
S2 Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation 

Before the Christmas holidays we were working on your RUAE skills. We are 

learning about: 

• Synonyms 

• How to put information into our own words. 

• Connotations 

• How a writer’s word choice shows their meaning. 

The tasks contained in this booklet are designed to help you revise and practice 

these skills further.  

 

Learning Intention: 

• I understand how to put information into my own words. 

• I can answer a question about what I have read and answer using my 

own words.  

 

Synonyms 

Task 1: 

What is a synonym? Write a definition below (if you are unsure you could look 

this up in a dictionary or online). 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

  

Task 2: 

Write down as many synonyms as you can for each of the below words: 

1. Amazing 

2. Angry 

3. Bad 

4. Bright 

5. Calm 

6. Cry 



7. Dangerous 

8. Hurry 

 

Putting information into your own words: 

Task 1:  

Change the word or phrase in bold using different words that mean the same 

thing. You can change the word order of the other words, if it helps.  

(You can also use a dictionary, if you want.) 

 

1. The weather outside is awful. 

2. The audience clearly enjoyed the show. 

3. The boy was ecstatic when he was given his ne PS5! 

4. The man’s face was red with rage. 

5. The little girl had a tantrum because her mum refused to buy her sweets. 

6. The girl was over the moon when she won 1st place in her dance 

competition. 

Own Words Practice Questions: 

How to answer: 

1. Find the information that answers the question and underline it. 

2. Rephrase into your own words and write your answer.  

Use above steps to read the following extracts and answer the questions below 

each in your own words.  

 

1.  

Question: Explain using your own words what the problem was. (Hint: The 

key information has been highlighted for you). 

Furious football fans were left staring at blank screens yesterday 

after a technical blunder wrecked coverage of their opening league 

match. Almost ten minutes of the game were lost when pictures 

repeatedly flickered, faded and flashed back again. 



2. Below is an extract from the novel ‘Skellig’. It describes how a boy 

named Michael and his family move into a new house. Michael goes 

out to the garage to explore and finds a strange man who seems to 

have been there for a long time. 

Answer the own words questions below (Hint: the information you need to 

answer the questions is highlighted for you.) 

A) In your own words describe what the entrance to the garage and the roof 

looks like. 

B) In your own words explain why the garage had not been cleared out. 

C) In your own words describe what Michael thinks will happen to the 

garage. 

 

  

I nearly got into the garage that Sunday morning. I took my own torch and shone 

it in. The outside doors to the back lane must have fallen off years ago and 

there were dozens of massive planks nailed across the entrance. The timbers 

holding the roof were rotten and the roof was sagging in. The bits if the 

floor you could see between the rubbish were full of cracks and holes. The 

people that took the rubbish out of the house were supposed to take it out 

of the garage as well, but they took one look at the place and said they 

wouldn’t go in it even for danger money. There were old chests of drawers 

and broken wash-basins and bags of cement, ancient doors leaning against the 

walls, deck chairs with the cloth seats rotted away. Great rolls of rope and cable 

hung from nails. Heaps of water pipes and great boxes of rusty nails were 

scattered on the floor. Everything was covered in dust and spiders’ webs. There 

was mortar that had fallen from the walls. There was a little window in one of 

the walls but it was filthy and there were rolls of cracked lino standing in front 

of it. The place stank of rot and dust. Even the bricks were crumbling like they 

couldn’t bear the weight any more. It was like the whole thing was sick of 

itself and would collapse in a heap and have to get bulldozed away. 

 



Learning Intention: 

• I understand what word connotations are and can give examples. 

• I can identify a writer’s use of word choice to show meaning. 

 

Word Choice: 

A writer chooses specific words to show a specific meaning to the reader. 

Last term we were learning about connotations. 

Connotations are the association we make when we see or hear that word. 

For example – 

Rose has connotation of love or romance. 

  

Task 1: 

Write down 3 connotations for each of the words underlined below: 

1. Sam seemed very relaxed before his presentation. 

2. The boy sighed as he took out the bins. 

3. She spent all weekend eating junk food. 

4. The man was a very talented at playing the piano. 

5. The girl was a natural at sports.  

6. The television show was very popular.  

Some words have positive connotations whilst others have negative 

connotations.  

For example: 

Positive Connotations 

 

Meaning Negative Connotations 

Curious 

 

Interested Nosey 

 

Task 2:  

Look at each pair of words below and organise them into the table to show which 

words have positive connotations and which ones have negative connotations. 

The first one is done for you. 



Positive   + Negative      - 

Slim Skinny 

 

1. Slim / Skinny 

2. Group / mob 

3. Immature / youthful 

4. Watch  / spy 

5. Strange   /  unique 

6. Demand   /   ask 

7. Confident   /  Arrogant 

8. Quirky   /   Weird  

9. Determined   /  Stubborn 

10. Laid back   /  Lazy 

 

Task 3: 

Read through the extracts below and answer the word choice questions below. 

 

1. One of the best things about Scotland is its diversity. The rolling 

countryside, bustling cities, icy mountain peaks and charming villages all 

combine to provide an excellent holiday destination, whether you’re 

looking for an action-packed break, a cultural adventure or a relaxing 

retreat.  

 

A) Pick out all of the words that make Scotland sound appealing to visit.  

B) Take one of the words you have chosen and write down three 

connotations that come to mind when you think of that word. 

 



2. The museum is great! The layout is easy to get around, the quality of the 

exhibitions is excellent and the information is abundant. The building 

itself is beautiful. You could easily spend all day there… 

 

A) Pick out the words which would make you want to visit the museum. 

B) Take one of the words you have chosen and write down three 

connotations that come to mind when you see that word.  

 

3. Her scream was the kind of strangled cry that belongs to those not long 

for this world. A scream of one in mortal terror, rooted to the spot and 

too afraid to run.  

 

A) What word or words make the character seem scared? Write them 

down. 

B) Explain what these words make you think of… 

 

  



Learning Intention: 

• I can use word choice as a technique to create an atmosphere in 

creative writing. 

 

Task 4: Putting Word Choice into Action! 

Write the opening to a spooky story (just the first paragraph). It could be 

set in a grave yard or a haunted house or anywhere that you like. You should 

use interesting word choice (adjectives) to make the opening paragraph seem 

as spooky as possible.  

You may wish to start by writing a list of spooky sights and sounds. You can 

use the below images to help you. 

 

 

 

 


