
Title: The America’s – the ‘New World’

Learning Intention

To find out what the Americas were like at 
the time of the slave trade

Success Criteria: 
All: Describe the Americas around the 1600s
Most: Explain why many people died 
Some: Explain why slaves were wanted in America



Starter: Recap from last lesson

Write down as many African countries from 
last lesson as possible…



How many did you get?

Ghana

Egypt 

Nigeria 

Ethiopia 

Kenya

Timbuktu

Zululand

Zimbabwe 



The Americans around 1600s

The Americas: 
- North America
- South America

- Jamaica
- Barbados 



Who lived there?

- 2 million indigenous Native 
Americans

- Would live in tribes, Hopi, 
Cherokee, Shawnee and Cheyenne.

- Men hunted and fought in war

- Women responsible for farming 
and distributing food Chief Sitting Bull

Leader of Sioux tribe



Migration to the ‘New World’

Migrate: to move to another country 



The ‘NEW World’

In the early 1500’s the Europeans migrated to the America’s. 
They called it the “New World. From 1500 AD, America was 
becoming home to millions of Europeans. There were many 
reasons why people moved to America including:
• The promise of land
• To start a new life and make money
• Escape war
• Escape religious persecution
• To explore
• Sent as punishment

Why did 
people move 
to America?

Task: complete the 
spider diagram below



Migration

Britain also sent prisoners and indentured 
servants to work on plantations (big farms).



But many died due to diseases and poor 
living conditions

Small pox and measles Humid weather conditions



Impact on Native Americans 
Many Native Americas also died after the Europeans 
arrived because they were exposed to new diseases that 
they had no resistance to.



Impact on slavery
Europeans decided to import slaves from Africa to 

do the work needed on plantations.



Task 2: Using the information sheet and 
powerpoint, create a fact file on the Americas 

Include:

➢ What countries made 
up the Americas

➢ Who lived there
➢ Why did Europeans 

arrive
➢ Impact on Native 

Americans
➢ Why did this result in 

slavery



Write a sentence explaining why slaves were taken to 
America.  How many of the following words can you 
include in your sentence?

To finish...

Native 
Americans

forced

disease

migrated

work

died
Europeans

Plantation


