
HIGHER STILL 
SENTENCE STRUCTURE 

 
Answer the following sentence structure questions which are all taken from past Higher Close 
Reading papers.  
 

❖ Remember, it is never enough to merely identify the sentence structure (eg. the writer 
lists; the writer uses repetition).  

❖ Similarly, you should avoid offering generic explanations of the effect (eg. the writer uses 
dashes to add extra information) 

❖ Always relate the effect to the specific ideas/content of the passage. 

 
1. The Mummy films were never a major cycle - women generally hated them - but they certainly scared the 

pants off plenty of boys of my generation - boys who usually defied the adults only rule to huddle in a seat 

near the front and shudder as the ominous music grew louder, and louder, and louder. 

(HIGHER: THE MENACE OF THE MUMMY) 

 
i. Comment on the different uses of dashes in this extract.    2 (A) 
ii. Comment on the structure of the closing words: “ as the ominous music …  

and louder.”          1 (A) 
 
 

2. Butch Cassidy never killed a man. Yet his friends were seasoned killers; their murders drove him to fits of 

remorse. 

(HIGHER: BUTCH CASSIDY) 

 

i. Comment on two ways in which the writer structures these lines so as to present a contrast 
between Cassidy and his men.        2 (A) 

 
 
3. Hubble (space telescope) saw the astounding sight of 1,500 galaxies that have never been seen before: it 

perceived utterly faint light – four billion times weaker than anything human eyes could detect.  

(HIGHER: HUBBLE) 
 

i. Explain briefly how the structure of this sentence reflects the meaning expressed by the words 
“astounding sight”.         2(A) 
    

 
4. Yet Ireland has managed to attract its young entrepreneurs back to help drive a burgeoning economy. We 

must do likewise. We need immigrants. We cannot grow the necessary skills fast enough to fill the gap sites. 

(HIGHER: IMMIGRATION) 

 
i. Show how the writer uses sentence structure to demonstrate her strength of feeling. 2 (A) 

 
 
5. I showed Aberore (a Kosovan asylum seeker) some press cuttings on asylum seekers. She was 

particularly shocked by one headline, A DOOR WE CAN’T CLOSE. She said, “It makes me feel like vermin.” 

And of another, “GET THEM OUT,” she demanded, “Who wrote that? It makes me feel as if I am no-one. I 

can give something to this country. But I want to say to these reporters: we’re all human beings and who 

knows when British people might need someone’s help? We left everything there:  we had a job, a huge 

house and a garden; we had a nice life. But the most important thing was our freedom.” 

(HIGHER: IMMIGRATION) 

 
i. By referring to sentence structure, show how you are made aware of how strongly Arberore feels 

about the press cuttings.         2 (A) 
 


