
TEXT IN CONTEXT

Section 1



hello!

Today we are going to look at how 
to write a text in context essay. 



What is the Text in context essay?

This is where you talk about the text you have studied throughout the
year in class. You could be asked about a whole range of areas including,
but not limited to:

● Historical, political and social context.
● Themes and issues.
● Time Period and Setting.
● Portrayal of character.
● Audience Response



The Introduction

You must start with an introduction paragraph. This does not get marked but is a good 
way to focus your ideas and let the examiner know what you will be talking about. 
You must include:

1. The name of your text and the playwright.
2. A brief summary of the storyline.
3. Link to the question you will be answering. *reword the question*

Question 2

‘Mouthpiece’, written by Kieran Hurley is set in modern day Edinburgh. It is a play 
that explores themes of the class divide and the idea of entitlement: to what extent 
do we have the rights to our own story? In it, a young boy from a working class 
background chances upon a middle aged woman at a crisis point and they develop an 
unlikely friendship. I will go on to … *reword question*



Marking of Text in Context
These marks are split up into 4 marks like this:

Part 1 Part 2

● The 1st mark is given for making 
your point and providing 
evidence from the text.

● The 2nd mark is given when you 
link your point to the world of 
the text. – deeper 
insight/analysis

● The 3rd mark is awarded for 
your directing/acting/design 
concept. Remember to use 
terminology!!

● The 4th mark is given for 
linking your concept back to 
your point. Be specific here, no 
marks for vagueness

A1

B

B1



A  Marks

P - Point
E - Evidence
A - Analysis
L - Link

(A) 

One mark should be awarded for each relevant point of 

understanding with a textual reference which is used to 

respond to the question. Up to a maximum of five marks.

(A1)

One further mark should be awarded for each point the 

candidate makes, showing detailed development of 

understanding.



Getting the A/a1 marks

A -

✘ Write out your point in relation to the 
question.

✘ Briefly describe a moment that illustrate 
your point.

✘ Give an exact  quote from this moment 
that shows your point. 

A1 -

✘ Explain how this moment illustrates 
your point.

✘ Link it into the rest of the overall text. 

.



Part A Areas

Audience Response

Emotional  Responses

Character Relationships

Changes in Status

Changes in circumstance

Character Feelings

Character motivation

Character personality

Genre

Mood and Atmosphere

Themes and issues

Dramatic Tension

Contrast

Key Features

Key Moments

Conflict

Character

Response 

Storyline

Context



C - Concept
D - Development
L - Textual Link

(B) 

One mark should be awarded for each relevant 

concept.

(B1)

One further mark should be awarded for each point 

the candidate makes, showing detailed 

development of concept.

B Marks

You will answer this as: Director, Actor or Designer. 



Getting the B/B1 marks

B -

✘ Repeat your original point and say 
which area you would use to emphasise 
it. 

✘ Use drama words to explain exactly 
what the audience would see of your 
chosen production area on stage during 
the moment mentioned in part A. Try to 
include three things. 

B1 -

✘ Say how using your chosen area in this 
way would help emphasize your point. 

In your jotter title this section B/B1 Examples then copy down this EXACTLY.



Aspects of
Directing

Pre-show

Stage 
Proxemics

Positioning

Use of Levels

Characterisation

Character 
interaction

Acting style

Voice and 
Movement

Actor/Audience 
relationship

Special Effects

Production Areas

Drama media



Acting Concepts

Characterisation
Acting Techniques

Acting Style
Voice and movement

Proxemics
Interaction between characters

Rehearsal Techniques

As an actor the areas you will discuss are similar to that of a director but 
the perspective is on how you as an actor will portray them to an 

audience. 



As a Designer

Props

Materials
Size

Time period
Character

Set

Flats
Rostrum

Set Dressing
Materials
Colours

Time Period
Positioning

Costume

Character
Time Period

Material
Style
Size

Lighting

Gel Colour
Positioning

Intensity
Lantern

Gobo
Focus

Sound

Volume
Realism 
Timing

Makeup

Age
Time period



Example Questions

1. As a Director, describe how you 
would like your audience to react 
to five key moments in your 
selected text. You should use 
textual references to support your 
answer.

Explain, in detail, five different 
rehearsal activities that would help 
highlight the actors emotions at 
these key moments. (These need to 
be related to the first part of this 
question.)

2.As an Actor, describe five ways in 
which a central character highlights 
the themes and issues of your 
selected text. You should use 
textual references to support your 
answer.

Explain, in detail, the ways in which 
you would use five acting concepts 
to gain convey the theme and issues 
of your selected text. (These need 
to be related to the first part of this 
question.)

3.As a Designer, explain five ways in 
which your scene creates dramatic 
tension in your selected text. You 
should use textual references to 
support your answer.

Explain, in detail, the way in which 
you would use five design concepts 
to highlight the dramatic tension 
created in your scene. (These need to 
be related to the first part of this 
question.)



Getting to know your 
text



Getting to know The characters

Writing in Role

Write something from the point of view 
of your chosen character.

✘ A letter
✘ A diary entry
✘ A legal document
✘ A dating profile

Role on the Wall
Draw an outline of your character and 
put their thoughts and feelings on the 
inside and how others see them on the 
outside.  

Character Card
Write down facts about your character 
eg. What age are they? What do they 
physically look like? What is their job?

Timeline of the life:

From birth to the moment in the play, what are the key moments in the characters life and when did they take place? 



Create a quote bank! 

You must learn these by heart for the exam!


