
National 5 Media Preferred 
Reading 



Learning Intention 

•To develop understanding 
of preferred audience and 
what this means in media 



Success Criteria 

You will know you have been 
successful when: 

•You can answer a preferred reading 
question based on the Big Bang 
theory 



Starter Task 

•To influence behaviour…. 
•To legitimize behaviour….
•To inform…
•To entertain… 
•To promote an idea… 
•To make a profit… 



Preferred reading 

•This is similar to 
representation 
•It means the way the film 

maker is intending 
something to come across 



For example 

•The preferred reading of Bruce Wayne is that he is wealthy 
and so he is dressed in a suit and is flippant about how 
much money he has 
•The preferred reading of Batman is that he is a hero so he 

wears a cape and saves Rachel when she is chucked of the 
building 
•The preferred reading of the Joker is that he is a lunatic 

who just enjoys people suffering so he is seen to carry 
weapons and laugh when he hurts people 



So… 

• If I were to get a preferred reading question in the 
exam, why can’t I just write about the preferred 
readings in the Dark Knight. Well, you can. Except if 
there is also a representation question in the exam. 

• If there is also a representation question then you 
will just end up repeating yourself and then you will 
not get the marks. 



So… 

•If you get a representation 
question, WRITE ABOUT THE 
DARK KNIGHT 
•If you get a preferred reading 
question, WRITE ABOUT THE BIG 
BANG THEORY  



As we watch 

• How is custom used to show that Leonard and Sheldon are 
geeky? 

• How is custom used to show that Penny is the attractive 
female? 

• How is mise en scene used to show that Sheldon’s apartment is 
geeky? 

• How are camera angles used to show that Penny is meant the 
attractive female? 

• How is positioning used to show that Kurt is stronger than 
Lenard and Sheldon? 



Preferred reading 

•What doe the maker of the Big Bang 
Theory want you to take away from 
this?
•What does he want us to think about 
Penny, Sheldon etc. 
•Why are we meant to find it funny? 



Stereotypes 

•What stereotypes are 
used in this episode? 



•What problems might 
people have with this 

show? 



•https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=YClRgs1VX
js what are some of the 
problems here? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YClRgs1VXjs


Sexism 

• The Pop-Culture Detective unpacked what he calls the “adorkable 
misogyny” of The Big Bang Theory, where so-called “nerds” can get away 
with things including upskirting, stalking, ignoring consent, flashing, and 
other forms of sexism (eg asking women if they’re “menstruating”, or 
saying women only care about “salad and lip gloss”).

• “It’s their status as nerdy nice guys that lets them off the hook for a wide 
range of creepy, entitled, and downright sexist behaviours,” the Pop-
Culture Detective explains. Their behaviour is normalised because they 
are placed in the category of “unthreatening”.



Examples of an ‘unpreferred’ reading 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYaRNrrUwe4

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJMKqz2o20I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYaRNrrUwe4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJMKqz2o20I


How to answer a preferred reading question 

•If it is asking you about the preferred 
reading you need to explain how the 
filmmaker is wanting the whole thing to 
come across. 

•How do they want Sheldon to come across? 



Example 

•The preferred reading is that Sheldon 
is dorky and socially unaware. This is 
scene in this outfit of a comic book t 
shirt which is normally considered 
dorky and the fact that he doesn’t 

understand sarcasm. 



Unpreferred reading 

•You answer the question in the same way, but this time 
explain why the impact was not what the producer 
wanted. For example, 

An unpreferred reading of Penny is that she is the dumb 
blonde and that she is sexualised. This is seen by her 
costume of skimpy clothes in the first episode and the long 
shot that shows her body. Some people found this 
sexualised and offence. 



Preferred reading past paper question 

2018 

Producers prefer their content to be read in certain way. 

a. Describe two preferred readings of a media content that you have 
studied. 2 marks 

b. Explain in detail how these preferred readings can be seen in the 
media content that you have studied. 8 marks 


