


Anti war 
THE FOLLOWING 4 LESSONS IN THIS POWERPOINT LOOK AT 

ANTI VIETNAM WAR FEELING AND PROTEST.



Lesson 7 
Coverage of 
the Vietnam 
War



Title: Lesson 7, Coverage of the 

Vietnam war

 LI: To understand how the Vietnam war was 

reported on.

 SC: Be able to identify at least 1 reason why 

the Vietnam war was different in terms of 

news reporting

 Be able to describe how the American 

public would feel when they saw the 

horrifying images. 

Glossary:

Anti war – against war

Media – form of mass 

communication 

Bias – leaning to one side

Censored – deleting 

information



Starter:

 Write down any wars that you have 

heard of that have happened in the 

last 20 years?

 How did you find out about them?



Answers:
 Newspapers

 Radio

 TV

 Phone apps

 Discussion

 Iraq war

 Syrian Civil

 Darfur conflict, Sudan 

 Afghanistan

 Yemen Civil war

 Ukraine conflict

 Second Congo War



A Media War

 Unlike previous wars where the media had 
been strictly censored and controlled by 
governments, during the Vietnam War, 
the media reported the war as they saw it 
and sometimes these reports made the US 
look bad.

 Media coverage was on TV, radio, 
newspapers and magazines, therefore it 
was constant, and disturbing.

 Gradually the coverage turned more and 
more against the US, and then turned 
more people against the reason behind 
being in Vietnam. 

Censored: an authority (such as 

a government or religion) cuts 

out or suppresses 

communication.



A Media War

 However it was a different 

story in North Vietnam. 

 The North Vietnamese 

Government kept tight 

control of the media –

communist crimes were not 

reported and North 

Vietnam was shown as a 

poor but brave nation, 
brave enough to resist the 

cruel power of the USA.



Background top up:

 United States involvement in the Vietnam Conflict (1964 - 1973) was one of the most 
controversial events in American history. 

 Many people disagreed with the reasons for the war, and with the introduction of the 
draft, people were angry about the heavy death rate that the war had on young men. 

 By 1968, the war appeared to have stagnated (slowed down or stopped) and victory 
was not guaranteed for the USA. 

 Those who were against the war began to take part in activities, some of which were 
non-violent, like protests, marches, demonstrations, etc. 

 There also emerged in the early 1970s a group of protesters who were more violent 
and aggressive in their protest tactics.

Draft: also known as 

conscription. It means 

you have no choice and 

you must join the armed 

forces.



Task:

Open the worksheet titled ‘Cartoon analysis worksheet’

Look at each cartoon on the following slides.

Answer the questions:

A. Is a form of protest portrayed in the cartoon? If so, what is the form of 
protest?

B. How effective is the cartoonist’s message on a scale of 1 – 10, with 10 
being the most effective. 



1

How to 

analyse: can 

you explain

what is 

happening? 

Look at the 

circled areas, 

what does 

that show? 

What is the 

cartoonist 

saying?

Example: there 

is a man 

throwing a 

bomb at a 

police 

headquarters. 

The man is a 

hippy because 

of the way he is 

dressed. The 

man is holding a 

sign that says 

stop bombing 

but he is 

throwing a 

bomb. The 

cartoonist is 

saying that the 

man is a 

hypocrite.



2

Choose 2 parts of 

the cartoon. 

Explain what they 

mean.

What is the 

cartoonist saying?

Clue: think about 

the cold war.

Moscow is in USSR

Are the two signs 

saying the same 

thing?



3

Who is the man on 

the left?

Spiro (man on the 

right) is President 

Nixon’s Vice 

President.

What are they 

saying about the 

type of people who 

are protestors?



4

How are the 

people in the 

cartoon shows?

Is their cause 

being taken 

seriously by the 

cartoonist?

What do you 

think Viet conga 

line is making fun 

of?



5
What is the symbol 

on the mans hat? 

Who does he 

represent?

Who is the man in 

the bottom right 

hand corner? Who 

does he represent?

What is the 

cartoonist trying to 

say? Think about 

the idea of 

influence.



To finish:

 Do you think Cartoonists are biased?

 Write a short paragraph of whether you think 

cartoonist draw neutral pictures or are biased towards 

a certain political view?

 ‘I think cartoonists are/are not biased because…

Bias: to lean in a 

certain direction, either 

in favour of or against 

a particular thing.



Lesson 8 -

Journalism
Warning: there are some upsetting and 

graphic images in this PowerPoint.



Title: Lesson 8, Journalism

 LI: To understand how journalism changed 

how the US public saw the Vietnam war.

 SC:

 I can identify 2 reasons why images of the 

Vietnam conflict would have shocked 

viewers at home in the USA

 I can explain how these images changed 

the publics opinion on the war.

Glossary:

Journalism –

reporting for the 

media

Media – form of mass 

communication

Crisis – time of 

difficulty

Conflict – serious 

disagreement



The power of journalism
THESE PICTURES ALL CAUSED MASS OUTCRY AND BEGAN TO MAKE CHANGE.

Starter:

Can you 

identify 

what 

these 

pictures 

are linked 

to?



Plastic pollution 
Syrian refugee 

crisis



Journalism and the war
 Journalism is a powerful tool to let 

people know of things they may be 
unaware of.

 In the case of the Vietnam War, as 
mentioned before, this was the first war 
that could be seen from inside peoples 
homes thanks to new media. 

 Journalists were able to capture the 
horror of war, and this took away the 
glamour of it for many. 

 The following slides show graphic 
pictures of what ordinary Americans 
began seeing from the Vietnam war in 
1970’s.



The following photos began to 

symbolise the war. Look through 

them.

‘My older brother Huynh Thanh My, who 
was killed covering the Vietnam War for 

the Associated Press, always told me that 
an image could stop the war and that was 

his goal.’
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Task: Analyse the photos

 Choose 2 photographs to analyse 

from pictures 3, 4 and 5.

 Using the work sheet, fill in the 

information.

 The name of picture 3, 4 and 5 can 

be found in the notes section below 

the slide. This will help you research 

some back ground information.



To finish:

How did you feel when looking at 

the photos?

Write a sentence on how you felt.

Now write down a question you 

would want to ask about the 

photos.


