
Vietnam War: A case Study
You have been learning about the Cold War and just before we 
broke up, we had started learning about the reasons for the 
Vietnam War and American involvement.

Through remote learning, we are going to continue this topic over 
the next week or so.

If you have any questions or are not sure about a task, please email 
me or Miss Dawson.  We’ll be happy to help!

kerry.oliver@whec.edin.sch.uk

rebecca.dawson@whec.edin.sch.uk

mailto:kerry.oliver@whec.edin.sch.uk


Tactics in the Vietnam War

LI: to learn about the different tactics that the Vietcong 
and Americans used during the Vietnam War.

Success Criteria: 

All:  List 3+ tactics that each side used

Most:  Evaluate the success of those tactics

Some:  Explain why the Americans were not able to beat 
the   Vietcong despite superior technology



Over the next 2 lessons, you are going to create a 

poster showing the different tactics used.

• Read through the powerpoint to remind yourself of the 
various tactics used by each side.

• Click on the links to watch clips about the Vietcong’s 
guerrilla tactics.

Task 1:



Starter: Why did the Americans think they would 
win?



American tactics

• Operation Rolling Thunder
- Bombing N. Vietnamese 

towns to destroy morale

• Search and Destroy
- Looking for the Vietcong in 

villages. If Vietcong 
presence was suspected, 
the village was destroyed



American tactics continued…

Chemical weapons

Agent OrangeNapalm



Napalm
A fluid that burns 
through almost 
anything. The 
Americans hoped it 
would hit Vietcong 
bases. In fact, it 
often hit civilians.

"Napalm is the most terrible pain you can imagine," said Kim Phúc, a 

napalm bombing survivor known from a famous Vietnam War photograph. 

"Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius (212°F). Napalm generates 

temperatures of 800 (1,500°F) to 1,200 degrees Celsius (2,200°F)."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phan_Th%E1%BB%8B_Kim_Ph%C3%BAc


Agent Orange

• Destroyed crops and trees

• Attacked the human body and led to birth defects



How did the North Vietnamese fight back?

• Viet Cong

• Guerrilla 
tactics

• http://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=O_Sji9OhAuI&feature=f

vwrel

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_Sji9OhAuI&feature=fvwrel


Vietcong tactics

• Booby traps were 
cheap and 
effective

• Aimed to kill and 
injure Americans

• Spikes covered in 
excrement



The tunnel system



Ho Chi Minh Trail

• A jungle path

• 60 tonnes a day 
carried to the 
Vietcong in the south. 

• Essential to 
Vietnamese Victory





Task
Using your notes and the information sheet    
you are going to create an information 
poster about American and Vietcong tactics.  
Use a double page. See layout below.

Vietnam War Tactics
America Vietcong

Your poster should be:
• informative
• have diagrams and 

pictures
• colourful 
• An explanation why

the Americans 
suffered heavy 
losses despite 
superior weaponry

Why
heavy American 

losses?



Info sheet: tactics in the Vietnam War

• American

America had superior resources and technology. The main problem for the US was that their 

guerrilla enemy, the Viet Cong, hid out among the thick, dense forest, and stayed in villages 

among the ordinary folk. 

In the attempt to find the Viet Cong fighters, the US launched an operation called Search 

and Destroy : they searched Vietnamese villages for Viet Cong fighters and, if they 

suspected there were any there, destroyed the village. This often led to deaths of innocent 

civilians including women and children. The missions made ordinary people hate the 

Americans: as one marine said of a search and destroy mission – “If they weren’t Viet Cong 

before we got there, they sure as hell were by the time we left”. The Viet Cong often helped 

the villager’s re-build their homes and bury their dead.

When the Americans suspected that they had found a Viet Cong base, they would drop 

Napalm on the site. Napalm was a very flammable fluid, that would burn through almost 

anything. It often hit civilians. 

The Americans attempted to force the Vietnamese to surrender through Operation Rolling 

Thunder. These were bombing raids on Vietnamese towns, intended to destroy morale. 

The thick forest was a real problem for the Americans, because this was how the Viet Cong 

hid. Determined to find the Viet Cong bases and supply routes, the Americans sprayed a 

chemical called Agent Orange onto the forests from aeroplanes. It killed the trees, so that 

the Americans could find their enemy. But the chemical caused much more harm than this. It 

killed crops, causing people to go hungry. It also caused birth defects in children borne to 

people who were exposed to the chemical.

• Viet Cong

The Viet Cong were a guerrilla branch of the North Vietnamese army. 

They used a range of tactics to beat the Americans. The tactics were not 

high-tech: they relied on knowing the landscape and having the backing 

of the ordinary folk. 

Booby traps are an example of a Viet Cong tactic. For example, the Viet 

Cong would place trip wires or dig holes filled with spikes, sometimes 

coated in human excrement, and then would cover the hole with leaves to 

deceive the enemy. Markers like broken sticks would be left on the path 

to warn fellow Viet Cong about the locations. 

Tunnels were used by Viet Cong guerrillas as hiding spots during 

combat, as well as serving as communication and supply routes, 

hospitals, food and weapon caches and living quarters for numerous 

guerrilla fighters. This frustrated Americans who could not locate the 

tunnels. 

The Ho Chi Minh Trail was a network of paths that served as hidden 

route through the jungle for Viet Cong soldiers and Vietnamese Civilians. 

The Viet Cong used it to move troops, weapons and other supplies into 

and around the country without being detected by the Americans. The 

Americans constantly tried to find the trail, but it was too well hidden and 

frequently changed. It was essential in allowing the north Vietnamese to 

beat the Americans.  


