
The Dark Knight – Genre and 
Audience 



Learning Intention 

•To suss out the genre and 
target audience of the 

Dark Knight movie 



Success Criteria 

You will know you have been successful 
when: 

You have correctly identified the audience 
and genre of the Dark Knight and can use 
media evidence to justify your answers 



Starter Task – annotate the poster 



Recap 

•The genre – type of film, movie, 
book etc 
•Target audience – the group of 
people the film is aimed at, the 
people who the film maker 
anticipate will like the film the most 



Audience 

•Who do you think would like this movie 
and why? 

•Keep in mind that the film is loosely 
adapted from the comic book series 
about Batman.









Target Audience 

• The film is a 12A 

• This is set by the British Board of Film Classification (BBFC) 

• This means that anyone of the age of 12 or above was able to go and 
see the movie when it came out in the cinema  

• This gives us a clue about who the target audience is 



12a

• Films classified 12A and video works classified 12 contain material 
that is not generally suitable for children aged under 12. No one 
younger than 12 may see a 12A film in a cinema unless accompanied 
by an adult. Adults planning to take a child under 12 to view a 12A 
film should consider whether the film is suitable for that child. To help 
them decide, we recommend that they check the Ratings info for that 
film in advance. No one younger than 12 may rent or buy a 12 rated 
video work.



Dangerous behaviour

No promotion of potentially dangerous behaviour which children are likely to copy. No glamorisation of realistic or 
easily accessible weapons such as knives. No endorsement of anti-social behaviour.

Discrimination

Discriminatory language or behaviour must not be endorsed by the work as a whole. Aggressive discriminatory 
language or behaviour is unlikely to be acceptable unless clearly condemned.

Drugs

Misuse of drugs must be infrequent and should not be glamorised or give detailed instruction.

Language

There may be moderate bad language. Strong language may be permitted, depending on the manner in which it is 
used, who is using the language, its frequency within the work as a whole and any special contextual justification.

Nudity

There may be nudity, but in a sexual context it must be brief and discreet.

Sex

Sexual activity may be briefly and discreetly portrayed. Moderate sex references are permitted, but frequent crude 
references are unlikely to be acceptable.

Threat and horror

There may be moderate physical and psychological threat and horror sequences. Although some scenes may be 
disturbing, the overall tone should not be. Horror sequences should not be frequent or sustained.

Violence

There may be moderate violence but it should not dwell on detail. There should be no emphasis on injuries or 
blood, but occasional gory moments may be permitted if justified by the context. 



Ratings 

•Ratings are an example of an external institutional 
factor. If the film maker misjudges the content of a 
film and it does not fit into the age classification that 
they want it to, then this may limit the target 
audience. 

•Or, the film maker may know that due to the content 
of the film, it will automatically have a high 
classification 



Batman is based on comic books 

• On the whole, more men read comic books than women, (63% of comics 
bought by men in 2017) 

• This would suggest that the movie is typically aimed at men more so than 
women 

• The movie also has a limited female cast. There is a strong bias towards 
male leads in the film which again suggests that it is aimed move heavily at 
men then women 

• Includes lots of references to gadgets and technology, again, typically 
associated with men 

• WOMEN CAN STILL ENJOY THE FILM. 



Task 

Bullet points –

Write down 5 detailed bullet points which explain how the film is 
matched to an audience 

For example, 

‘I think this film is matched to an audience of superhero fans because’ 



Genre 

• What genre is the movie? Write down as many genres as possible 
that you think the movie fits into.

• Task – watch the section of the film from min 34 to 37 and write 
down as many genre makers as you can in this scene. 



Character and Genre

• Write a paragraph explaining how the characters link to the genre. 
How are the characters typical of what we would expect from this 
type of movie? 


