
Hi everyone, 
This is lesson 11 and 12 for week beginning 
1st February.

I suggest you complete the starter task 
and tasks 1 and 2 in one lesson, then task 3 
and the finishing task in the second lesson.

Good luck and please email if you’re stuck! 



The end of war: Why did America 
lose?

LI: to explain why the world’s richest 
country lost to the world’s poorest

Success Criteria
All: will be able to list 4+ reasons America 

lost
Most: will be able to rank those reasons in 

order of importance
Some: will be able to evaluate whether the 

US were right or wrong to get involved



The End of War - Why did America 
lose the Vietnam War?

US troops were finally withdrawn from 
Vietnam in 1973.  A small communist 
country had defeated the leading 
capitalist superpower.

How could 
this 

happen?



Starter: Copy the flow chart 

The End of the Vietnam War

In October 
1972, a peace 
agreement 
was reached.

The South Vietnamese 
President was furious.  
He believed his country 
was left open to attack 
from North Vietnam.

In 1973, the last 
American troops 
left Vietnam, 
leaving South 
Vietnam to fight 
the communists on 
their own.

The USA had 
promised to keep 
providing aid to 
South Vietnam, but 
started to 
decrease the 
amount they sent. 

North Vietnam then 
invaded the South 
and, by July 1976, 
Vietnam was one 
country again – ruled 
by the communists.



Reasons for losing
Cost Military Defeats Dead Vietnamese 

civilians

Hearts and Minds 
(trying to get people of 
Vietnam on US side)

Dead Americans Media

Task 1:  Copy the table into your jotter using a full page. 
Under each reason, find two facts from the next slide that 
act as evidence for that reason.



Task 1 contd.

Read the 
facts.

Add 2 
facts into 
each box 
on your 
table 
which 
back up 
that 
reason 
for losing

• Americans knew little about Vietnam and did not win support 
(hearts and minds) of the people

• The southern Vietnamese government was corrupt (bad) and 
the people saw them and Americans as the enemy

• Photos: e.g. Napalmed girl

• Chemical Agent Orange used to destroy jungle and crops

• It cost $400,000 to kill one Viet Cong soldier

• Colour TV reporters filmed in Vietnam for the first time

• Over 58,000 dead American soldiers, over 300,000 wounded

• Vietnamese civilians killed; by 1969 300,000 had died

• My Lai massacre: US soldiers massacred women and children

• 4 American University students shot protesting against war

• US soldiers couldn’t cope with the climate and terrain and 
couldn’t tell who was the enemy

• US technology ineffective against guerrilla tactics of 
Vietcong

• Many US soldiers were young, terrified and didn’t want to 
fight

• The war cost billions of dollars

Eg: under 
Media, you 
could write

Photos, 
Napalm girl



Task 2: Which was the most important reason?  

You now need to rank the reasons in 
order of importance.

Which reason did you think was the 
most important?  Explain your decision.



Task 3: 9 mark essay

“The My Lai massacre made Americans 
want to leave Vietnam.” Do you agree 
that this is the main reason for 
ending the war in Vietnam?

The following slides will show you how to 
structure your answer to the above 
question.



First you need to work out what key reason 
the question is asking about.

“The My Lai massacre made Americans want 
to leave Vietnam.” Do you agree that this 
is the main reason for ending the war in 
Vietnam?

Killing of civilians
Think: how did 
Americans know 
about My Lai? 

= The Media

How important is it in ending war? What other 
reasons are there?



Introduction

In your introduction, you need to say 
what you will be talking about by listing 
the key factors.

So...
You MUST mention the My Lai 
Massacre and the media because that is 
what the question is asking about.  
You then need to choose 2 other 
factors you feel are important.



Introduction:

There were many reasons why the 
Vietnam war ended.  The My Lai 
Massacre was important because the 
public knew about it through the media, 
but other reasons such as...(then go on 
to choose 2 other reasons that you want 
to talk about) were also important. 



You now need to write 3 separate 
paragraphs.  

Para 1: 
The My Lai massacre was important in ending 
the Vietnam War because the media published 
photos which showed what American soldiers 
had done to innocent Vietnamese women and 
children.  This made the public angry 
because....(give reason why they would be 
angry).  It also embarrassed the government 
because...(explain why would it embarrass the 
government). As a result, there were protests 
as people demanded that America got out of 
Vietnam and so the war ended.



Paragraphs 2 and 3

You now need write about the 2 other reasons 
that you’ve mentioned in your introduction.

Start each paragraph like this:
Para 2: 

Another important reason for the war ending 
was...
This was because...

Para 3: 
Lastly, another reason for the war ending was... 
This was because...



Conclusion

To end your essay, you need to write a 
conclusion which ranks the reasons and 
explains which one you think was the most 
important. 

In conclusion, the most important reason 
for the war ending was...
It was more important than...(mention the 
other 2 reasons you’ve written about) 
because...



To finish... Think about everything you have studied 
about Vietnam. Do you think that America was right 

to get involved in Vietnam?

You are going to write a speech about Vietnam.  Remember a 
speech is when you speak in public to try and persuade 
people to agree with your point of view. Be sure to use 
persuasive and descriptive words.

You can choose to be either:

1.  An American who is a supporter of the war. You should explain your 
fears of communism and the domino theory (that communism will 
spread).

2.  An American who is against the war. You should explain the cost of the 
war, the number of deaths, and the treatment of the Vietnamese. 

3.  A Vietnamese person who supports communism, North Vietnam, the 
Vietcong, and is anti-American. You should explain how the Vietnamese 
were poor, their government was corrupt, the appeal of communism, and 
their treatment by American soldiers.


