
Title: Resistance – maroons and rebellions

Learning Intention

To describe ways slaves could resist (fight back)

Success Criteria: 

All: Describe what a maroon was
Some: Give an example of a slave rebellion



Starter: Match the heads to the tails

Scramble

Middle Passage

Plantation

Master

The journey between Africa and 
America

Name slaves called their owner

Huge farms where slaves worked

Type of auction where weakest 
slaves were sold for a set price



How many did you get right?

Scramble

Middle Passage

Plantation

Master

The journey between Africa and 
America

Name slaves called their owner

Huge farms where slaves worked

Type of auction where weakest 
slaves were sold for a set price



If possible, slaves tried to escape by running away.  Some of them 
managed to escape to places like North America or England. 

Others joined communities of runaway slaves in the hills where it was 
difficult to be found and they could live together independently.

Methods of resistance – join a maroon?



These runaway slave 
communities were called 
maroons.  They farmed and  
traded with each other.  
Sometimes, they raided 
plantations.

It was a very hard life trying 
to survive, ensure there was 
enough food, raise families 
and defend themselves 
against attack. 



From the late 17th century onwards, Jamaican 
maroons had to fight British colonists

Eventually, the British won, but not before they 
signed treaties which made maroons free. These 

treaties were signed over 50 years before slavery 
was abolished.



Task 1: Answer in full 
sentences.
1. What name was given to 

runaway slaves?
2. Why did runaway slaves 

find it difficult to survive?
3. Describe what Jamaican 

maroons managed to do.

Task 2:
Imagine you are a Jamaican 
runaway slave who has beaten 
the British colonists and 
answer the following question:
“Do you think your 
life has been a success?” 
Explain why.



You are now going to read about the biggest slave revolt in US 
history

As you read through the information on the sheet ‘The 1811 Louisiana Slave 
Revolt,’ highlight the important information. 

• In the column on the left you should write a sub-title for each paragraph. 

• In the column on the right you should summarise what you read.

The 1811 Louisiana Slave Revolt

Task 3:  



To finish...

This is the memorial in 
Louisiana to remember all the 
brave men and women who 
fought for their freedom in 
1811.

In no more than 50 words, 
write an inscription that you 
think is fitting that could be 
placed underneath the 
memorial for people to read 
when they visit.


