
Title: African Civilisation

Learning Intention

To learn about the ’Dark Continent’

Success Criteria: 

All: Recall at least four African civilisations
Most: Describe each African civilisation.
Some: Explain why Europeans thought Africa was uncivilised



•Jot down 5 things you 
associate with Africa

•Jot down 5 things you 
associate with America

BRAINSTORM

What do you already know about Africa?



What did you associate with each continent? (add any you missed to 
your list).

Most people associate wealth and power with America such as:

• Hollywood movies and film stars

• Well trained armed forces

• Excellent medical care

• Food, especially fast food like McDonalds, Pizza Hut etc.

Most people associate poverty and sometimes wild animals with Africa, 
such as:

• Famine (hunger)

• Drought (water shortages)

• Disease

• Animals like zebras, hippos, lions etc.



‘A Dark Continent?’ 

When Europeans first came to 
Africa, they thought it  was a 
strange place 

White people thought they 
were superior to Africans

BUT...
Africa and its people were 
actually amazing!



Africa before slavery
Most black people in the 
Americas are descended 
from about 15 million 
people taken as slaves 
from Africa (especially 
West Africa) from about 
1510 – 1890. These people 
came from a highly 
organised civilisation.



Africa before Slavery 

Africa was a continent made up of 
different empires and kingdoms. 
These kingdoms were very rich and 
powerful . 

• Gold, brass, ivory
• Metalwork skills 
• Terracotta sculptures
• Wealth – slaves and gold 
• Worshipped their own god 
• Converted to Islam 
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Copy the following table into your jotter



Step 1: Read the information sheet about African 
civilisations before slavery

Step 2: Jot down 2 key facts in your table about each 
African civilisation

Task 1::



The year is 1550. 

Imagine you are an explorer and you have just 
returned from travelling around Africa. 

Using the information sheet and your notes, write 
a diary entry of what you have seen. 

Try to add why some people might think Africa was 
a scary place and uncivilised (Page long).

Task 2:



Can you jot down...

3 African civilisations 

2 interesting facts you have learned

1 thing you are interested in finding out more about

To Finish...3 - 2 - 1


