
S3 Capital Punishment Unit – Week 1 & 2 

S3 Home Learning Materials 

Week beginning 1st February 2020 

Please complete the tasks in the booklet over the course of the next 2 weeks.  

You can answer on paper/computer/tablet.  

Please upload your work to the assignments section on teams. 

 

In this unit you will: 

• Develop you independent research skills  

• Develop your RUAE skills, such as selecting main ideas and summarising 

information in your own words. 

• Develop your listening skills 

• Develop your persuasive language skills 

By the end of this unit you will have: 

• Researched the topic of Capital punishment and have a good 

understanding of the different and opposing views on this topic. 

• Prepared notes in order to complete a talk on the topic 

• Extension challenge: You may have – recorded a voice clip of you 

completing your talk or discussed this with the class in a live lesson.  

How does this relate to our previous learning in English? 

Last term we read the novel “Moonrise” by Sarah Crossnan, which was written 

from the perspective of a young boy, Joe, who is visiting his brother on death 

row. The novel follows the story of their meetings in run up to Ed’s execution 

date. As you know, Crossnan’s inspiration for the novel was a documentary about 

real life inmate Edward Earl Johnston. In this documentary, the film crew were 

allowed inside death row to film him in the count down to his death. They filmed 

every aspect of the last 14 days of his life, including meetings with family and a 

minister. Much like the character in the novel, Johnson continued to protest his 

innocence and claimed that his confession had been made under duress, until the 

date of his execution.  

During our study of the novel we discussed how the novel portrayed: 



• The criminal justice system and the events surrounding Joe’s 

imprisonment. 

• The perspective of the victim’s family. 

• The effect of Ed’s imprisonment on his own family. 

 

  



Task 1: Context 

What is Capital Punishment? 

• The legally authorized killing of someone as punishment for a crime 

Capital punishment is also commonly known as the death penalty, whereby a 

person convicted of a crime can be sentenced to death, rather than given a long 

prison sentence. Criminals who receive the death penalty are often sent to a 

part of the prison given the name “Death Row”. Criminals may remain here for 

any number of years before finally being executed.  

Capital punishment in the United Kingdom was used from ancient times until 

the second half of the 20th century. The last executions in the United Kingdom 

took place in 1964, before capital punishment was suspended in1965 and finally 

abolished in 1969. 

Complete the below initial research tasks: 

1. Where in the world in capital punishment still used? 

 For each place you find, try and note down some examples of the types 

of crime that it is used as a punishment for. 

 

2. A) What is the European Convention on Human Rights? 

 

B) What does it say about the death penalty? 

3. Look at this link to a copy of The Universal Convention of Human Rights. 

https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/what-are-human-rights/universal-

declaration-of-human-rights/articles-1-15.html 

Write down which rights you think may be affected by the death penalty. 

 

4. There is only 1 European country which still uses the death penalty, which 

is it? 

 

5. Do people in the UK support the return of the death penalty? 

Can you find a statistic to back up your answer? 

 

6. A) How many people are estimated to be executed as punishment for a 

crime each year? 

 

B) Why is this number likely to be even higher than estimated? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment
https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/what-are-human-rights/universal-declaration-of-human-rights/articles-1-15.html
https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/what-are-human-rights/universal-declaration-of-human-rights/articles-1-15.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2: Essential Vocabulary 

In order to better understand sources of information we will be looking at, it 

will be good to understand the meaning of some key terms in the topic. For each 

of the words below, find out what it means (you can use google or a dictionary) 

and match it to the correct explanation.  

 

Word Meaning 

Justice To shield from danger 

Reformation The right and fair thing being 

done 

Reoffending Rescuing from error and returning 

to a rightful course 

Retribution The act of restoring someone to 

health or normal life through 

training and therapy 

Deterrence Committing a further offence 

(often after release from prison) 

Protection Discouraging actions by instilling 

fear 

Rehabilitation The act of taking revenge 

 

 

Task 3: Your Initial Thoughts 

Before we study the topic more detail, I would like to know what your initial 

thoughts are. It can be good to think about how we feel about a subject before 

our learning as well as after. 



Based on your own knowledge of what capital punishment is, where it is used and 

some of the crimes it is used for. Do you think capital punishment should ever 

be used? 

Write down at least 3 reasons why you feel this way – try to be as detailed with 

your explanation as you can.  

•   

•   

•   

•   

 

Task 4: Sorting arguments for/against 

Look at the below arguments for/against capital punishment. 

• Capital Punishment is murder. 

• Sentencing someone to death removes the opportunity/possibility to 

reform and change their ways. 

• The victim should forgive. 

• The punishment should be a life for a life.  

• Capital punishment is a deterrent to committing crime. 

• Death is not a punishment. The criminal should get life in prison. 

• Capital Punishment removes dangerous people from society.  

• The death penalty is cheaper than keeping a criminal in prison. 

• Innocent people may be killed by mistake. 

• The death penalty provides closure for victims/their families so they can 

move on. 

• The death penalty goes against basic human rights – the right to life.  

• The death penalty is a form of torture.  

 

Organise each argument into the correct column below: 

Arguments in favour (for) Arguments which oppose (Against) 



  

 

Task 5: 

Of the arguments listed above, pick out 2 from each column that you believe are 

the strongest arguments each way. 

The 2 strongest arguments for. 

The two strongest arguments against. 

For each arguments you have chosen, explain why you have chosen these 

statements.  

 

Task 6: 

Of the statements you selected, which one to agree with most and why? 

 

Task 7: 

Complete the below research task to find detailed arguments for and against 

capital punishment. 

Write down 3 arguments in favour of capital punishment and 3 arguments 

against capital punishment. You should attempt to find statistic or evidence to 

back up what are saying. You can use some of the arguments from the previous 

task as a starting point, but you must find evidence to back this up (for example 

a statistic, expert opinion, personal testimony etc). 



Below the table are some useful sites you may use to find information. 

 

Arguments in favour (for) Arguments against 

Argument 1: 

 

 

 

 

Evidence: 

 

 

 

 

 

Argument 2: 

 

 

 

 

Evidence 

 

 

 

 

Argument 3: 

 

 

 

 

Evidence: 

 

 

 

 

 

Argument 1: 

 

 

 

 

Evidence: 

 

 

 

 

 

Argument 2: 

 

 

 

 

Evidence 

 

 

 

 

Argument 3: 

 

 

 

 

Evidence: 

 

 

Useful sites for information: 

BBC Ethics: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/capitalpunishment/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/capitalpunishment/


A religious studies perspective: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3jwb82/revision/7 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3jwb82/revision/7

