
A Bright Shining Lie – the experience 
of an American soldier in Vietnam

LI: to understand Veitnam from the perspective 
of an American soldier

Success Criteria
All:     must describe what happened in Vietnam
Most: should explain why the Americans had such

high casualties despite
Some: could explain why the US government did

not want people to know what was going on



Starter: 

If this is the answer, what’s the question:
• Napalm
• Search and destroy
• Guerrilla warfare
• Ho Chi Minh trail

Glossary
Paddy field – field growing rice (often flooded)
Huey = American soldier slang for a helicopter



Despite the 
advanced 

technology 
that the 

Americans 
had, the huge 

amount of 
casualities
that they 
suffered 

during the 
Vietnam war 
shows that 

the guerrilla 
tactics of the 
Vietcong paid 

off.



The casualty rate during the Vietnam War was very 
high and by the end of the war, over 58,000 
American soldiers had lost their lives.

• As you have learned, many young men were forced 
to go and fight in the Vietnam war.

• While the US government tried to claim that the 
Americans were winning, the high casualty rate 
tells a different story.  

• Many of those young soldiers wrote letters home 
to their family telling them about their 
experiences and the horrors that they had 
witnessed. 



Over the next 2 periods, you are going to 
learn about a mission carried out by 
American Commander john Vann.

Vann believed that the tactics of the US 
armed forces were ineffective against the 
guerrilla tactics of the Vietcong.



Task 1:

Read through the transcript sheet which 
relays the conversation between John Vann 
and the command base during a mission to 
attack the Vietcong.

• John Vann’s statements are in Green
• Command base statements are in Blue
• The overall final report submitted by the US 

army is in Red at the end.
• Using the transcript and pictures, answer 

questions 1-8 on the sheet in FULL sentences



Task 2: John Vann’s letter home

John Vann’s mother would only hear what the 
US government wants the public to know.

She firmly believed that her son was fighting a 
worthwhile war to stop the spread of 
Communism.

She believed that the US army would beat the 
Vietcong due to their superior weaponry and 
tactics.



Task 2: John Vann’s letter home. Imagine 
you are John Vann.  How would he feel?

You need to write a letter home to your mum telling her about 
the recent mission that you commanded.  Remember to include:

1) The purpose of the mission
2) What happened during the mission:
• Surprise attack from Vietcong (the fear, what guerrilla tactics 

they used
• Description of the horror of watching your men die and be 

terribly badly injured (be creative).
• The fact that the Americans found no Vietcong in the village 

(only women and children)
3) Anger at the lies told in the official report
4) An explanation as to why America is not likely to win the war 

(you might want to include information about the climate and 
landscape which make it suitable for the Vietcong guerrilla 
tactics

5) That you miss the family and want to come home 



To finish...

Which is the odd one out?  Explain why.

1. Cuba               America            Russia

2. Cold War        WWI                WWII

3. Capitalism       Communism       Equality


