
Media Studies – The Boat 
Scene 



Learning Intention 

•To critically analyse the 
boat scene in the Dark 
Knight 



Success Criteria 

You will know you have been successful 
when: 

•You understand the game theory behind the 
scene 

•You understand this media language used in 
the scene 



Starter 

Write down 3 ways in which the Joker is 
visually represented as the hero. 

Write down 3 ways in which Batman is 
visually represented as the hero. 



Prisoner’s Dilemma 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yM38mRHY150



What is the prisoner’s dilemma? 

•The prisoner's dilemma is a standard 
example of a game analyzed in game 
theory that shows why two completely 
rational individuals might not cooperate, 
even if it appears that it is in their best 
interests to do so.



Recap 

• In the ferry scene of The Dark Knight, the evil
Joker has stranded prisoners on one ship and
innocent citizens on the other. In the Joker’s sick
and twisted game, he instructs the passengers
that each boat has a bomb. Thus, each boat has
the other’s detonator. The passengers are given
a time limit to blow the other ship. If the task is
not met, their own ship will explode.



Watch the scene 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tc1awt6v2M0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tc1awt6v2M0


The Dark Knight 

•How is the boat scene an example of the 
Prisoner’s Dilemma? 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2
68iyVaSCA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O268iyVaSCA


Media language 

•How is media language used in this 
scene to highlight that ultimately the 
Joker is wrong and that, despite 
believing that the citizens of Gotham are 
evil, actually, they are not? 



Media Language 

•How is media language used to create tension in this 
scene? 

1. Write down 3 examples of camera angles being 
used for impact 

2. Consider the use of costuming – how does this add 
to the moral question? Consider what the civilians 
are wearing. 



Media Language  

•Consider the use of props – how are 
these used on the civilian boat? 

•Cultural code – use of wedding ring 

•Use of hand cuffs 



Past paper question 

•Media texts use language features to create 
meaning. Explain  in  detail  how  this  can  be  seen  
in  media  content  you  have  studied.  In  your  
answer you should refer to technical and/or cultural 
code.

Meaning in this scene = people ultimately side with 
compassion 



Tackling this question 

1. Work out what the meaning is 
2. What are the technical or cultural codes used in this 

scene? 

(Remember, the technical codes are to do with the camera 
work and the technical stuff used to tell the story) 

3. How are these things used to tell the story? 



In this scene 

• The whole scene is an example of the prisoner’s 
dilemma, where each boat might be more interested 
in their own interests. 

• The scene creates tension as the whole we through 
we think one boat will blow up the other and 
ultimately neither can bring themselves to do it. 



Task 

Continue the past paper 
question which Miss Thorburn 
has started for you. 


