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National 5 Modern Studies 
Revision: Crime and Law 

 
Revision Topics/Checklist 
 
 
Types of Crime White collar and blue collar; theft; fraud; 

damage to property; traffic crime; assault; 
rape; murder; public order; drug/alcohol 

 
Crime Statistics Crime rates in Scotland (patterns); reasons why 

caustion must be used when refering to crime 
statistics  

 
Causes of Crime Poverty;  social exclusion; lack of education; 

geographical location; peer pressure; greed; 
poor role models; boredom 

 
Impact of Crime Local communities; individuals; victims 
 
Tackling Crime Role of the Police 
 
Drug/Alcohol/Traffic Laws Details of laws and their successes 
 
Criminal justice system High Court; Sheriff Court; District Court 
 Proceedures in court; verdicts in court  
 Sentences available in each 
 
Custodial sentences Arguments for/against these 
 
Alternatives to prison Communtiy Service; electronic tags etc 
 
Children’s Hearing System Proceedures and actions; strenghts and 

criticisms 
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SQA  

1. Describe, in detail, at least two different types of crime. (4) 

One type of crime is known as white collar  
This refers to crime committed in the course of your occupation by people who work in non 
manual jobs such as offices and sales.  Key examples would be fraud, bribery, forgery, 
computer crime and money laundering. Many people do not see these activities as crimes 
and, can often be motivated by the desire for increased wealth. This type of crime is not 
visible so can be harder to find. It is not always reported but costs UK businesses £4 billion a 
year. (Example could be non declaration of earnings if self employed) 
 

Blue collar crime. 
This type of crime is more obvious e.g. house breaking, vandalism or selling stolen goods. 
These are crimes committed by people who are lower on the socio-economic scale. Blue 
collar crime often uses physical force such breaking or entering or assault. The majority of 
prisoners are convicted for blue collar crime, perhaps because it is more obvious and 
attracts police attention. 
 
Non sexual violent crime 
This refers to crimes which use force, intimidation or the threat of force. Examples would 
include car jacking, where force or threat of force is used to steal a car or. Serious assault, 
murder and attempted murder are also violent crimes. Mugging, using force to make 
someone hand over belongings; often take place at night and they may use weapons like 
bottles and knives. Muggers take advantage of people carrying expensive items like phones, 
tablets. 
 
Knife Crime 
Knife crime is a small % of total crimes but gets lots of news coverage due to the extent of 
the injuries it can cause. Knife crime could be carrying a knife that is banned, threatening 
people with a knife or murder where the victim was stabbed with a knife; although legally 
you can carry a blade that is shorter than 3 inches. It becomes illegal to use it as a weapon 
or to threaten and harm somebody. Knifes are banned in schools in Scotland. 
 
Sexual crimes 
Sexual assault is any unwanted sexual contact and behaviour. This includes rape which 
means forcing somebody to have sex against their will. Sometimes a victim will be given a 
drink spiked with a date rape drug so they are unable to resist. If the victim is under 18 it is 
child abuse. Human trafficking often takes the form of women being trafficked into sexual 
exploitation to work as prostitutes. 
 
Traffic crime 
This refers to crimes where a driver has broken laws. For example they may have broken the 
speed limit by driving over 70mph on a motorway, driving with a mobile phone, or gone 
through traffic lights when they’re at red. Drink and driving is also a crime as is driving under 
the influence of drugs. One of the fastest growing traffic crimes is driving without insurance. 
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Public order 
Crimes which breach public order are often related to drug and alcohol related crimes 
They can range from someone causing a disturbance whilst drunk, underage drinking or 
selling alcohol to someone under 18. Possession of illegal drugs is against the law. If you are 
selling and supplying illegal drugs you are also committing an offence.  Sentences are much 
tougher for supplying.  
 
Anti-Social behaviour 
This affects people who live in communities and can make people feel uncomfortable and 
unsafe in their homes and neighbourhood. Crimes of anti-social behaviour can include noisy 
neighbours, graffiti and vandalism.  
 
Hate Crimes 
When a person is physically attacked, threatened with physical violence or subjected to 
abusive language due to their sexuality, religion or race, this is known as hate crime. Hate 
crimes are given a more serious punishment. This type of crime causes a lot of fear in 
communities. Males most likely to be victim of racial motivated. Hatred of a religion is 
known as sectarianism and in 2012 Glasgow accounted for 40% of Scotland’s total sectarian 
offences. 

 

SQA type question 

2. Certain crimes are more likely to be committed by young people.  
Describe, in detail, the types of crime some young people are more likely to 

commit (6) 

 
Gangs Crime: Many young men and girls, although to a lesser extent, join gangs. This may 
be for protection.  Gangs are normally based on territory, and involve fighting with other 
gangs; this has a negative impact on their community. Gangs and gang fighting are strongly 
linked with knife crime since some of these gang members carry knives for fighting with 
other gangs. 
 
 
Anti-social behaviour: This is persistent behaviour which causes an annoyance, alarm and 
anxiety to other people. This could include graffiti and vandalism. It could also be giving 
verbal abuse to people in the street or home area. Often anti social behaviour in children is 
fuelled by underage drinking, or peer pressure when a child may want to gain respect or feel 
party of a group by taking part. Anti social behaviour has a negative impact on the lives of 
people who live there. 
 
Theft: This may include shoplifting. Children may do this to get luxuries which they perhaps 
can’t afford such as make up. Peer pressure can also play a part in this, by trying to win 
acceptance or respect by stealing.  
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Attempt to buy alcohol underage: You have to be over 18 to purchase alcohol. Some 
youngsters commit a crime by buying alcohol for themselves. Other young people who are 
over 18 may also commit a crime by buying alcohol for a person who is not 18. Young 
people may also commit the crime of being drunk in a public place such as a park, since they 
are unable to drink in bars. 
 
Taking drugs: Young people can break the law when they possess (or intend to possess) or 
supply illegal drugs. This might include smoking Cannabis a class B drug or taking illegal 
highs. 
 

 

Causes of Crime 
 

• Peer pressure - egged on by mates to commit crimes, e.g. taking illegal drugs 

• Inequalities – lack of money may lead people to stealing e.g. luxuries / necessities 

• Boredom – young people may resort to crime if there are few facilities in the area 

• Neighbourhood – if it is a bad area and it is ‘normal’ to commit crime 

• To support a drug or alcohol addiction 

• Opportunity – an open window or unlocked door 

• Poor role models – copy illegal behaviour of sibling or parent e.g. 

• Jealousy/greed e.g. Fraud e.g. MP expenses / organised crime e.g. drug trafficking 

 

SQA 
 

3. Explain, in detail, why some people may commit crimes. (6/8) 
 
Some people commit crime because they are greedy. 
 

The MP expenses crisis in 2010 has shown that wealthy people have been claiming extra 

money fraudulently even though they do not live in poverty. Criminals may not be in 

poverty, but wish to take gain more money.  White collar crime, such as tax evasion or 

frauds are committed due to greed and not because a person is in poverty. Often, White 

collar crime such as bribery, computer hacking is committed due to greed and because it is 

easy to hide.  Organised crime is due to greed (drug and human trafficking, pirate CD/DVDs) 

 

Economic 

People can commit crime because they are poor. 

Poorer families who are unemployed or unable to claim benefits may not be able to afford 

material goods, food or more recently fuel. This can result in crime to meet basic needs or 
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to keep up with trends in fashion and electronics which they could not otherwise afford. Our 

society attaches much importance to material goods that people want to acquire them even 

though can’t afford them.  Families, including children may be forced to shoplift in order to 

get essentials like food to feed their family or clothes. Blue collar crime such as robbery is 

often associated with this. 

Geographical 

People can commit crime because they are bored and live in a socially deprived area. 

These areas tend to have fewer local facilities such as parks or leisure complexes, and if the 

people are poor they do not have money to take part in organised social activities. For 

young people this can lead to boredom and this may tempt young people into getting 

involved in activities which are not legal. They might join in a gang and engage in anti-social 

behaviour like street fighting or joy riding for the thrill of it.  Robberies are higher than 

average in poor areas with high levels of social problems. The highest rate of violent crime 

takes place in poorer areas. 

Upbringing 

People can commit crime because they have poor role models and parenting. If a child’s 

parents or sibling have no respect for the law or another person’s property then he/she will 

grow up with the same attitude. They turn to this life as for them this is the ‘norm’. If a child 

grows up with parents who buy or sell stolen property then they feel that it is acceptable to 

steal. 

Children living in homes where there is criminality, violence, neglect or parents abuse drugs 

or alcohol can are more vulnerable to turning to crime. Children who live in dysfunctional 

families are more likely to turn to crime. For example children who do not have set 

boundaries, such as curfews, may stay out late or hang out with a bad crime and be led into 

breaking the law such as underage drinking.  

Social  

People can commit crime because of peer pressure.  

This is very important in youngsters that are excluded from society (poverty/family 

breakdown/poor housing) although it can take place in wealthy areas too. Some youngsters 

will commit crime to draw attention to them and to win popularity/acceptance within a 

group. This may make them break the law and buy alcohol under aged or take illegal drugs. 

It can also lead them to joining gangs for a sense of community which may lead to law 

breaking such as vandalism or violence against others. 
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Addiction to alcohol and drugs can cause people to commit crime. 

Alcohol can make people more reckless, 50% of violent crimes are committed while people 

were drunk. People who are dependent on drugs or alcohol and are desperate for them can 

turn to crime to support their habit; for example, stealing money or property to sell to pay 

for more drugs.  7/10 people accused of murder in Scotland had been drinking or on drugs. 

50% of Scotland’s prisoners said they were drunk when they committed their offence.  

Poor or Lack of education can cause crime.  

A lack of education makes it harder for these people to find well paid jobs, employment or 

an apprenticeship after school. This can cause poverty and they have little money for 

fashion items or new technology such as iphones. They can turn to crime to supplement a 

low wage/lack of wage or because it means that their time is not filled during the day. This 

can lead to boredom and often crime such as joyriding.  

SQA 

4. Explain, in detail, the impact of crime on individuals and/or 

communities/society. (8) 

 
Communities  
 
Crime can have a financial impact as it is very expensive for society as a whole. Money 
from taxation has to be used to pay for the consequences of crime. The overall cost of crime 
in the UK runs into billions of pounds. This can affect essential services like healthcare. 
Money is needed for the police to catch criminals and also courts to prosecute criminals. 
Money from taxation is used to pay for prison or alternatives to prison. In 2011 the London 
riots hundreds lost their homes and businesses. The total cost was around ½ a billion 
pounds. 5000 compensation claims after the riots. If crime rises more money is spent on this 
rather than hospitals or schools leading to poorer healthcare and education 
 
Crime can damage community spirit. People may tend to keep themselves to themselves 
for fear of harassment. People may avoid going out or avoid going to public spaces where 
groups of rowdy youths hang out for fear of potential attack. 
 
Crime in an area can affect the prospects of those living there. Whole communities and 
young people can be labelled bad. It can make it harder to get a good education, job or be 
able to move house. Schools might find it hard to recruit staff as they get a bad reputation 
and pupils often receive a poorer education. House prices fall because people don’t want to 
live in the area. This means those who have bought houses there struggle to move and can 
feel trapped. If an area is labelled bad companies may choose not to invest in an area for 
fear of crime or because of the negative impact crime has had on the skills and qualifications 
in the area. 

6 



7 
 

Crime can have a physical impact on communities Areas with high levels of crime can 
contribute to ‘environmental poverty’ and can lead to depopulation of areas with high levels 
of crime. The area can become run down and this means there is a high level of vandalism 
and graffiti. People want to move away to escape crime, and often shops close down which 
means locals have few services. 
 
Individuals  
 
Revolving Door: For people who commit crime it can have a long term impact of making 
them more likely to be poor and commit crime again. Young people who get involved in 
crime tend to do less well at school and can fall into a downward spiral of poverty and 
crime. People acquire criminal records which stay with them all their lives. This can be 
stigmatised and make it difficult to get employment. They enter the ‘revolving door’ of 
prison, poverty and prison 
 
Damage Future Prospects 
Long term consequences for person who committed offence. In 2011 a 21 year old stole a 
case of bottled water during London riots. He served 6 months in prison. This will restrict 
him from living such a full life when out. People lose their jobs when they go to jail. The 
majority of employers ask about previous convictions, (Also for a mortgage to buy a house) 
When he applies for certain jobs he will need to disclose this. It will make it hard to go to 
certain countries like the USA.  
 
 
Victims  
 
Crime can have a financial impact as it is very expensive for individuals. Victims may need 
to pay for things which they would otherwise not needed to have spent the money on. If an 
individual is burgled and they claim on their insurance this can cause their insurance 
premiums to be raised. Individuals without insurance may have to replace stolen property 
after a burglary or theft. They also may choose to fit expensive security systems. Or they 
may pay for taxis at night rather than walking. Families of murder victims have the expense 
of burials•  
 
 
Crime can have an emotional impact on individuals. If you are the victim of crime, knowing 
that someone has deliberately tried to cause you harm can make people feel powerless and 
vulnerable. The emotional side effects have been shown to last longer than the physical 
impact such as bruises. It can lead to depression or Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome. Victims 
of repeated crime such as domestic abuse or racism are particularly affected. Individuals 
may be too scared to go out side, which can affect work or studies; confidence not just 
possessions taken. May need support from mental health services.  
 
Crime can have a physical impact on individuals. When a person is mugged they may lose 
their property or in a knife attack they may be wounded. Elderly people often die from the 
trauma they get for example if beaten up during a burglary.  
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Hassle 
Contacting police, cancelling bank cards, passport office and your mobile phone provided.  
 
The SQA Says “Efforts to tackle crime: The role of the police in maintaining law and order, 
detecting criminals, crime prevention and public protection. Ways in which the police 
implement initiatives.”  
 

SQA 

5. Describe, in detail, the role of the police. (6/8) 

Maintain law and order / Protection of the public. They are specifically used at hotspots 

where there are large amounts of people and crowds. This could be at a well attended 

football match or a demonstration. A uniformed presence is important to reassure people 

and also to deter any potential criminals such as pick-pocketers. For example the police 

were used at the Olympic Games due to the large amount of visitors and also the 

Wickerman festival has to pay for a police presence due to the large numbers which attend. 

Here the police ensure that those that take part are safe and to make sure that people 

present do not break the law. Seeing uniformed officers offers reassurance to the public 

 

Detect crimes e.g. carry out investigations, interview witnesses, process evidence, CCTV and 

DNA profiling, CID / Forensics 

 

Crime prevention e.g. advice on crime prevention, helping to set up neighbourhood/street 

watch schemes, visiting schools. CCTV, Community policing – beat bobbies; development of 

local relationships through talking to the public and going into schools to talk to pupils 

 

Initiatives e.g. knife amnesties 2012 for 8 weeks in the East End of Glasgow 

 

Involvement in Court System. E.g give evidence  

 

Manage Traffic - Officers in the traffic police have to be skilled drivers who have undergone 

specialist training.  It is the job of the Traffic Department to enforce traffic laws, manage 

traffic and deal with emergencies on the roads to ensure public safety. (Bin lorry tragedy in 

George Square December 2014/ Clutha Bar helicopter Crash in Glasgow November 2013. 

They will also help to educate young people by visiting schools.  (Enforce Laws, Engineer 

routes, Educate drivers) 
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SQA 

6. Explain, in detail, how alcohol/drugs can lead to crime. (4/6) 

Alcohol and drugs can lead to crime for a variety of reasons. To begin with, many peoples’ 
personalities can change whilst under the influence of alcohol/drugs. This can make them 
behave in a way they wouldn’t normally. For example, 50% of all reported violent crimes in 
this country in 2014 involved alcohol. Frequently in Glasgow City centre on a Friday and 
Saturday night, people get into fights and behave in a way totally different to the way they 
behave when sober. 
 
Secondly, if someone is addicted to drugs, for example heroin, then they have to ‘feed their 
habit’. This can lead to crime as they may not have the money to buy their next ‘fix’. They 
then may resort to mugging someone or breaking into a house to steal money or items 
which can then be sold on. This will give them the money they need to but their drugs. 
Therefore, people may commit crime to get the money needed to buy the drugs they are 
addicted to.  
 
Finally, people often drink or take drugs as part of their social life at the weekend. If 
someone drinks alcohol on a Friday night out, then drives on a Saturday morning, they could 
be committing a crime without even realising it. Most people convicted of drink driving 
offences in this country were breathalysed and found to be over the legal limit the morning 
after they had been drinking. Therefore, alcohol can lead to crime and the individual is not 
even aware they are breaking the law until it is too late. 

 
7. Describe how the Scottish Government has tried to address the 

problems of alcohol and/or drugs. (6) 

The Scottish Government has tried to address the problems of alcohol and drugs in this 
country in a variety of ways. To begin with, the Scottish Government introduced new laws. 
In 2009 they changed the laws when alcohol could be bought to 10am and 10pm in 
supermarkets. It also stopped snacks being sold next to alcohol and bulk buy reductions. 
Alcohol had to be sold only in a specific area within the shop. The purpose of this was to try 
to limit the amount of alcohol an individual could buy, therefore reducing alcohol 
consumption. 

In addition, the government changed the legal limit for drinking and driving in December 
2014. This new law makes the legal drink-drive limit in Scotland lower than elsewhere in the 
UK. The change reduces the legal alcohol limit from 80mg to 50mg in every 100ml of blood. 
Therefore the government believe the new limit will cut the number of deaths and serious 
injuries on Scottish roads.  

Finally, the Scottish Government has also tried to address the issue of drugs by changing the 
classification of cannabis. Cannabis is often thought of by many people as being ‘harmless’ 
or a ‘safe drug’. However, research has suggested that using the drug can lead to psychosis 
and other mental health issues. As a result of this, the government changes the classification 
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form Class C to a Class B drug. The hope is that as using the drug now carries a potential 5 
year prison sentence it will put people off from taking it. The change also means tougher 
penalties on those supplying and growing the drug.  

 
SQA 

8. Describe, in detail, the adult court system in Scotland. (6) 

The Adult Court system in Scotland consists of the High Court, the Sheriff Court and the 

Justice of the Peace Court. The High Court is Scotland's highest criminal court. Edinburgh, 

Glasgow and Aberdeen have permanent High Court buildings. Throughout the rest of the 

country the High court sits in the local Sheriff Court building. The High Court deals with the 

most serious of crimes such as treason, murder and rape, armed robbery, drug trafficking 

and sexual offences involving children; referred to as Solemn Procedure (Jury present). For 

example, in 2007, Peter Tobin was sentenced to life with a minimum of 21 years for the rape 

and murder of Angelika Kluk in Glasgow in 2006. He was tried in the High court as this court 

can issue long prison sentence. 

There are a total of 49 sheriff courts throughout Scotland. Sheriff Courts deal with crimes 

which are too serious for a Justice of the Peace court but not serious enough for a High 

Court; can deal with Summary Procedure (No jury present) and Solemn Procedure (Jury 

present). However, on the basis of new evidence being provided, a Sheriff can refer the case 

to the High Court. For example, if someone is accused of drugs possession, but it then 

comes to light that they are in fact a main supplier of drugs on a large scale, the case will be 

referred up as Sheriff Courts can only impose a maximum sentence of 5 years. 

Finally, the Justice of the Peace Courts are the lowest level of criminal court.  Justice of the 

Peace Courts handle relatively minor crimes such as cases of breach of the peace, minor 

assaults, minor road traffic offences and petty theft. Cases are dealt with by a bench of one 

or more lay justices; apart from Glasgow's justice of the peace court where a legally 

qualified Stipendiary Magistrate can sit (this is a solicitor or advocate (fully qualified in law). 

A lay justice is not legally trained. They come from all walks of life, but will be advised by a 

legal expert to help them decide what to do with dealing with a case. The maximum 

sentence that a Stipendiary Magistrate may impose is 12 months imprisonment or a fine not 

exceeding £10,000. Lay justices can impose custodial sentences of up to 60 days and can 

impose fines of up to £2,500. 
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SQA 

9. Describe, in detail, the punishments available to the courts in Scotland. 

(6) 

There are numerous punishments available to courts in Scotland. To begin with, the 

Community Payback Order. The new Community Payback Order came into effect on 1 

February 2011. It gives courts the flexibility to impose one or more of a range of 

requirements, depending on the nature of the crime and the underlying issues that need 

addressed to stop the offending behaviour. When sentencing the offender to a community 

payback order the court could require them to participate in alcohol, drug or mental health 

treatment interventions. For example, if someone had been drunk and causes a disturbance 

in the street then instead of going to prison, the Sheriff can make them go to get help for 

alcohol abuse. 

Another punishment available is a Home Detention Curfew Order. This is when someone is 

fitted with an electronic tag. The tag is monitored by a communication box at the home of 

the criminal. They are not allowed to leave the house for a certain period of time each day. 

For example, this is a punishment handed quite frequently to youths involved in gangs in the 

Parkhead area of the East End of Glasgow. The youths tend to be involved in criminal 

activity at night. Therefore, they must remain in the house from 7pm until 7am. The idea is 

that they are taking out of circulation at the times they would be most likely to be tempted 

into crime. If they violate the curfew, they are arrested and often sent to prison. 

Finally, custodial sentences are also available to the courts in Scotland. This is when 

someone is sent to prison for a period of time. The punishment is the loss of their liberty 

and freedoms. The hope is that whilst in prison, they will receive help and have the chance 

to reform so that when released, they will become productive members of society. This 

punishment is often used in relation to repeat offending or more serious crimes. 

 

SQA 

10. Explain, in detail, the strengths/weaknesses of custodial sentences. (8) 

 

Strengths 

• the public are protected from dangerous criminals;  

• people who break the law are punished by having their freedom taken away from 
them;  

• prisons can help offenders get over an addiction to drugs and/or alcohol;  

• prisoners can learn new skills in prison to help them get a job on their release. In 
Saughton prison in Edinburgh inmates can gain qualifications in food hygiene, forklift  
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• truck driving, plumbing and plastering.  They can study for Open University degrees 
or work on basic numeracy and literacy. 

• For example Theatre Nemo in Barlinne helps prisoners deal with the social and 
emotional issues which contributed to them committing crime. 

• Possibility of a prison sentence acts as a deterrent to criminals. 

• It acts as a deterrent to some offenders; people may not commit a crime for fear of 
being sent to jail. For example at present recorded crime in Britain is at a 37 year 
low.  

• Another advantage of prison is that it allows prisoners to deal with substance abuse 
 

Weaknesses 

• prison does not deter people from committing crime or     re-offending. For example, 
60% of offenders  
re-offend in Scotland within 2 years; In March 2012 2,500 prisoners had served more 

than 10 previous prison sentences. Half of those had served more than 25 jail terms. 

Although      re-conviction rate is at a 13year low, over 60% of those in prison go on 

to re-offend in the next 2 years and 40% of them will be reconvicted within that 

time. 

• prisons are colleges of crimes – people come out knowing more about how to 
commit crimes than when they went in; 

• it is very expensive. It costs about £25 000 per prisoner per year. 

• Not enough money is spent on the rehabilitation of prisoners. 

• A disadvantage of sending criminals to prison is that it can lead to family 
breakdown. Children lose role models and close contact with a mother or father.  
This in itself can lead to issues with parenting and can contribute to the children 
being more vulnerable to becoming involved in crime. 

• One criticism of prisons is that they do more harm than good for drug addicts. In 
prisons drugs are rife, thrown over walls or hidden in gifts at visiting time. As a result 
some may become addicted to drugs or find it hard to quit. Some feel they do not 
punish the offender enough. In many cases prisoners get to spend a large amount of 
their day watching TV, which is seen as ‘soft’ and a feeling that they should have 
harsher conditions. Finally some believe a disadvantage is that prisons may do 
more harm than good and are often blamed for turning petty criminals into 
hardened criminals.  
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11. Explain, in detail, the strengths/weaknesses of alternatives to custody. 

(8) 

Benefits of alternatives 

 

• No family break up 

• Fines – allowed still to work, not lose jobs and further problems 

• Community benefit from unpaid work e.g. Community pay back cleaning 

• Minor crimes do not need harsh punishment 

• Cost – much cheaper to tax payer 

• Prison overcrowding 

• Prison does not act as a deterrent – re-offending issue 

• Universities of crime 

• Drugs rife – poor rehabilitation in prison 
 

Give arguments for and against electronic tagging 

For: 

• Reduces the prison population – prevents overcrowding 

• Cost effective – costs less money than sending someone to jail 

• More appropriate for some people/crimes, e.g. offender can keep their job 

• Allows a measure of freedom to remain in society – offenders can remain with their 
families which is an important factor in preventing re-offending 

Against: 

• Ineffectual punishment – seen as a ‘soft’ option as the offender remains in the 
community 

• Criminal may remove the tag  

• The offender can commit crime out with the restricted hours as he is free to go where 
ever he wishes 

• Dangerous criminals remain in the community 

• if a criminal moves out of the range it may take some time to recapture them 
 

Against non custodial in general 

• Fines people may not pay the fine and be sent to prison; poor people may not be 
able to afford to pay the fine 

• seen as  a ‘soft’ option because the offender remains in the community; offenders 
may continue to offend outside of restricted areas or times; if a criminal moves out 
of the range it may take some time to recapture them. 
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For non custodial  

reduces the number of people sent to prison; offender is not separated from family by a 

custodial sentence; minor crimes do not justify a harsh punishment, i.e. a custodial 

sentence; low cost to the taxpayer. 

it is cheaper than jail; offenders can remain with their families; any tampering with the 

tagging device leads to immediate action. 

 

12. Describe, in detail, the powers of the Children’s Hearing system. (6) 

The Children’s Hearing System can discharge the referral because they feel no action is 

necessary. However if they feel that action is necessary they can recommend that the child 

should be put under a compulsory supervision order (CSO). In most cases the child will stay 

at home and a social worker will be allocated to supervise. However, if necessary the CHS 

has the power to take a child into care. This may mean moving the child in with relatives or 

foster carers, or into a children’s home or secure accommodation.  

Children’s Hearings can also restrict who the child can associate with, force them onto a 

behavioural rehabilitation programme and even restrict their movements by the 

introduction of an electronic tag. 

The panel can also refer to the Sherrif Court if they are unsure as how to proceed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


