
Aim: to answer your mother’s letter as truthfully as possible about your experiences in Vietnam 

 

Dear John 

What do you mean by saying it’s all  “A bright shining lie?” I don’t understand? Surely 

we are right to be getting rid of those horrible Communists. The president has just said 

what a good job you are all doing. He said you’d be home by Thanksgiving, that you’d 

won the war. Please write and tell me what’s really going on…  Your loving mother.  

Slang Glossary – Huey= helicopter  

Task: Below is the conversation between Captain John Vann, an American soldier who led the mission 

(green) and the American command base in Vietnam (blue).  Read the transcripts & use the photos to 

describe your mission to your mother. Tell it like it is… 

 

 

 

 

Vann to control: Incoming mortar fire… repeat incoming on our position. Your napalm has missed VC 
positions. Three men hit. Request urgent medi-vac. Get my boys out of 
here…ghghghghghhghghghghghghghhghghghgh 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Sergeant John Vann: You are ordered to board 
with Airbourne Cavalry. Head for Hill #285 in the 
DMZ. Take your company and search and destroy 
Viet Cong with all available force.” 

“Vann to control.  Landing  zone achieved… troops 
deployed. No sight of Viet Cong. Troops will dig in 
by paddy fields: can’t dig deep because of water… 

Control to Vann: Report VC contact at a village called 
Ap Hoc, 3km North East of your position. Search and 
destroy…” 

Vann to control: “Contact with VC at Oh eight hundred. 
Request IMMEDIATE air support… Urgent Urgent” 

 

Vann to control: Incoming mortar fire… repeat 
incoming on our position. Your napalm has missed 
VC positions. Three men hit. Request urgent medi-
vac. Get my boys out of here… 

Control to Vann: We have 

chopper support. Where 
are VC positions? Repeat 
where are those 
Commies?? 

 
Vann to Control: How can I 
tell sir? We’re taking cover. 
Will attack village at first 
opportunity…” 

Control to Vann: Keep calm, have ordered napalm air-
strike: stand clear…” 

 



 
 

Control to Vann: VC positions in village secured. 

We’ve taken them out. I don’t think you’ll have any 
problems there. Keep those journalists out of the 
way. We don’t want them getting any bad ideas…” 

Vann to Control: Sir it’s a mess out here- there 
were no VC in the village sir- just women and 
children. We’re getting the hell out of here sir…” 
I have seven wounded men. I need to evacuate 
them Three dead sir. Get me a chopper NOW…”         

Control to 
Vann:  
 
 You have a 
Huey there- get 
out… get out… 
go go!” 

 
Vann to Control: 
incoming fire sir; 
one chopper 
down. My 
gunner is shot… 
Get us air-
support, Where 
the hell are  
you ??” 

Official report of 

Mission #2646 
Mission #2646 Tour of 
duty no. 3 in S. 
Vietnam.  
Captain John Vann in 
command. 
Mission objective: 
search and destroy 
Viet Cong in vicinity of 
Ap Hoc village, hill 
#285 

Mission 
accomplished. 

Viet Cong positions 
identified and 
destroyed. Casualties 
out of 25 men, 8 
wounded, 3 dead. 

 

Task: Using the transcript, answer the following questions in FULL sentences. 

 

1. What weapons did they have? Use pictures and transcripts to describe. 

2. What problems did they have in the mission? 

3. How did the mission go wrong? 

4. Why did the command base not want journalists there? 

5. Do you think that the official report (in red) was accurate? Why is it like that? 

6. The Americans were very well armed in Vietnam. Why was this not enough? 

7. These photos and transcripts are taken from a news report published in ‘Life Magazine’. What do 

you think people in America like John Vann’s mother thought when they saw them? 

8. A book about John Vann and Vietnam was written later.  It was called ‘A Bright Shining Lie’. 

Bright and Shining refers to the beautiful rivers and paddy fields of Vietnam that he flew over. 

What do you think the ‘Lie’ was? 
 

 


