the way to… 

…Freedom in Canada

Task 1: Copy the 
diagram and add 
pictures for each 

stage



Former slave who ran away in 1849

Very brave and famous conductor on the 
underground railroad

Made 19 trips

Led over 300 slaves to freedom

Plantation owners offered $40,000 for her capture

In total, over 50,000 slaves escaped
using the underground railroad

Who was Harriet Tubman?
Task 2: 

Using the internet and information below, 
create a fact file about Harriet Tubman.  



Read the story of a female slave’s 
escape over 24 states and 1000s of 
miles

• Take the title ‘A Journey to 
Freedom’

• Create a mindmap for each stage of 
her journey.  Write the name of the 
city or town she stopped at and add 
the experiences and dangers she 
encountered 

• Add pictures to remind yourself of 
each one.

Task 3 – a story of escape

Journey 
stages

Delaware



Write a paragraph explaining why and how you might have helped a slave 
escape to freedom.

On the one hand I would like to help slaves because…
I  would have chosen to help by…

Now write another paragraph explaining why you might not have helped 
and give reasons.

On the other hand, I would feel scared helping because…

Write an overall conclusion about whether you would or would not have 
helped and why.
Overall, I…

Task 4 – would you have helped lead slaves to 
freedom?



To finish...

Using the code sheet, try to make your own code sentences.

Can you text or tweet them to a friend in your class and see 
if they can work them out?


