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Your portfolio is worth 100 
marks.  

It assesses the following skills, knowledge and understanding:  

n  responding to your theme or stimulus by producing a visually 
coherent and sustained creative process, showing investigative 
research and development, leading to the effective resolution and 
realisation of artwork 

n  applying an understanding of art practice by skillfully and 
creatively using materials, techniques and/or technology to 
explore and experiment with visual elements  

n  selecting an artwork with relevance to your practical expressive 
artwork and discussing the impact of related contexts through 
analysing the features of the artwork  

n  evaluating the impact of creative decisions and the effectiveness 
of your artwork with reference to your theme or stimulus, creative 
intentions and specific turning points  
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Your portfolio has three sections.  

Section 1 ‘practical expressive artwork’ has 64 marks.  

Section 2 ‘contextual analysis’ has 30 marks.  

Section 3 ‘evaluation’ has 6 marks.  



+
1. Practical expressive artwork  
(64 marks) 

n  You must present and prepare your portfolio of 
evidence with minimum support from your teacher or 
lecturer.  

n  You can present your work in a variety of ways. The 
minimum size for your practical expressive artwork is 
eight single-sided A1 sheets or equivalent. The overall 
maximum size must not exceed 16 single-sided A1 
sheets or equivalent.  

n  Your portfolio must fold to a size not exceeding A1 for 
submission to SQA.  



+
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Presenting your work 

n  You can present some or all of your work in a 
sketchbook(s). Sketchbook pages are included in your 
overall allocation. (For example, one A1 sheet is 
equivalent to four A3 sketchbook pages or eight A4 
sketchbook pages.)  

n  You must bookmark the appropriate pages if only part 
of a sketchbook is to be marked.  

n  Number your sheets or sketchbooks in the order you 
want the marker to view them.  

n  Any three-dimensional work submitted counts towards 
your overall allocation. 
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Presenting continued… 

n  You should submit photographic prints, and not the 
actual work, for the following:  

n  two-dimensional work in excess of A1 size 

n  work using valuable or expensive material  

n  work of a fragile nature  

n  work which is large, heavy or otherwise difficult to handle 

n  Digital submissions must not exceed five minutes.  

n  If your practical expressive artwork work exceeds the 
maximum, a penalty is applied. You should include the 
size of your portfolio on your flyleaf. 
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Marking instructions 
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2. Contextual Analysis (30 
marks) 

n  Your contextual analysis has a maximum of 2,000 words. 
You should include the word count on your flyleaf. If the 
word count exceeds the maximum by more than 10%, a 
penalty is applied.  
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Marking instructions 
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3. Evaluation (6 Marks) 

n  Complete your evaluation on the SQA 
template and attach it to the first sheet 
of your portfolio. There is no word 
count, but you must not exceed the 
space given on the template 
(approximately 400 words).  





+
Marking instructions 
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Portfolio examples available 
Read everything!!!! 

n  Destruction: Video 
Installation 

n  Glacial: Landscape 

n  Isolation: Portraiture 

n  Life Choices: Still Life 

n  Shapes From The City: 
Urban Landscape 

All portfolios examples 
contain examples of:  

n  Practical expressive 
artwork 

n  Contextual Analysis 

n  Evaluation 

And 

n    Marking commentary  

Title Content  
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1. Practical expressive artwork  
(64 marks) 
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2. Contextual Analysis  
(30 marks) 
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3. Evaluation (6 Marks) 



+
Marking commentary  


