
COLD WAR CASE STUDY:

The Vietnam War



The “Domino Theory”



1960-63: Civil War

“I was not a communist to begin with, but the horrible violence of 
the ARVN (Diem’s South Vietnamese army) turned me and my 
fellow villagers to revolution. We felt we were in the right.

We saw only anger and death, but the North cheered the name of 
Ho Chi Minh. It seemed that communism brought joy, but 
democracy brought only tears and pain.”



The Gulf 

of Tonkin 

Incident



North Vietnamese Tactics: 

The Ho Chi Minh Trail



North Vietnamese Tactics: 

Guerrilla Warfare



American Tactics: 

Operation Rolling Thunder



American Tactics: 

Chemical Warfare – Agent Orange



American Tactics: 

Chemical Warfare – Napalm

Ho Chi Minh wrote to President Johnson in 1967:

“The US government has committed war crimes against peace and against

mankind. Half a million US troops have used the most inhuman weapons and

methods of warfare - such as napalm, chemicals and gases - to massacre our

countrymen, destroy our crops and burn villages to the ground.”



American Tactics: 

Strategic Hamlets



American Tactics: 

Helicopters



American Tactics: 

Search and Destroy



The end of the war in Vietnam



The results of the Vietnam War

• US troops were finally withdrawn from Vietnam in 

1973.  A small communist country had defeated the 

leading capitalist superpower.

• Vietnam became a communist country – as did 

neighbouring Laos and Cambodia.  However, 

Thailand, Burma and Malaysia did not.  The “domino 

theory” had been proved wrong. 

• Huge areas of Vietnam had been devastated by US 

bombing.  Large areas of farmland had been laid 

waste.  Vietnam’s economy was shattered and many 

Vietnamese had to rely on aid from the Soviet Union 

to survive.



• Nearly 58,000 US troops were dead and 300,000 more 

were badly wounded.  Many veterans of the Vietnam 

War continued to suffer from mental health problems 

long after the war had ended.

• It is estimated that up to 2,000,000 Vietnamese had 

died – many of them civilians.

• Many Americans remained angry with the US 

Government for sending their sons to war.  They were 

keen to avoid another such costly war.


