
 
 

Homework 1: Similes 

Similes  

If we write “His shirt was as white as snow” or “he was driving like a maniac” we are using a Figure of 

Speech called a SIMILE.  

In the first example we have compared the whiteness of the shirt to the gleaming whiteness of 

snow; in the second example we have compared the way the driver was driving to the actions of 

someone who is not behaving in a sensible manner.  

We are comparing two things to make the meaning of one of them clearer. We are saying that one 

thing is LIKE or AS another thing.  

TASK 1: You must do this task.  

Here are some common similes. Your task is to complete them. The first one has been done for you:  

As brave as a lion.  

As good as_____________  

As gentle as a____________  

As hard as_____________  

As strong as an____________  

To run like____________  

As light as ______________  

To tremble like a_____________  

As bold as _______________ Skills for Life, Work and Learning Developing Creativity Improving 
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TASK 2: You could do this task.  

In the following similes, state what is being compared to what and why the writer has made the 

comparison. The first one has been done for you.  

1. I woke up in the morning feeling as fresh as a daisy.  

A person is being compared to a daisy.  

This suggests that the person feels clean and bright .  

2. The tyre was as flat as a pancake.  

________________ is being compared to______________ .  

This suggests that tyre was__________________________.  

3. The puddle was as black as ink.  



 
 

________________ is being compared to______________ .  

This suggests that puddle was__________________________.  

4. Last night I slept like a log.  

________________ is being compared to______________ .  

This suggests that the person felt__________________________.  

TASK 3: You should do this task.  

Make up five similes of your own based on how you feel throughout your day.  

(a) When I wake up in the morning I am as grumpy as my dad with a sore head.  

 

(b) After a long shower I am as/like_________________________________  

 

(c) When I arrive at school I am as/like______________________________  

 

(d) In ____(name a subject)____________ class I am as/like____________  

 

(e) At the end of the school day I am as/like _________________________  

 

(f) When I go to bed I am as/like __________________________________  
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Homework 2 : Metaphors  

METAPHORS are used in writing when the writer wants the reader to have a better picture of the 

situation being written about. METAPHORS are written about someone or something as if it were 

something else.  

The storm was a wild beast roaring round the cottage.  

TASK 1: You must do this task.  

Read the text below and writ out six metaphors that are connected to roads or travel or transport. 

The first one has been underlined.  

Mrs Smith has really got problems with her children. Her oldest son Jake is at a crossroads. He was in 

a dead-end job so he gave it up. Now he can’t find another one and he doesn’t know which way to 

turn. His relationship with his girlfriend is over. They have had a bumpy ride so they decided to 

separate. Meanwhile the younger son, Cyril, has gone off the rails. He has stopped going to school. 

“It’s very worrying,” said Mrs Smith. “I want both of my sons to get back on track as soon as 

possible.”  

TASK 2: You could do this task.  

Match the six metaphors to the definitions below. The first one has been done for you.  

1. A point where a decision must be made – at a crossroads.  

2. Ended up in a chaotic state.  

3. Something which has no future.  

4. A difficult time.  

5. To start working normally again.  

6. What to do next.  

 

TASK 3: You should do this task.  

Find three metaphors in songs. You could listen to the lyrics of your favourite singer or carry out 

some research.  

Write down the name of the singer or the band, the name of the song and the metaphor. Which one 

do you prefer and why? Skills for Life, Work and Learning Developing Creativity Improving Written 
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Homework 2 : Metaphors 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

Homework 4: Personification  

Personification is a figure of speech when something is treated as if it was alive. It gives an object 

lifelike characteristics.  

For example, It was an evil wind. The wind is not human but it is described as having a human 

characteristic. It suggests that the wind is horrible and extremely bad.  

TASK 1: You must do this task.  

Read ‘The Sky is Low’ by Emily Dickinson.  

THE sky is low, the clouds are mean,  

A travelling flake of snow  

Across a barn or through a rut  

Debates if it will go.  

A narrow wind complains all day  

How some one treated him;  

Nature, like us, is sometimes caught  

Without her diadem*  

*diadem is a type of crown worn by royalty.  

 

1. How are the clouds described? Quote.  

 

2. The snow ‘debates if it will go.’ What do you think this means?  

 

 

3. What does the wind do all day?  

 

4. What is the weather like that day?  

 

 

5. Quote one expression to show what happens to nature.  

 

6. Why do you think Emily Dickinson has made the weather seem like a person?  
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TASK 2: You could do this task.  

Match the verbs with nouns to create an example of personification.  

NOUNS VERBS  

sun                                                                     peeks  

moon                                                                whispers  

star                                                                    glows  

sea                                                                     moans  

tree                                                                    howls  

cloud                                                                 dances  

wind                                                                  creeps  

night                                                                 dies  

TASK 3: You should do this task.  

Write a personification poem about starting the day. Include five sentences with personification.  

For example,  

My alarm screams at me to wake up.  

The rich smell of bacon calls me downstairs 
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Homework 5: Alliteration  

Alliteration – when two or more words start with the same consonant sound. The words can be next 

to each other or spaced out. Eg, big beefy burger or 

‘peeling paint’  

TASK 1: You must do this task:  

Circle as many examples of alliteration from this extract:  

Rats! They fought the dogs, and killed the cats, And bit the babies in the cradles, And ate the cheeses 

out of the vats, And licked the soup from the cook's own ladles, Split open the kegs of salted sprats, 

Made nests inside men's Sunday hats, And even spoiled the women's chats, By drowning their 

speaking With shrieking and squeaking In fifty different sharps and flats.  
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TASK 2: You could do this task:  

Write down an adjective to go with each of the following words to form phrases with alliteration.  

Eg, ______bold___ Buddy ________________ house  

________________ Julius ________________ uniform  

________________ youth club ________________ dad  

________________ school ________________ prison  

TASK 3: You should attempt this task:  

Listen to or watch adverts on TV or your computer or look for advertisements in newspapers or 

magazines.  

Write down three examples of alliteration that you find.  

Example  

Name of advert/product: Penguin biscuits.  

Alliteration:_P…p…p… Pick up a Penguin.  

1. Name of advert/product______________________________________ 

Alliteration:__________________________________________________  

2. Name of advert/product______________________________________ 

Alliteration:__________________________________________________  

3. Name of advert/product______________________________________ 

Alliteration:__________________________________________________  

If you can, bring in examples.  
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Homework 6: Film Character Analysis  

Choose a character from a film you’ve watched and write a character analysis. This involves writing 

about:  

Introduction:  

 Name of character and name of film.  

 Why you picked this particular character  

 

Paragraph 1  

 A brief outline of their role in the film.  

 

Paragraph 2  

 Physical description of the character  

 

Paragraph 3  

 Their background – eg, where he/she lives, family…  

 Their interests  

 Their personality – eg, brave, funny…  

 How they are treated by others  

 How they change and develop throughout the course of the film  

 

Conclusion  

 Why the character was important in the film  

 What the character has made you think about  

 Who you would recommend this film to and why.  
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Homework 7: Research  

Robert Burns Research Task- you must complete this. 

  

1. Where was Robert Burns born?______________________________  

 

2. When was he born? ______________________________________  

 

3. What was Burns’ wife’s name? _____________________________  

 

4. Name two places that Burns lived: 

_______________________________________  

 

5. In what year did he die? _______________________________________________  

 

6. Name two poems and two songs that Burns created.  

 

song______________________________________________________________  

song______________________________________________________________  

poem_____________________________________________________________  

poem_____________________________________________________________  

7. What was the horse called in “Tam O’Shanter”?___________________________  

 

8. What was the kirk yard called in “Tam O’Shanter”?  

 

_________________________________________________________________  

9. Tell me two of the jobs that Robert Burns did.____________________________  

 

________________________________________________________________  

10. What do people traditionally eat on Burns night?_________________________  

 

11. What is the opening line to “To A Mouse”? _____________________________  



 
 

 

________________________________________________________________  

12. What very famous Burns song is sung every New Year?  
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Task 2: You should complete this task  

Taking the information that you have collected, write a short paragraph (about 5 or 6 sentences) as 

an autobiography of Robert Burns.  

TASK 3: You could complete this task  

Read the extract of ‘To a Mouse’ below. Now try to imagine that you are the mouse in the poem. 

What would you write back to Robert Burns? You can use Scots if you wish.  

Wee, sleekit, cow'rin, tim'rous beastie, O, what a panic's in thy breastie! Thou need na start awa sae 

hasty, Wi' bickering brattle! I wad be laith to rin an' chase thee, Wi' murd'ring pattle! Skills for Life, 
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Homework 8 : Non-fiction RUAE  
 

Usain Bolt. 
Personal Information  
1. Usain St Leo Bolt was born in Jamaica on the 21 
August 1986. By the time he was 15 years old, Usain Bolt 
was 6 feet 5 inches tall.  
2. Today, he is the fastest sprinter in the world and cannot 
be beaten. Usain Bolt’s nickname is “Lightening Bolt” due 
to his extraordinary speed.  
Early life  
3. When he was young, he spent his time playing cricket 
and football. Usain’s coach noticed that he was fast and 
encouraged him to try track and field.  
4. Usain was so committed to win that he trained daily. By the time he was 15 years old, 
Usain Bolt held the record as the youngest sprinter in the Junior World Championships.  
Sporting Career  
5. Usain Bolt is a very successful athlete. He has won 33 gold medals at Olympic and 
international level. Bolt is the most amazing athlete the world has ever seen.  
Interesting Information  

7. Usain Bolt earns an excessive amount of money through prize money and 
product endorsement with Nike, Gatorade, Virgin Media and Nissan cars. Last 
year he earned $20.3 million.  
 

Questions  

1.  What do you think is the PURPOSE of this article about Usain Bolt?  
 
To Persuade  
To Entertain  
To Inform  
 

2. Why do you think this is the purpose? (Hint: Comment on the structure and 
words used in the article)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Who is the AUDIENCE? (i.e. Who do you think would be most interested in 
reading this article?)  

 
 
 
4. LOOK AT PARAGRAPH 2  
a) What is Usain Bolt’s nickname? Explain why this is a good nickname for him?  
 
 
b) Is Usain Bolt’s speed really unusual or special? Yes / No  
What word in this paragraph tell us that?  
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
5. LOOK AT PARAGRAPH 3  
a) What word in paragraph 3 means that Usain Bolt was determined and would not give 
up?  
 
 
 
 
 
6. LOOK AT PARAGRAPH 4  
a) What word in paragraph 4 means that Usain Bolt has far too much of something?  
 
 
 
 
7. FACT OR OPINION!  
a) Find three (3) FACTS about Usain Bolt from this article:  
i)  
 
ii)  
 
iii)  
 
b) Find one (1) OPINION written about Usain Bolt in this article. 

 

  



 
 

Homework 9: Research  
 
Research a charity and write an account of the work they do and why you are interested in their 

cause. (You should write 200 words minimum.)  

 

 

 

  



 
 

Homework 10: Research  
Research a famous person you admire and write your version of their biography. You must 

ensure you use your own words throughout. Present your findings either as a three minute talk 

or write a 200 word essay.  

 

  



 
 

Homework 11: RUAE  
 
New Material to Make Computers and Phones Faster  
An Indian scientist living and working in the United States has discovered a new material 
that may make computers, phones and all electronics faster. Inside all computers, cell 
phones and most electronics is a tiny transistor – this ‘chip’ is the brain of the device. 
Most chips are made of 3D material like silicon. These have three dimensions (3D) – 
they have length, breath and thickness.  
Professor Ashutosh Tiwari and his team at 
the University of Utah have discovered a 
new material made of tin and oxygen which 
is a 2 D material like paper. This is so thin – 
it is measured only by length and breadth 
and not thickness – that the operations 
within the chip happen much faster. For 
those who are mechanically minded, here is 
the science – silicon chips have a certain 
thickness as a result of which the electrons 
inside bounce around a lot. In 2D chips, such 
movement is limited, hence they are faster. 
This could lead to computers and devices that work faster, and handle many programs 
at the same time.  
“Because the electrons move through one layer instead of bouncing around in a 3D 
material, there will be less friction, meaning the processors will not get as hot as normal 
computer chips,” the researchers said. They will also require much less power to run, 
which is very important for mobile devices that have to run on battery power.  
 
 
1/ What is this article about? 
 
  
2/ What is inside all computers, cell phones and most electronics?  
 
 
 
 
3/ What are the three dimensions?  
 
 
 
4/ In your own words, explain why the 2D material works faster.  
 
 
 
5/ Why do you think people need faster technology?  
 
 
 
6/ Write your own headline for this article. 

 



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

Homework 12: Creative Writing  
 
Write a 200 word imaginative account of your ideal holiday or ‘Fantasy Road Trip’. Where would 

you go? Who would you go with? What would you do? How would you travel etc? Focus on 

varying your vocabulary and expression.  

 

  



 
 

 

Homework 13: Sentence Structure

 
  



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 

 

Homework 14: Sentence structure into Practice

 
  



 
 

 

Homework 15: Literally Vs Figuratively

 
  



 
 

 

Homework 16: Idioms

 


