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COURSE AIMS 

 

 

By The End Of This Unit I Will: 

 
• know how to investigate a Scottish historical theme to discover how past events 

or the actions of individuals have shaped Scottish society.                                                              

                                                                         SOC 2-03a 

• have discussed the motives of those involved in a significant turning point in the 

past and assessed the consequences it had then and since.               SOC 3-06a 

 

• be able to show my understanding across different areas of learning,  I will be 

able to identify and consider the purpose and main ideas of a text and use 

supporting detail.                                                                               LIT 2-16a 

• have considered the impact that layout and presentation has and combined 

lettering, graphics and other features to engage my reader.            LIT 2-24a 
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What Was Medieval Scotland Like? 

Until the time of King Kenneth, Scotland had been under constant attack from 

Norsemen, Picts, Britons, Celts, and Angles.  In 843 Kenneth united the clans and 

declared himself ruler of Scotia.  He took the Stone of Destiny to Scone to be used 

for his coronation. 

 

This stone is traditionally regarded as  

the pillow Jacob used when he dreamt of a  

   ladder carrying angels between heaven and  

               earth. 

 

 

The period you will study picks up Scottish history in 1286, 10 years before what is 

considered to be the first Scottish War of Independence. 

Discuss: What makes someone a good ruler? 

  What gives someone the right to rule? 

  What gives someone the right to resist a ruler? 

 

 

 

Who Died And Made You King? 
 
Your teacher will place you in groups and pick one person from each group to be the 

King/Queen.  Your teacher will then give you a pack of playing cards.  Follow the instructions 

below: 

 

1.  Monarch deals out all cards evenly. 

2. Players look through their cards and give all aces to the monarch. 

3. The monarch should give away 1 low card to each member of the group in exchange 

for 1 best card. 

4. The monarch should inform the group of any other rules they want to use (i.e. 

whenever a 10 appears the monarch automatically wins that hand, or the person with 

the lowest card has to sing a song of loyalty to the monarch). 

 

Once the above steps have been carried out, all players should put their cards in a pile face 

down in front of them.  All players turn over their top card.  The highest card player takes 

all the cards in that round.  When there is a draw, the players involved keep laying cards 

until there is a winner.  The winner is the person left with the most cards. 

 

Think about it:  What is it like for people who are not monarchs to obey these rules?  Did 

they feel like they wanted to resist the rules? 
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Good King Alexander 

 

In 1286, Alexander III had been the King of Scotland for 37 years (since he was 8 

years old) and Scotland was thriving. 

 

Wealth 
 

Trade grew and towns prospered.  Scotland remains a very poor country, but life was 

improving for most people. 

 

Marriage 
 

Alexander III married the sister of the English King, Margaret.  This marriage 

helped to maintain peace with England. 

 

Alexander III’s daughter, Margaret married King Eric of Norway.  This marriage 

helped to maintain good relations between Scotland and its neighbours and put off 

the threat of an attack. 

 

Peace 
 

In 1266 the Treaty of Perth was signed signalling a period of peace between Norway 

and Scotland.  The islands of the Hebrides were sold to the Scots whilst Orkney and 

Shetland would remain Norwegian.  Scotland’s borders to the North and West were 

now fixed. 

 

Alexander controlled the powerful nobles and tried to deal fairly with all his subjects.    

Peasants could grow their crops and rear their animals without fearing that they 

would be stolen. 

 

TASK: 

 

1. Write a list of all the things Alexander III did to improve things in 

Scotland. 
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Justice, King Style! 
Your teacher will choose 4 of you to take on the role of a person on trial at the 

court of Alexander III.  Each of the 4 pupils will then choose two pupils to make up 

their defence team.  Each three will be given details of their case.  The rest of the 

class will be divided into groups and will also receive one of the 4 roles, they will be 

the prosecution.  Defence should prepare to defend themselves, the prosecution 

should come up with 3 awkward questions to ask the defendant. 

 

Run the trial!  Your teacher will tell you the outcome of each of the four trials at 

the end. 

 

Look at the map below.  What do you notice about where all the trials take 

place? 

 

Discuss:  Alexander III was present at a large number of court cases and 

decided personally on how people should be punished for crimes.  How do you 

think this might have made him a better ruler? 
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Look at the family tree below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who would you expect to become King/Queen after Alexander’s death? 
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Then...Tragedy Strikes... 
 

All three of Alexander’s children died before him.  Alexander’s granddaughter, 

Princess Margaret, the Maid of Norway would become the heir to the throne.  

However, she is only one year old, too young to rule and she is female! 

 

Discuss:  Why might her gender be a problem? 

 

In 1285, Alexander remarried.  His new wife, Yolande was young and it was hoped 

that a male heir would be born to eliminate the problem of having the Maid of Norway 

as heir to the throne.
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Then...Tragedy Strikes...Again... 

 
In March 1286, Alexander was having a meeting of his Grand Council at Edinburgh 

Castle.  There was a storm outside.  When the meeting was over, Alexander decided 

to return to Kinghorn in Fife where his new wife Yolande was staying.  Despite the 

wildness of the night and the pleas of his nobles, Alexander was determined to go.  In 

the middle ages there were no bridges across the Firth of Forth, only a ferry, at 

Dalmeny.  The ferry-man warned Alexander that it was too dangerous to cross the 

stormy sea.  Alexander ignored his warnings, but despite the bad weather conditions, 

they reached the other side safely. 

 

Alexander turned down the offer of a bed for the night at Inverkeithing and he and 

his guides set off on horseback along the narrow path by the sea.  By now it was dark 

and the storm was getting worse.  No-one really knows what happened next but when 

the guides reached Kinghorn, Alexander was no longer with them.  The King was found 

the next morning, at the bottom of a cliff with a broken neck.  In the darkness, his 

horse probably stumbled and fell, throwing Alexander to his death. 

 

TASK: 

 

1. Imagine you have been asked to direct a film on the life of Alexander III.  

Who would you cast in the following roles:  Alexander III, Yolande, The 

Ferry Man, Alexander’s guides? 

2. Take a new page in your jotter and turn your jotter to landscape.  Using a 

ruler, draw a grid with six boxes.  Draw a storyboard for your film. 
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Then...Tragedy Strikes...Yet Again... 
 

Alexander III’s little granddaughter, the Maid of Norway, became ruler of Scotland 

after his death.  She was too young to leave her father in Norway and so six 

guardians were appointed to rule Scotland on her behalf. 

 

King Edward of England saw this as a chance to extend his influence into Scotland.  In 

1289 he and the King of Norway agreed that the young Queen of Scots, who was now 

six years old, should be sent to live in England until she was old enough to rule 

Scotland alone.  Edward also arranged for her marriage to his son and heir. 

 

King Edward sent a great ship to bring the little queen over from Norway.  No 

expense was spared to make her journey more comfortable.  Figs, raisins and 

gingerbread were put on board.  The ship sailed from Bergen in Norway in September, 

in rough seas.  The little queen took ill and the ship put into Orkney where she died 

without ever seeing her kingdom of Scotland.  Her body was taken back to Norway to 

be buried. 

 

Complete the Quiz Word Below (you might want to use the family tree on page 7 

to help you) : 

 

 1          

    2       

 3          

   4        

           

  6         

   7        

    8       

           

 

 

1. Margaret’s ship departed from where?  (6) 

2. What would Margaret have called Alexander’s son David?  (5) 

3. Who wanted Margaret to marry his son?  (6) 

4. Islands where the Queen died.  (6) 

5. The Maid’s “step-grandmother”.  (7) 

6. Alexander III’s son-in-law.  (4) 

7. Where Alexander III boarded the ferry on the night he died.  (7) 

8. Where Margaret thought of as home.  (6) 

9. The journey across this ended in the death of the Maid of Norway.  (5, 3) 

 

What word can you read spelt vertically? 

5 

9 
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Now watch the clip ‘The Death of Alexander’ and answer the questions below: 

 

1. How many people had died in the last 9 years of Alexander’s life? 

2. The relationship between Alexander and Edward was warm/cold (score out the 

incorrect word). 

3. Why would Edward want his son to marry the Maid of Norway? 

 

 

 

Your teacher will give you a piece of A4 paper.  Divide your paper 

into 6 boxes.  Draw a comic strip showing the events leading up to 

the death of Alexander.  Look at the next page for an example. 
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The Crisis Of Succession 

 

Copy and complete the following paragraph into your jotter.  Use the word list to fill 

in the blanks. 

 

Towards the end of the ___________________ Scotland needed to find a new 

ruler.  King Alexander and the young Queen Margaret had died within a few years of 

each other leaving no direct _______.  There was more than one claimant to the 

___________ and it was difficult to decide who should be the next King.  Could the 

________ of Scotland find a way of choosing a new ruler without a destructive 

______________? 

 

 

How To Choose A Ruler For Scotland 
 

The Bishop of St. Andrews (a guardian of Scotland)  

asked Edward for help.  He thought that as Edward  

was Alexander III’s brother-in-law and he was a  

neighbour who had a good understanding of the Law,  

he would be in a good position to help.  However, there  

were those in England who thought that Edward  

should seize this opportunity to take control of  

Scotland.  By this stage Edward had already  

conquered Wales and controlled areas of France.  He  

was a powerful King.  Edward agreed to judge the  

claims of those who thought they should be the next King of Scotland.  However, in 

return Edward made the nobles declare him their overlord. 

 

TASK: 

 

1. Why did the Scots ask Edward for help choosing a ruler? 

2. What is meant by the term overlord? 

3. How might Edward being declared overlord of the Scottish nobles cause 

problems in the future? 

 

Word List 

 

Heir      civil war  

Thirteenth Century AD      leaders 

throne  
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Look at the family tree on the next page.  There were originally 13 candidates for the 

job.  By 1292, only 2 remained; Robert Bruce, Lord of Annandale and John Balliol, 

Lord of Galloway. 

 

Cast Your Votes! 
 

Your teacher will place you in groups of 3.  Each group of 3 will be allocated a 

different candidate to be King and some information about their person. 

 

Look at the family tree below.  One candidate at a time will stand up and explain 

why they think they should be King.   

 

Your teacher will write the feudal laws of succession on the board. 

 

The class will then decide whether or not their claim is strong enough for them to 

still be considered. 

 

Your teacher will take on the role of Edward and so will have the casting vote! 
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"My claim is a very strong one.  I may be approaching 

the age of 70 but look how closely I am related to the 

royal family of King David.  King David's son David was 

my grandfather.  I am a whole generation closer to 

the great King David than that troublemaker Balliol 

and his over-greedy Comyn relatives.  King David knew 

what he was doing when he granted the lands of 
Galloway to our family.  I am also loyal to Edward.” 
 

 
 

"My claim is the strongest of all - just look at the  

royal family tree.  Now the descendants of King  

David's son William are dead, we must look to King  

David's other son (also David) for descendants to rule  

Scotland.  His first child, Margaret, was my  

grandmother.  I must be allowed the stronger claim.   

And I am related to the powerful Comyn family, which  

has helped rule Scotland for years.  Bishop Fraser  

supports me too.  I have lands in Northern France and  

England and have always been loyal to Edward." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 

 

 

 

1. Look at the family tree and the information above.  Copy and complete the 

table below into your jotter. 

 

 

 

Should Be King 

Because... 

 

Should Not Be King 

Because... 

 

Robert 

Bruce 

 

 

 

 

John 

Balliol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Balliol 

Robert Bruce 
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2. Write a list of the things in the table above that give someone the right 

to rule. 

3. Write a list of the things in the table above that give someone the power 

to rule. 

4. Who do you think is the rightful heir to the throne?  Why? 
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John Balliol – A Toom Tabard? 
 

Now watch the Video ‘Balliol Becomes King’ and answer the questions below. 

 

1. How did Edward show his ‘true colours’? 

 

 

2. Who was Bishop Wishart? 

 

 

3. Why did the 13 claimants and the guardians swear fealty to Edward? 

 

 

John Balliol was finally chosen to be King of Scotland.  He was crowned at Scone on 

30th November 1292.  King Edward had chosen someone who would be good for 

England, but right from the start Balliol was a disaster for Scotland! 

 

The picture below is an engraving showing a meeting in Newcastle between John 

Balliol and Edward I on December 26th 1292. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TASK 

 
1. In the above engraving, which King is the most powerful?  How do you 

know? 

2. What is John Balliol doing in the engraving? 

 

 

John 

Balliol 

Edward I 
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Balliol quickly discovered that Edward wasn’t the type to leave him to get on with 

ruling Scotland.  Edward continually interfered in Scottish affairs so that John knew 

exactly who was in charge.  However, Balliol was related to the powerful Comyn family 

and had control of large areas i.e. Skye. 

 

Edward Humiliates Balliol 
 

1. Offenders punished in Scottish courts could aappeal to the English King against 

the decision. 

 

  2.   Edward forced Balliol to come to London  

to settle an unpaid wine bill.  The bill 

wasn’t even John’s!  It was an old bill, run 

up by Alexander III, that had been 

forgotten  about after his death. 

 

3. In December 1294, Edward ordered 

Balliol to London so that he could “pay 

homage” to Edward.  John had to promise 

that he and the Scottish army would fight 

for Edward when called upon to do so. 

 

4. In 1295, Edward did call upon the Scottish King to raise an army and fight on 

behalf of the English against the French.  The Scots had no quarrel with the 

French. 

 

DISCUSS:  Why would this be humiliating for the Scots?  How might the 

Scottish nobles react? 

 

Fury Of The Nobles 
 

In July 1295, a council of Scottish nobles formed their own government, (a bit like 

creating more Guardians of Scotland) and refused Edward’s order to send troops for 

a war with France.  They made John side with France, and called up the Scottish army 

against the English. 
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Fury of Edward 
 

Edward now makes the decision to force Scotland under his control.  In March 1296, 

Edward marches his army up to Scotland.  Berwick is the first town to be attacked.  

It is Scotland’s richest town.  The people of Berwick are murdered and the bodies 

are left to rot in the streets.  This became known as the Sacking of Berwick. 

Edward continued to march his army through Scotland, crushing Scottish resistance.  

When Edward reached Brechin, Balliol gave himself up but Edward had one more 

humiliation in store for John:  He had him stripped of his tunic, ripping his coat of 

arms apart.  John Balliol gave up the crown and was given a new nickname ‘Toom 

Tabard’ – empty coat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In completing the tasks above you will have proven that you can discuss the motives 

of those involved in a significant turning point in the past and assess the 

consequences it had then and since.     SOC 2-06a

 

This map shows the 

route Edward I took 

through Scotland. 
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Do you think that John Balliol really had any choice but to give in to Edward? 

 

YES NO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Your teacher will read through the sources on the next page with you.  In 

groups, decide which of Edwards plans was the most dangerous to Scottish 

freedom.  Rank the sources from most dangerous to least dangerous.  Be 

prepared to feedback your reasons to the class. 

 

 

 

In considering the sources on the next page you will have proven that you can identify 

and consider the purpose and main ideas of a text and use supporting detail. 

           LIT 2-16a 
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Source A 

 

He marched through Scotland in 1296 and forced all the leading men of Scotland 

to swear an oath of personal loyalty to him.  Over 1,500 lords, bishops and 

burgesses had to put their seal to the parchment document on which the oath was 

written.  This became known as the Ragman Roll. 

Source B 

 

He took the Stone of Destiny from Scone.  This stone was used to inaugurate the 

kings of Scotland.  Each new King of Scots had to stand on the stone and be 

acclaimed by the nobles and peoples of the realm.  The Stone was placed under the 

English throne in Westminster Abbey in London.  All the regalia or special symbols 

of the Scottish kings were taken and destroyed. 

Source C 

 

The Great Seal of the King of Scots, used to authenticate official documents, was 

broken up.  All the records, papers and charters of the Scottish kings were taken 

to London.  In letters to other kings and to the Pope, Edward referred to Scotland 

as a ‘lordship’ or a ‘land’.  It was no longer to be called a kingdom. 

Source D 

 

He stole the Black Rood of St. Margaret from Holyrood Abbey.  This was one of 

the holiest relics in Scotland, as it was believed to be made from wood taken from 

Christ’s crucifix. 

Source E 

 

No new Scottish king was appointed to replace John.  Scotland was to be ruled by a 

Governor, John de Warenne, the Earl of Surrey.  English barons were set up as 

sheriffs over the Scots. 

Source F 

 

An English Exchequer was set up in Berwick to collect taxes from the Scots and 

send them to London.  Berwick was put under English control. 
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Could The Real William Wallace Please 

Stand Up? 

 

It was clear that someone would need to unite the Scots if they were to have any 

hope of overthrowing English influence over Scotland. 

 

The Mysterious Wallace 
 

No portraits or images of Wallace exist, any pictures of  

him are taken from descriptions and surprisingly little is  

known about him. 

 

He was born in 1272 in Elderslie.  He was a commoner of  

sorts, but his family were land owners.  Wallace was a strong man, around 6 foot 7.  

He stood out from the crowd. 

 

Wallace was educated by the church until he was 17.  At the time, the situation in 

Scotland was building up to Civil war with rival families fighting against each other.  

The Scots were also fighting against the English and Wallace’s father and brother 

(both called Malcolm) were killed in battle.  This was the start of Wallace’s personal 

resentment against the English. 

 

One Man’s Freedom Fighter Is Another Man’s Terrorist 

 

Wallace committed a number of personal acts of rebellion against the English.  In 

1291, he refused to sign the Ragman Rolls (the document pledging alegiance to Edward) 

and in 1297, Wallace killed the English Sherrif of Lanark after the Sherrif put his 

wife to death.  From then on, he was an outlaw with a price on his head. 

 

Wallace was looking for revenge.  He attacked at will in 

many different places in Southern Scotland.  He quickly 

gained a reputation as a great warrior.  No-one knew where 

or when he would strike.  Word of his skill spread. 

 

By 1297, the English occupation had led to an outburst of 

anger all over the country.  Scotland needed a new leader.  

Wallace needed an excuse. 

 

TASK: 
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1. Do you think Wallace was an outlaw or a freedom fighter?  Explain your 

answer. 

 

2. Why would Edward I be so keen to capture Wallace? 

 

 

Now watch the clip ‘Wallace’ and answer the questions below. 

 

1. Why had Scotland run out of leaders? 

 

 

2. Why did Wishart want Wallace involved in Scottish independence? 

 

 

3. Who made up Wallace’s army? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In completing the ‘wanted poster’ above you will have proven that you can consider 

the impact that layout and presentation will have and can combine lettering, graphics 

and other features to engage your reader.     LIT 2-24a 
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Braveheart Bingo! 
 

Draw a grid into your jotter (see below).  The spaces in your grid should be 

large enough to write in. 

 

Choose nine words from the list below and place one word/date in each of the 

spaces in their grid. 

 

Your teacher will give you definitions/descriptions of the words/dates (not 

the actual word/date). 

 

Cross out the word/date once the description has been read out. 

 

The winner is the first to cross out all their words/dates. 
    

 
 

Braveheart   Edward I  1297 

Stone of Destiny  Freedom  1272 

Sherrif of Lanark  Alexander III 

John Balliol   Berwick 

Stirling Bridge  Kinghorn    

Battle of Falkirk  Maid of Norway  

     

     GROUP TASK 
Work in groups of three or four.  You are William Wallace’s most trusted 

advisors and now he needs your help. 
 

The Scots army is small and has never fought a large battle, there are  

very few knights.  Suddenly, a messenger arrives to say that a large  

English army is coming towards you from the other side of the river.   

There are many knights in this army and they have fought lots of  

battles.  There is only one  

narrow wooden bridge across  

the River Forth between you  

and the English army. 
 

What are you going to do? 
 

Come up with a battle plan  

that you will present to  

Wallace.  REMEMBER, he  

will want to know your reasons  

for choosing a particular plan  

of action. 
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The Battle Of Stirling Bridge 
 

 

 

Despite the fact that by August 1297 most of the rebellious Scots had surrendered 

to the English, Wallace was gaining increasing support across Scotland.  The English 

Governor of Scotland (the Earl of Surrey) and Treasurer of Scotland (Hugh de 

Cressingham) gathered an army and prepared to head North to teach the rebellious 

Scots a lesson.  The two armies met at Stirling Bridge. 

 

The Battle of Stirling Bridge took place on 11th September 1297.  The Scots were led 

by William Wallace and his friend Andrew Murray and the English were led by the 

Earl of Surrey and Cressingham. 

 

 

 

 

  

The English Army 

 

The English Army was made up of heavy  

cavalry, perhaps as many as 500 cavalry. 

 

In addition they had more than 10,000  

foot soldiers. 

- Both archers and spearmen 

 

They were experienced soldiers who had already fought in Wales, France and in 

the Crusades.  They were well-armed and well-trained. 

 

  The Scottish Army 

 

 The Scots army was much smaller.  They 

 had very few cavalry. 

 

 They were mainly ordinary folk who had no 

 real experience of pitched battles.  They 

 were more used to raids and ambushes. 

 Their weapons were mostly handmade. 

 

The Scots main strength lay in their foot soldiers.  They were lightly armoured and 

carried 12 foot spears. 
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TASK 

 

1. Copy the table below into your jotter.  Fill in your table using the 

information on page 27. 

 

English Army Strengths Scottish Army Strengths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Army Weaknesses Scottish Army Weaknesses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If you were a betting person, who would you expect to win the Battle of 

Stirling Bridge?  Give reasons for your answer. 
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The Battle 
 

The Scots gathered for battle on a  

steep hill (where the Wallace  

Monument now stands).  Below them  

was the River Forth which curved into  

a large u-bend only a few hundred  

metres from the base of the hill.  The  

river was crossed by a narrow bridge,  

only wide enough to permit the crossing  

of two horsemen side by side.  It  

would take the English army a long time  

to cross this bridge.  It was then that  

Surrey and Cressingham made a critical mistake.  They had been told that there was 

a crossing some way upstream where a hundred horsemen could cross the river but 

they ignored this information.  Perhaps they felt that the Scots were little more than 

a disorganised rabble who would be unable to defeat the cavalry charge of the 

English.   

 

Wallace told his men to stand firm until they 

heard the sound of his horn and then they 

were to charge. 

 

The Scots waited until a good number of 

English had crossed the bridge.  Then, they 

charged! 

 

Wallace’s plan was to cut the English army in 

two by capturing the bridge.  They could 

slaughter the English on the Scottish side of 

the bridge, while the rest of the English 

army would only be able to watch. 

 

It was Cressingham who led the English across the bridge.  When they reached the 

other side of the river, the English knights found the ground was too soft, almost 

marshy, and the horses had great trouble lining up.  With only half the army across 

the bridge and struggling with the soft ground, Cressingham heard the sound of a 

horn from the slopes above him and down the hill the Scots spearmen rushed forward.  

The English were trapped in the bend of the river, unable to properly form up and 

with no hope of aid from the rest of the army on the other side of the river. 
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Wallace’s plan worked.  Most of the English who crossed the bridge were killed.  

However, there were some survivors.  A few knights were able to fight their way 

back to the bridge.  Some bowmen, who did not wear armour, were able to swim 

across the River Forth.  These survivors fled back over the border. 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW!?! 

The Scots found Cressingham’s dead body and removed the  

skin from his body to make into souvenirs.  It is rumoured  

that Wallace had a belt for his sword made from  

Cressingham’s skin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now watch the clip ‘The Battle of Stirling Bridge’ and answer the questions below. 

 

1. What was the name of the hill where the Scots’ army held their starting 

position? 

 

 

 

2. How many of the English knights and infantry died? 

 

 

 

TASK: 

 

1. Write a summary of The Battle of Stirling Bridge. 

2. Bullet point all the reasons why the Scots won at The Battle of Stirling 

Bridge. 

3. Write two newspaper headlines, one from an English newspaper reporting 

the English defeat at Stirling Bridge and the other from a Scottish 

newspaper reporting the English defeat at Stirling Bridge.  THINK ABOUT:  

Bias, Exaggeration, etc... 

 

 

Imagine you were one of the Scottish soldiers who fought at Stirling Bridge.  

Write a diary entry about your experiences of that day. 
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Your teacher will place some source stations around the classroom.  Using the 

stations and the information in this booklet, fill in the middle column of the table 

below: 

 

Category 
Source Stations And 

Booklet 

Film “Braveheart” 

produced by Mel Gibson 

English army weapons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scots’ army weapons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scots’ tactics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scots’ clothing/armour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of Battle 

(geography and 

landmarks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your teacher will now show you the scene on Stirling Bridge in ‘Braveheart’ fill in 

the right hand column in your table.
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The Battle Of Falkirk 
 

After his success at the Battle of Stirling Bridge Wallace was a hero!  He was made a 

Guardian of Scotland and he received a great deal of support from many of the 

ordinary people of Scotland.  However, Wallace could not be satisfied until the 

English were completely removed from Scotland and so he continued his campaign, 

capturing nearly all the English held castles and raiding the North of England.  

Wallace, it is reported, got as far as York in his southern campaigns. 

 

However, if you have learned anything about Edward I you will know that he would not 

take this defeat lying down.  He returned from his battles against the French and 

decided to get revenge for the defeat at Stirling Bridge.  He marched a huge army to 

Falkirk where he drew Wallace into battle in the summer of 1298. 

 

The English Army 

 

The English army had 2,500 heavily  

armoured knights. 

 

12,500 foot soldiers 

 

Eight earls joined Edward:  They all  

brought their own archers, infantry men  

etc...  and so the actual army was huge.  He also had help, (perhaps forced) from 

the Welsh and the Irish.  Edward had made peace with France which meant that 

the Scots had lost an important potential ally. 

 

  The Scottish Army 

 

Wallace had forces of around 8000 – 

10000 in total. 

 

He had the cavalry of the Comyns and 

other earls and these numbered about 

500. 

 

However, many of the nobles objected to Wallace because he was not a nobleman 

and they objected to being commanded by someone who they did not think of as 

their equal. 
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TASK: 

 

1. Explain why William Wallace has less chance of success at this battle than 

at Stirling Bridge? 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?!? 

Wallace invented a defensive tactic called 

SCHILTRONS.  This tactic involved the soldiers standing  

and kneeling in rows with their spears pointing 

outwards.  This made it difficult for enemy cavalry  

to attack. 

 

 

However, the schiltrons needed protection from enemy archers and Wallace relied on 

the Scottish cavalry to help here. 

 

2. Draw a picture of a schiltron. 

 

 

The Battle 

 

The English knights divided  

into two halves and went round  

either side of the small loch at  

the battlefield.  They attacked  

the Scottish schiltrons and  

bowmen from behind. 

 

Once the English had charged, 

the Scottish cavalry fled and  

the archers were left  

undefended.  They were killed.   

Now knowing that there would  

be no cavalry attack, Edward  

sent in his archers.  They  

calmly fired arrows into the  

schiltrons.  Soon the schiltrons  

had great gaps showing filled 

 with the dead and the dying. 
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The English knights came back and attacked the schiltrons again.  This time they 

broke through.  The Scots found it very difficult to escape and most of them were 

killed. 

 

The result was devastating.  The Scots were cut to shreds and defeated.  Some 

chroniclers (and the makers of Braveheart) claimed that Robert Bruce helped Edward, 

but most historians now think that he was not involved. 

 

TASK 

 

1. Copy the diagram on page 30 and write a couple of sentences explaining 

what happened at the Battle of Falkirk. 

 

2. Look at the reasons for Wallace’s defeat at Falkirk below: 

• Wallace did not have enough men 

• Wallace did not have a good position 

• The Scots were not as well-trained as the English 

• The Scots were not as well-equipped as the English 

• Wallace’s cavalry were unreliable.  They were important, but fled before 

the fight began. 

 

Place the reasons into a mindmap showing ‘Why Wallace Lost At Falkirk’. 

 

Source A – The Chronicle of Lanercost    Source B – The Book of Pluscarden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Do Sources A and B give a similar account of the battle?  Explain your 

answer. 

 

4. Does Source B support the Comyns?  Give two pieces of evidence to 

support your answer. 

William Wallace, as was the custom of 

the Scots, put his trust in the 

spearmen.  They were placed in the 

front line.  The Scottish cavalry were 

quickly put to flight.  The armoured 

cavalry of England moved round on both 

sides.  They slew the infantry and the 

spearmen who stood their ground and 

fought manfully. 

A severe battle was fought at 

Falkirk on 22nd July and lost 

through the spite of that wicked 

family called the Comyns and other 

traitors to Scotland who were 

their hangers-on.  They left the 

field unhurt and retreated as a 

group because they bore so much 

ill-will towards William Wallace. 

Extension:  Design your own secret weapon to rival Edward’s longbow.  Make 

sure you label your drawing. 
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The Trial Of William Wallace 
 

Wallace had risen to importance because of his military  

achievements.  So after his defeat at the Battle of  

Falkirk he was no longer seen as important.  The job of 

Guardian of Scotland now passed to John Comyn and 

Robert the Bruce.  John Balliol was living in France by  

this time and had refused to return. 

 

The English made capturing Wallace a priority and  

offered a reward for anyone who would hand him over  

to them.  It would only be a matter of time before he  

was caught and the English made him pay for his  

disobedience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrator 1 On 3rd August 1305 William Wallace was captured by the English.  He 

had been betrayed by a Scot, Sir John Stewart of Menteith.  Like 

some other Scottish lords Menteith had been jealous of Wallace and 

wanted power for himself. 

 

Narrator 2 On 22nd August 1305 William Wallace arrived in London.  There he was 

met by a large crowd of men and women jeering at him.  Edward, King 

of England chose 5 men as judges.  They were given the job of deciding 

the fate of William Wallace. 

 

King Edward Greetings to my most loyal people.  I have chosen you as judges to try 

the case of William Wallace.  My command is that you read out the list 

of crimes committed by Wallace against the country and then give his 

sentence.  Wallace is not to be allowed to reply. 

 

Parts:  Narrator 1   King Edward I  Judge 3 

  Narrator 2   Judge 1   Judge 4 

  Narrator 3   Judge 2   Judge 5 

 

TASK: 

 

Your teacher will place you in groups of 4/5.  In your groups practice the play 

below.  If there is time your teacher may ask some of you to perform the play.  

Remember some of you will need to take on more than one part! 
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Narrator 3 The day after his arrival in London – Monday 23rd August 1305 Wallace 

was taken on horseback to Westminster Hall.  He was guarded by many 

soldiers.  The list of charges against him was read out by the judges. 

 

Judge 1 The accused William Wallace has committed every possible crime.  He 

has committed treason by rebelling against King Edward, ruler of the 

realm of Scotland. 

 

Judge 2 The accused William Wallace wounded and killed William Hazelrig – the 

sheriff of Lanark who was appointed to keep law and order on behalf 

of the crown. 

 

Judge 3 Then with all the supporters of his wicked cause he attacked the 

castles and towns of the country of Scotland.  He drove out all the 

officials chosen by King Edward to rule Scotland and keep the peace in 

that part of the realm. 

 

Judge 4 Not content with this wickedness the accused William Wallace took 

some of his supporters – brigands and evil men – and attacked the 

north of England.  He killed everyone he found there.  He burned and 

destroyed holy men whose lives were spent working for God and His 

saints.  He spared no one and killed in the most terrible way men, 

women, widows, infants and their nurses. 

 

Judge 5 It seems to us unjust and against the law of England that such a man 

be allowed to reply and defend himself. 

 

Narrator 1 Wallace said privately that he was guilty of all the crimes except one.  

He said that he did not rebel against King Edward.  Wallace did not 

think that King Edward had the right to rule Scotland.  To Wallace this 

meant that he did not have to obey the laws Edward passed. 

 

Narrator 2 The judges did not agree.  They would not listen to what Wallace had 

to say or allow him any kind of defence.  They believed that Wallace 

was guilty of all the crimes he had been accused of. 

 

Judge 1 William Wallace – you have been found guilty of all charges.  The 

following sentence will be carried out immediately. 
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Judge 2 The accused William Wallace is to be taken from this place to the 

middle of London to Smithfield where he is to be put to death by 

hanging.  This will serve as a warning to all traitors. 

 

Judge 3 Take the prisoner away. 

 

Narrator 3 The sentence was carried out at once.  Wallace was tied to a hurdle (a 

wooden frame like a farm gate) with his feet up and his head on the 

ground.  He was dragged by a horse over the cobbled streets for 

several miles until he reached the place of execution. 

 

Narrator 2 Hundreds of people lined the route to jeer at Wallace.  Some of them 

kicked him or hit him with sticks.  He arrived at the scaffold still alive 

but only half conscious. 

 

Narrator 3 Wallace was hung but cut down while still alive.  The hangman took a 

knife and cut open his stomach.  His insides were ripped out and 

thrown onto a fire.  His heart was held up for the crowds to see. 

 

Narrator 1 The mutilated body was then quartered and Wallace’s head was fixed 

on a pole on Tower Bridge for all to see.  The other parts of his body 

were sent to Newcastle, Berwick, Stirling and Perth. 

 

Narrator 2 Edward was satisfied that the Scots had learned their lesson. 
 

TASK: 

 

1. Do you think that the trial of William Wallace was fair?  Explain your 

answer. 

 

2. Which crime did Wallace refuse to plead guilty to? 

 

In Source A, the chronicler William Harrison describes the punishment of being 

‘hung, drawn and quartered’. 

 

The greatest and most grievous punishment used in England for such as offend 

against the State is drawing from the prison to the place of execution upon a 

hurdle or sled, where they are hanged till they be half dead, and then taken down, 

and quartered alilve; after that, their members and bowels are cut from their 

bodies, and thrown into a fire, provided near hand and within their own sight” 
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1. Look at Source A.  Describe the punishment of being ‘hung, drawn and 

quartered’. 
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What Do You Already Know About Robert 

The Bruce? 
 

There’s a good chance you already know a fair amount about Robert the Bruce 

through films like Braveheart and through famous stories about his life. 

 

TASK: 

 

Working in pairs, look at the list below and decide which you think are true, and 

which you think are false. 

 

• Robert the Bruce stabbed someone in a church. 

• Robert the Bruce was inspired by a spider!  Whilst hiding in a cave following 

defeat at battle, he watched a spider trying to make a web, the spider kept 

failing in her attempt, but kept trying and eventually succeeded.  This event 

inspired Robert the Bruce to keep trying to defeat the English. 

• Robert the Bruce is the only King of Scotland to have been crowned twice. 

• Robert the Bruce’s dying wish was to fight on crusade, so he ordered that 

after he died, his heart should be cut out and taken on crusade to Jerusalem. 

• Robert the Bruce reportedly died of leprosy. 

• Robert the Bruce’s first wife Isabella died just after giving birth. 

• When Robert the Bruce died, his advisors were so frightened of him that he 

lay in his chambers for two days before anyone could pluck up the courage to 

come near him. 

• Robert the Bruce ordered a statue to be made of him in 1347. 

• Robert the Bruce was a vegetarian. 

• Robert the Bruce invented haggis. 

• Robert the Bruce founded the  

masons (a secret society). 
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Robert The Bruce:  Murderer Or Scotland’s 

Saviour? 

 
After Wallace’s execution, Robert the Bruce saw an opportunity to rekindle his 

family’s claim to the Scottish throne (remember, his grandfather was one of the 

competitors for the throne after the death of the Maid of Norway).  Edward I was 

now 67 and unlikely to attack Scotland.  However, the Bruce family was not the only 

family who had a claim to the throne of Scotland.  John Balliol had relatives, the 

Comyns, and they were more powerful than the Bruce family. 

 

 

Greyfriars Church 1306 

 

The two sworn enemies, Robert Bruce and John Comyn met 

in a church in Dumfries.  It was a neutral and safe place.   

Fighting was forbidden.  John Comyn came along with his  

uncle and Bruce brought a couple of his supporters.  They  

began their discussions in front of the High Altar of the  

ancient church.  Moments later John Comyn was injured.   

Bruce fled and later the murdered bodies of John Comyn and 

his uncle were found in the Church.  

Medieval Crimewatch! 

 
Your teacher will split you into two teams.  As a team you must answer the 

following questions: 

 

Who committed the murder? 

How? 

Why? 

How do you know? 

 

Your group must sit in a circle and each of you will be given a clue card.  You 

cannot give or show your card to anyone.  Only one person in the group is 

allowed to write; you cannot leave your places.  When, as a group, you think 

you may have all four of the answers, let your teacher know and they will tell 

you if what you have written down is good enough.  Whichever team solves the 

crime fastest wins! 
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TASK: 

 

1. Why do you think both men agreed to meet in a Church? 

2. Why did both men not meet alone? 

3. What do you think happened in the Church that led to John Comyn being 

injured? 

4. Who do you think killed John Comyn?  Why? 

5. If you were a Scottish noble would you be more or less likely to support 

Robert the Bruce as your future King and leader after hearing news of 

this event?  Explain your answer. 

 

Now watch the Clip ‘Bruce Kills Comyn At Greyfriars Church’ and answer the 

questions below: 

 

1. Why would the bishops have suggested the meeting between Bruce and 

Comyn? 

 

2. Why was murder committed in a Church even worse than murder committed 

elsewhere? 

 

3. Where does Bruce flee to? 

 

4. What oath did Bruce have to swear to Bishop Wishart? 

 

5. Why wasn’t Edward worried about Bruce being made King? 

 

Bruce now had to act very quickly before supporters of John Comyn had time to react.  

He dashed to Scone and hurriedly arranged a coronation ceremony.  The ancient 

coronation robes were missing and even the crown could not be found but the 

ceremony went ahead, performed by the Countess of Buchan because her brother, 

the Earl of Fife could not be found.  Edward didn’t find out about the coronation until 

two weeks later! 
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DID YOU KNOW?!? 

The Countess of Buchan was later captured by the 

English.  As punishment for crowning Bruce, 

she was kept in a cage suspended  

over the town of Berwick for 4 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite being the new King of Scotland, Bruce was not in a strong position.  The 

English still held control over large areas of Scotland, including some key castles.  If 

Robert the Bruce wanted to be a true King of Scotland, he would have to do 

something about the influence of the English in Scotland. 

 

 

Bruce knew that the English still held many key castles in Scotland and driving them 

out would not be easy.  Then, Bruce had a stroke of luck, Edward I died in 1307 and 

his son, Edward II was not nearly as good a soldier as his father.  Plus, Edward II was 

unpopular with his own nobles and was broke because his Dad had spent a fortune 

Early Years Of Bruce Race 

 
Your teacher will place you in groups.  Each group will be given a text on a coloured 

sheet of paper and a sheet of lined paper.  At the front of the class your teacher 

will have a stack of questions that match the colour of your text.  When your 

teacher tells you to, one person from each group should come to the front of the 

class and collect their first question.  Return to your group and write the answer to 

the question on your lined piece of paper.  Then bring it to your teacher to be 

checked.  If the answer is wrong, or not detailed enough, your teacher will ask you 

to return to your group to improve your answer.  Only when your teacher confirms 

that your answer is correct can you take your second question.  The winning team is 

the team that completes all their questions first. 
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building castles and fighting the Scots.  Bruce began to develop tactics that helped 

him gain advantages over his English enemy.  He would launch surprise attacks with 

small groups of men using the countryside to help him.  In bigger battles he would 

pick land that would not help his enemy. 

 

6. Bullet point all the reasons why Bruce’s position improved between 1306 

and 1314. 
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Recapturing The Castles 
 

 

By 1313 Bruce had recaptured Perth Castle and by 1314 the only castles still in 

English hands were the castles of Bothwell, Berwick and Stirling.  Edward II would 

have to act unless he was prepared to lose Scotland altogether.  A fight was brewing 

and the Scots and the English prepared to square up to each other at Stirling once 

more. 

 

 

TASK: 

 

Your teacher will place some stations around the classroom.  Using the 

stations, write in your jotter how Bruce recaptured Scottish Castles from the 

English.  Use the headings below: 

 

Perth Castle 

 

 

Linlithgow Castle 

 

 

Roxburgh Castle 

 

 

Edinburgh Castle 

 

 

Draw a picture to illustrate each of the ways in which Bruce recaptured 

Scottish castles. 
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The Battle Of Bannockburn 

 

Source A is from a History textbook and explains why there was a battle at 

Bannockburn. 

 

 

TASK: 

 

1. In your own words, explain what agreement Edward Bruce had made with 

Sir Philip Mowbray. 

 

2. Why was Robert Bruce so angry with his brother? 

 

Bruce’s brother Edward was given the job of capturing Stirling.  Rather than risk a 

direct assault he made an agreement with the governor of the castle, Sir Philip 

Mowbray.  If the English did not relieve the castle by the midsummer of the 

following year, 1314, then Stirling would be surrendered to the Scots.  Robert 

Bruce was furious with his brother.  He had avoided fighting a pitched battle 

against the English, but now King Edward had a whole year to gather an army 

together. 

The English Army 

 

The English Army had 3,000 heavily  

armoured knights 

 

20,000 foot soldiers, 15,000 cavalry 

 

Well-trained troops 

 

Some of the best archers in the country 

 

Some Scots fighting for England, i.e. Comyns 
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3. Looking at the statistics in the boxes above, who would you expect to win 

the battle and why? 

 

Bruce’s Cunning Plan 
 

Bruce divided his soldiers into three 

or four schiltrons.  Bruce prepared 

his battlefield very carefully.  He 

dug rows of pits and filled them with 

sharp metal spikes to lame the English horses.  These sharp 

metal spikes were called calthrops.  He then covered these  

pits with grass to camouflage them. 

 

THE DAY BEFORE 

 
Edward II aimed to recapture Stirling Castle and  

attempted to go around the side of the Scots troops with 500 of his  

cavalry.  However, the Scots prevented this from happening.  They  

formed a schiltron which the English could not break and forced them to retreat. 

 

The main English forces marched towards the rest of the Scottish troops.  The 

English would march up along an old Roman road.  Sir Henry De Bohun spotted Robert 

the Bruce not yet ready for battle and charged at him.  However his charge failed 

and he ended up with his head split in two from a blow of Robert the Bruce’s axe.  

This gave the Scots a huge morale boost! 

 

The main English army set itself up between the Bannock Burn and Pelstream Burn 

with a bog behind them.  They were in a very tight space and it was a good 

opportunity for the Scots to attack. 

 

  The Scottish Army 

 

The Scottish Army had 6,500 foot 

soldiers 

 

2,000 farmers and townsfolk who were 

untrained and weaponless.  They were 

known as the ‘small folk’.  

 

I HAVE A 

CUNNING PLAN!  

CALTHROPS! 

 

Calthrop 
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4. Bullet point all the things that happened before the battle that made it 

more likely that the Scots would win. 

 

THE BATTLE 
 

At daybreak on 24th June 1314 Bruce gives the order to attack.  The Scots move out 

of the trees to confront the enemy.  Bruce’s army halts.  Each man kneels, reciting a 

prayer.  Edward II cries, “See!  They kneel for mercy!”  “You are right” says one of 

his lords “they ask for mercy – but from God not from you”. 

 

Edward II moved his archers out to the right flank and they began to pour a rain of 

arrows on the Scots.  Bruce counters this threat by ordering the light cavalry, held in 

reserve, to attack.  Spurring their horses in a fierce charge, the Scottish knights 

scatter the bowmen.  The enemy is temporarily beaten. 

 

Bruce has been waiting for this moment.  He brings his own men into action.  The 

impatient army of ‘small folk’ not to be denied a part in the slaughter, rush into battle 

with their homemade weapons.  Fearing reinforcements, the English flee.  Edward is 

escorted from the field – to Dunbar and a safe ship for England. 

 

TASK: 

 

1. Write a summary of the Battle of Bannockburn. 

2. Write a list of as many reasons as you can for the Scots victory at 

Bannockburn.  For each point you must ensure that you really explain HOW 

it contributed to the success of the Scots. 

 

Battle of Bannockburn – Mapping From Memory 

 

Your teacher will place you in groups of 4.  Give each member of your group a 

number from 1-4.  At the front of the class your teacher has a diagram of the 

Battle of Bannockburn.  When your teacher instructs you to do so, all the  number 

1’s should come to the front of the class.  Your teacher will show the number 1’s 

the picture for 10 seconds.  The number 1’s should then return to their group and 

try to recreate as much of the diagram as they can remember.  Then the number 

2’s will repeat the process, adding to their group’s picture.  Then the number 3’s 

and then the number 4’s.  This will continue until each person has seen the picture 

twice.  The winning team is the group who manages to recreate the picture most 

accurately. 

 

NOTE:  You must include the writing as well as the picture. 
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BANNOCKBURN GROUP CHALLENGE 
 

Your teacher will place you in groups of 4 or 5.  Each group will 

be given a topic from the list below.  Every person in the group 

must contribute. 

 

• English side –  include leader profiles, motives, numbers  

       and types of soldiers... 

• Scottish side -  include leader profiles, motives, numbers  

and types of soldiers... 

• Weapons and Tactics - include bow types, schiltron formations,  

cornering of English in marshy ground, 

cavalry, archers, weak and strong points of 

each side... 

• The Battleground -  include map of area, why Scots chose  

site, what happened throughout the battle, 

where sides/regiments were positioned 

• The Outcome -   include key points of the battle, why the  

Scots won, interview with winning/losing 

side... 

 

In your groups, you will have one period to create a poster on 

your topic.  You may use your booklet and your Kingdom of 

Scotland in the Middle Ages textbook. 
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BANNOCKBURN ESSAY 
 

Your teacher will give you a deadline for this essay.  Your teacher will tell 

you whether this is to be completed on paper or in your jotter.  The 

question you are to answer is “How far do you agree that the small 

folk were the main reason for the Scots victory?”  The essay will be 

worth 8 marks and should have an introduction, a conclusion and several 

paragraphs. It should be roughly 1 A4 page/2 jotter pages long.  It 

should be set out using the suggestions below to help you. 

 

Introduction: Tell the reader what you will be talking about in the essay. 

In other words what reasons you will be giving for the Scot’s victory.  

You should also say whether you think the ‘small folk’ were the main 

reason for the Scot’s success.  This should not be too long as the detail 

will come further down. 

 

Paragraphs: In this you will give detail on why the Scots won.  If you 

mentioned the calthrops in your introduction you should now explain how 

that helped the Scots win.  Try to mention 5 reasons for the Scot’s 

victory, these could include: 

• Bruce killing De Bohun 

• The English army not being in a very good position 

• The strength of the Scottish schiltrons 

 

You must mention the ‘small folk’ and how they helped the Scots win 

because they are mentioned in the question. 

 

Conclusion: You should remind the reader of the different reasons for 

the Scot’s victory. You then say how important the ‘small folk’ were in 

securing the victory and why they were/were not important (BRIEFLY!). 
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Securing Independence 1320 
 

After the Battle of Bannockburn, Bruce was recognised as the King of Scotland.  All 

those nobles who had opposed him had their lands and titles taken off them.  

However, Scotland’s independence and the rule of King Robert were not recognised 

throughout the world.  Edward II refused to accept Scotland’s independence and the 

Pope in Rome excommunicated Robert the Bruce when he found out about Bruce’s 

involvement in the death of John Comyn in a church.  The Pope was perhaps the most 

powerful man in the world at that time and it was important that the Scots 

persuaded him that he was wrong to do this.  They made various efforts to persuade 

the Pope that he had made a mistake.  The most important of these was the 

DECLARATION OF ARBROATH written in 1320.  It was basically a letter to the 

Pope trying to prove the historical independence of Scotland. 

 

The Declaration claimed that: 

 

• Scotland had been independent for a long time. 

• It had had 113 Kings of its own. 

• Edward I was a cruel man who had tried to  

destroy Scotland’s freedom. 

• Robert the Bruce had rescued the people of  

Scotland. 

• If Bruce put Scotland under English rule then he  

would be overthrown by the Scots and someone  

else found to replace him. 

 

The last statement in particular was controversial.  Why do you think that was? 

 

The Declaration of Arbroath ended with these famous words: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Declaration did its job and helped persuade the Pope to recognise Scotland’s 

independence and eight years later, in 1328, England gave up its attempt to conquer 

Scotland and ended the war.  After almost 30 years of fighting, Scotland was, for 

now, free and independent.  Sadly Bruce, the man who had won this great triumph, 

died soon afterwards. 

 

For as long as a hundred of us are alive we will never 

on any conditions be subjected to the Lordship of the 

English.  For we do not fight for glory or riches or 

honours, but for freedom alone, which no man gives up 

except with his life. 
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DID YOU KNOW!?! 

 

After Robert the Bruce died, his heart was cut out and placed in 

a special box.  Bruce had always wanted to visit the Holy Land where Christ was 

born and so he asked that his heart be buried there. 

 

Unfortunately, Sir James Douglas, who was taking it there, 

was killed in a battle in Spain.  The box, with the heart in it, 

was brought back to Scotland where it was buried in  

Melrose Abbey away from the rest of Bruce’s body that 

was buried in Dunfermline Abbey! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: 

 

1. Explain why the Scots nobles sent the Declaration of Arbroath to the Pope. 

2. Which of the points in the Declaration of Arbroath do you think the Pope 

might have found most persuasive? 

3. In your own words, explain what the Scots meant by “For as long as a 
hundred of us are alive we will never on any conditions be subjected to the Lordship of the 
English.  For we do not fight for glory or riches or honours, but for freedom alone, which 
no man gives up except with his life.” 
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Watch The Clip The Declaration Of Arbroath and answer the questions below: 

 

1. What three letters were written to the papal court? 

 

 

2. Which of them survives today? 

 

 

3. Which American document may have been influenced by the Declaration of 

Arbroath? 
 

In considering the Declaration of Arbroath you are proving that you can investigate a 

Scottish historical theme to discover how past events and the actions of groups have 

shaped Scottish society.         SOC 2-03a 

 

1320 - 1328 Race 

 
Your teacher will place you in groups.  Each group will be given a text on a coloured 

sheet of paper and a sheet of lined paper.  At the front of the class your teacher 

will have a stack of questions that match the colour of your text.  When your 

teacher tells you to, one person from each group should come to the front of the 

class and collect their first question.  Return to your group and write the answer to 

the question on your lined piece of paper.  Then bring it to your teacher to be 

checked.  If the answer is wrong, or not detailed enough, your teacher will ask you 

to return to your group to improve your answer.  Only when your teacher confirms 

that your answer is correct can you take your second question.  The winning team is 

the team that completes all their questions first. 
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In completing the living timeline you will have proven that you can discuss why people 

and events from a particular time in the past were important, placing them within a 

historical sequence.        SOC 2-06a 
 

 

The Wars of Independence Timeline 
 

Take the heading in your Jotter ‘The Wars of independence Timeline’. 

 

Your teacher is going to put you in groups.  Construct a timeline of the 

Scottish Wars of Independence.  You will present this timeline to the class. 

 

In your groups decide on the following:  

Which major events will you include?  When are these events?  

Use your booklet to help you and list them on the paper your 

teacher gives you. 

 

Make sure that every person in your group has their own part to work on.  

Perhaps you could each take a section of the timeline and stick them together 

at the end? 

 

Finally, prepare your presentation.  Everyone in the group must take part.  

You have to explain your part of the Timeline.  Why are the events on your 

section important?  What happened?  Why did you chose the illustrations you 

used?  Make notes in your jotter under the heading ‘Timeline Presentation.’  

Each of you should have a copy.  Use the notes to make your presentation. 
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Recap Of The Unit 
 

You should answer the table below honestly to see if you have learnt 

everything you should from this unit of work.  If you are unsure of 

anything you should refer to advice given and you should also check 

over your jotter work. 

 

The Knowledge Section Of The Unit 
 

What you should 

know 

Resources to improve my 

understanding 

I 

know 

this 

I’m 

unsure 

of this 

I don’t 

know 

this 

I know what Medieval 

Scotland was like 

       Page 4 of booklet.    

I know how Alexander 

III improved Scotland 

       Page 5 of booklet    

I know why the Maid 

of Norway was not 

ideal as heir to the 

throne of Scotland 

       Page 8 of booklet    

I know how Alexander 

III dies 

       Page 9 of booklet    

I know where the Maid 

of Norway dies. 

        Page 10 of booklet    

I know why Edward I 

was asked to choose a 

new king of Scotland 

        Page 13 of booklet    

I know why Robert 

Bruce (senior) thought 

he should be King 

        Page 17 of booklet    

I know why John 

Balliol thought he 

should be King 

        Page 17 of booklet    

I know why Balliol was 

a bad king 

        Page 20 of  

        booklet 
   

I know how Edward 

reacted to Balliol’s 

defiance 

        Page 21-23 of booklet 
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I know who William 

Wallace was. 

         Page 24 of booklet    

I know why Wallace 

was declared an outlaw 

         Page 24 of  

         booklet 
   

I know what happened 

at the Battle of 

Stirling Bridge and 

why the Scots won 

        Page 29 - 30 of  

        booklet 
   

I know what happened 

at the Battle of 

Falkirk and why the 

Scots lost 

        Page 33 -34 of  

        booklet 
   

I know which crime 

Wallace pleaded not 

guilty to at his trial. 

       Page 36 of booklet.   

       Trial of Wallace  

       re-enactment. 

   

I know how Wallace 

was punished by 

Edward I. 

         Page 37 of  

         booklet 
   

I know what happened 

in Greyfriars Church in 

February 1306. 

        Page 39 - 40 of  

       booklet 
   

I know how Bruce 

re-captured Scottish 

castles. 

        Page 43 of  

        booklet and answers  

        to stations activity. 

   

I know what happened 

at Bannockburn and 

why the Scots won. 

        Page 44 – 46 of  

       booklet 
   

I know why the Scots 

wrote to the Pope in 

1320. 

        Page 49 of booklet    

I know what the key 

points of the 

Declaration of 

Arbroath were. 

        Page 49 of booklet    

I know what happened 

between 1320 -1328 

        Race activity page 51  

       of booklet 
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The Skills Section Of The Unit 

 
 

What You Should Know 

 

I Am 

Confident 

Doing This 

 

I Am 

Unsure 

Of This 

I Don’t 

Feel I Know 

What I Am 

Doing With 

This 

I know how to investigate a Scottish 

historical theme to discover how 

past events or the actions of 

individuals have shaped Scottish 

society. SOC 2-03a                                                             

 

   

I have discussed the motives of 

those involved in a significant 

turning point in the past and 

assessed the consequences it had 

then and since.  SOC 3-06a 

 

   

I am able to show my understanding 

across different areas of learning,  

I can identify and consider the 

purpose and main ideas of a text and 

use supporting detail.                                                                               

LIT 2-16a 

 

   

I have considered the impact that 

layout and presentation has and 

combined lettering, graphics and 

other features to engage my reader.            

LIT 2-24a 

 

   

 

                                                                          

 

 


