
New S2 course – the Atlantic Slave Trade
Hi everyone,

This week, you're starting the new S2 topic the Atlantic 
Slave Trade.

You should work your way through the powerpoints and 
complete any tasks set. Each folder is clearly marked lesson 
1, 2 etc, and you should aim to complete each lesson in the 
period you would normally have social subjects. There are 
accompanying sheets to go with some lessons.

If you're stuck or have any questions, please email your social 
subjects teacher. We're here ready and happy to help.

Good luck and enjoy the course!!



The Atlantic Slave Trade

LI:  I will be able to explain what slavery is

Success criteria:

• I can explain what a slave is

• I can list 4+ rules for slaves

• I can explain which rule is the worst 

• so hard

• Explain why the slave trade started



Starter: 
What is a slave?

Add the 
following 

points to a 
spider diagram 

entitled  
‘Slavery’.  Can 
you add any 

more?



Slave • The word slave comes from the Slavic 
people of Eastern Europe. In the middle 
ages, these people were raided by 
Germanic people and sold off as slaves. 



Copy and complete

A slave is a person who does not have any 
_________. They are __________ by 
someone else. A slave is forced to work 
without any__________. 



There has been evidence of slavery in nearly all cultures 
and all continents.

A slave market in medieval Eastern 
Europe 700 years ago.

Roman Slaves

Egyptian 
Slaves

Slavery in 
the Americas

200 yrs ago

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/Ruslavery.jpg


Slavery Today
Human Trafficking

Click on the link below to watch 
a clip about slavery today

Slavery Today

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkalobOACeA


Modern Slavery - how do these pictures relate to 
slavery? Check if you guessed right on the next 

slide

1. 2.

3.

3.

4.

5.



1. In developing countries, people are often 
forced to work in factories in terrible 
conditions for virtually no pay because they 
are desperate for a wage.

2. Big brands like Nike have been accused of 
using slave labour in developing countries

3. Women and children are sold and used for 
many things including as servants for no 
wages

4. Women and children are sold into the sex 
industry against their will

5. Children are forced to work in factories 
and end up with health problems

6. Children are forced to join armies and kill 
people, risking their own lives too



United Nations

The United Nations is an international organisation made up of 
192 countries.

It promotes HUMAN RIGHTS and WORLD PEACE. 

International law today says that Slavery is illegal. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 4 says:

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude;
slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.



Slavery Today

• The International 
Labour Organisation
estimates that 
between five and six 
million children are 
forced labourers. 
Some of them are 
born into slavery, 
others are sold by 
their parents or 
abducted. They work 
in agriculture, 
domestic work and 
the sex trade. 



Today, modern society acknowledges that 
slavery is wrong.

HOWEVER, only 200 years ago – this 
was not the case. Up until 1808, Britain 
saw nothing wrong with using people as 

slaves.

Many African people were taken from 
their homeland and sold into slavery.  

Slaves had to obey certain rules and the 
treatment they endured was absolutely 

terrible.



Task:

Look at the sheet ‘Slave rules’

1. Decide what four rules would be the 
hardest. Write them in your jotter.
Can you think about why you would find 
those rules the most difficult?

2. Decide on the hardest rule. Write that 
rule down and explain why you think 
that it is the worst rule.



Have a look at the labels on some on the 
following items.  What country

were they made in?
• Your top
• School bag 
• Mobile phone 

From what you have learned today, why 
are these items made in these countries?

To finish:


