
Guided Reading – The 1811 Louisiana Slave Revolt 

As you read highlight the important information. In the column on the left you should write a 

sub-title for each paragraph. In the column on the right you should summarise what you read. 

 1811 Louisiana Slave Revolt 
 

The Louisianna Slave Revolt of 1811 was 
the largest slave revolt in the USA.  Led 
by Charles Deslondes who was a slave on 
the Andry plantation, it was carried out 
by men and women who were slaves on 
sugar plantations.  Together, they 
decided to build an army and fight for 
their freedom.   
 
On the night of 8th January, Charles led a 
band of slaves into the plantation house.  
They wounded the owner of the 
plantation and killed his son. They then 
armed themselves with weapons such as 
pikes, axes, shovels and a few rifles.  
 

The army of slaves then began its two-
day march down the bank of the 
Mississippi River. Waving flags and 
beating drums, the slaves burned 
plantations, crops, and storehouses. As 
they marched to New Orleans, the army 
grew as slaves rushed out from other 
plantations to join the fight. Witnesses 
estimated that the army had grown to 
between two hundred and five hundred 
slaves. 
 

Troops and local slave owners fought the 
slaves. On 10th January, the army of 
slaves was beaten. Some slaves were 
killed in the fighting, and many more 
were tried and executed.  Their heads 
were then chopped off and displayed on 
tall spikes in New Orleans and along the 
Mississippi River as a warning to other 
slaves.  
 
The 1811 Louisiana Slave Revolt was a 
heroic struggle that came to a tragic end, 
but it was not for nothing.  The sacrifices 
that these slaves made showed their 
bravery and honour and inspired other 
slaves to fight back too. 
 

                    Summarise the key points in 

each paragraph 

Choose a sub-title for each 

paragraph 



 

 


