
Writing a Literature Essay 

At Int 2 and Higher level you will be expected to research and plan out your own work. This 
sheet will help you to assess your first draft before you hand it to the teacher.  
Reading it through will also remind you of what you need to do to write a good critical essay. 

                   
  

BEFORE YOU BEGIN                  Tick 
 

1. Do I understand the question?        
2. Have I made notes on aspects of the question from the text?    
3. Have I checked through class notes for relevant information?     
 
 
1ST DRAFT 
 

1. Does my introduction make clear the essay’s subject matter?    
2. Does it introduce the text’s main themes in the light of the question? 

  
3. Have I referred to the words of the essay question: once? 

several times?   
 throughout the essay?   

   using varied vocabulary?   
   consistently and making clear how my argument is  *   
   developing in relation to the essay question? 
 

4. Have I used evidence from the text to support my views?  
Have I used quotations from the text to support my views?   

 
5. Have I shown knowledge of the text that is basic? 

  sound? 
   thorough? * 
 

6. Have I shown an understanding of the text’s theme in relation 
to the question? 
 

7. Have I commented on stylistic devices and how they relate to  
the theme / question? 
Have I commented on their effectiveness?    

(you may wish to consider...characterisation, symbolism,  
structure, imagery, language, rhythm)  

 
8. Have I included my view once?    

  sometimes?    
  throughout?  * 
 

9. Does my conclusion explain how the area of text I analysed  
helps me appreciate what the author is trying to show?  
      

    *  = target box 
 
 Remember: -  Use inverted commas around titles and quotations 

- Use capitals to begin each important word in the text’s title 
- When writing about prose/ drama, give a character’s full name the first 

time you use it, giving a concise identification e.g. Atticus Finch, 
Maycomb’s lawyer. 

Tick 
one 
box 
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one 
box 

Tick 
one 
box 


