
Lesson 9: 

Protest in 

USA



Title: Lesson 9, Protest in USA

 LI: To understand how and 

why protest took place in 

USA

 SC: I can describe different 

forms of protest

 I can explain why people 

wanted to protest against 

the war.

Glossary:

Protest – action of disapproval

Demonstration – showing 

approval/disapproval

War crimes – crimes committed 

in war

The Draft/Conscription
– compulsory call up to the 

army

Veteran – a person who has 

experience fighting in war



To start:

 Time your self!

 You have 1 minute to try and 
remember everything you can about 
the Vietnam war.

 All – aim for 6 things

 Most – aim for 8+ things

 Think about dates, events, places, 
laws, anti war



Protest Movements

 “Hey! Hey! LBJ, How many kids did you kill 
today?”

 “Eighteen today, dead tomorrow”

 Two popular anti war slogans (LBJ – President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson)

 US citizens were drafted (conscripted) into the 
war.

 Many did not like this because they did not want 
to fight. Also, men who were rich or middle class 
could dodge the call up which caused anger 
among the working classes.

 This fuelled the anti war protest and encouraged 
people to resist.



Watch the following clip

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVNUlOUlMeo



Demonstrations

 Anti war demonstrations grew as the 

war dragged on and more 

Americans turned against it.

 In August 1968, 10,000 protesters 

marched in Chicago.

 In November 1968, 35,000 protested 

outside the White House in 

Washington.

 In March 1971, 300,000 took part in 

the Vietnam Veterans March.



University 

Protests

 Students organised 
huge demonstrations. 

 They were usually 
peaceful but some got 
out of control, resulting 
in clashes with police 
and the National 
Guard (part time 
soldiers called out by 
the state in 
emergencies).



Kent State 
University 
Protest

 In May 1970 

students 

protested against 

the war at Kent 

State University.

 4 students ended 

up being shot by 

the National 

Guard.



The Fullbright Hearings 

1971
 The Senate Foreign Affairs Committee listened to 

proposals and advice to end the war in Vietnam. The 
evidence that most shocked the American public 
came from John Kerry from the Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War organisation.

 Their investigations showed that war crimes carried out 
by US soldiers in Vietnam were common and 
committed with the full knowledge and approval of 
officers.

 The Veterans Association also said that their 
investigation showed that brutal incidents like the  
Massacre at Mai Lai were not rare but the results of 
official American War Policy. The evidence that came 
from the hearings led to further protests against the 
Vietnam War



Task:

Create a protest 
sign.

This would have 
been held up at 
a rally, shouting 
out your protest.

Success criteria: 
Include -

What you're 
protesting 

against

Who you're 
protesting 

against
Picture/symbol

The next 2 slides 

have some 

examples







To finish:

 Thinking about the lesson and all your 

knowledge so far for the Vietnam 

war.

 Now time yourself again and write 

down as many things you can 

remember.

 Try to see if you can write more than 

you did in the starter!



Lesson 10: 
Letter to the 
front



Title: Lesson 10, Letter to the front

 LI: To understand what life was like in the USA during 

the Vietnam war.

 SC: I can describe how the news affected people in 

the USA

 I can write a piece of creative writing including details 

of the anti war protests in the USA.



To start: Match the number with 

the letter

2. President Nixon

1. Protest

3. Journalist

4. Napalm explosion

A B

C D



Task:

You have previously written a letter home as a soldier fighting in Vietnam. 

Write a reply from a family member in the USA to a loved one fighting in 
Vietnam.

Look at the template on the next slide to copy on how to write a letter.

Include details of what is going on in the news. 

Use the information you have learned so far, make sure to include details 
of how the war is being presented to you back in the USA. 



Paragraph 1: Make the reason clear why you are 

writing. E.g. we got your letter, we miss you lots etc.

Paragraph 2: Write in a chatty manner. E.g. the 

neighbours have got a new car, your younger 

sister has started university etc. Also include key 

details about how the war is being portrayed to 

you.

Paragraph 3: Summarise your main points for 

writing the letter. E.g. we’re worried about you. 

We’re watching the news and it doesn’t look 

good.

Ideas: Anti war demonstrations TV coverage

The Draft Newspaper pictures

Death rates



To finish: Self assessment

 Create 2 stars and wish for you letter.

 Star: what do you think you did well in your 

letter?

 Wish: what do you think you can improve 

on in your letter?


