
The Space Race
Aims: To arrange the key events of the “Space 

Race” in chronological order.

To decide which country won the Space Race.



Space – the Final Frontier

“Space” is everything 

that exists outside of our 

planet’s atmosphere. The 

atmosphere is the layer of 

gas which surrounds our 

planet.  Without it, none 

of us would be able to 

breathe!

Atmosphere

Earth

Space



The sun is a star which is orbited (circled) by a system of planets.  Earth is the 

third planet from the sun.

There are nine planets in our solar system.  How many of the other eight 

can you name?

SUN

Mercury

Venus

EARTH

Mars

Jupiter

Saturn

Uranus

Neptune

Pluto



What has this got to do with the 

COLD WAR?

Another element of the Cold War was the race to control 

the final frontier – outer space! 

Why do you think this would be so important?

The Space Race was considered important because it 

showed the world which country had the best science, 

technology, and economic system. It would prove which 

country was the greatest of the superpowers, the USSR or the 

USA, and which political system was the best – communism

or capitalism.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvaEvCNZymo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvaEvCNZymo


Discuss the following slides in your groups.

For each slide, try to agree on:

• which of the three options is correct

• whether this was an achievement of the Soviet Union (USSR) or the Americans (USA).

The Space Race – key events



When did humans first send a satellite into orbit around the Earth?

1940s, 1950s or 1960s?
Sputnik 1 was launched in 

October 1957. It 

transmitted a radio signal 

as it orbited the Earth.

OR

Who sent it?



When did humans first send a satellite into orbit around the Earth?

1940s, 1950s or 1960s?
Sputnik 1 was launched in 

October 1957. It 

transmitted a radio signal 

as it orbited the Earth.

Who sent it?



The USSR’s success in launching Sputnik I in 

October 1957 marked the beginning of the 

“Space Age”.

People in America were shocked when they 

heard the news because they had considered 

the USA to be technologically superior to the 

USSR.  The launch of Sputnik proved that the 

USSR had made huge scientific advances 

since the end of the Second World War.

Scientists in the USA worked hard to catch up 

with the Russians and the USA launched its first 

satellite, Explorer I, in January 1958.



What was the first living thing sent into orbit?

A cat, a bird or a dog?

Laika the dog was sent into 

orbit in November 1957. 

OR

Who sent Laika into space?



What was the first living thing sent into orbit?

A cat, a bird or a dog?

Laika the dog was sent into 

orbit in November 1957. 

Who sent Laika into space?



The Russians had succeeded in 

proving that living creatures 

could survive in space.

Laika became famous 

worldwide and a hero of the 

Soviet Union.  Unfortunately she 

did not live to enjoy her fame.  

The Russian scientists had not 

yet worked out how return 
safely from orbit 

The next step would be to send 

a man into space….



Who was the first human in space?

John Glenn, Yuri Gagarin or Paul McCartney?

Yuri Gagarin was the first 

man in orbit on 12th April 

1961.

OR

Who put him up there?



Who was the first human in space?

John Glenn, Yuri Gagarin or Paul McCartney?

Yuri Gagarin was the first 

man in orbit on 12th April 

1961.

Who put him up there?



Yuri took less than two hours to circle the earth 

in his spacecraft, Vostok I.  His achievement 

was celebrated all over the world – even in 

America.

The Russians called their space pilots 

cosmonauts, meaning “sailors of the universe”.

The Americans were called astronauts, meaning 

“star sailors”.

It wasn’t long before the Americans put their 

first astronaut in space.



Just three weeks 

later, on 5th May 

1961, Alan Shepard 

became the first 

American in space.

In February 1962, 

John Glenn became 

the first American to 

complete a full orbit 

of the Earth.



When was the first woman sent into space?

1962, 1963 or 1964? Valentina Tereshkova was the 

first woman in space, on 16th

June 1963.

She spent three days in space 

and orbited the Earth 48 times.

Who put her there?

OR



When was the first woman sent into space?

1962, 1963 or 1964? Valentina Tereshkova was the 

first woman in space, on 16th

June 1963.

She spent three days in space 

and orbited the Earth 48 times.

Who put her there?



When did the first astronaut walk in space?

1965, 1966 or 1967? Alexey Leonov became 

the first astronaut to go on 

a ‘spacewalk’ in March 

1965.

OR

Which of the superpowers 

did he represent?



When did the first astronaut walk in space?

1965, 1966 or 1967? Alexey Leonov became 

the first astronaut to go on 

a ‘spacewalk’ in March 

1965.

Which of the superpowers 

did he represent?



Alexey’s spacewalk lasted for 12 minutes.

Just three months later, in June 1965, the first American spacewalk took 

place.  It lasted for 22 minutes.



When did a space probe first take pictures of a planet other than 

Earth?

1965, 1966 or 1967?
Mariner 4 became 

the first probe to take 

pictures of Mars in 

November 1965.

OR

Who sent it there?



When did a space probe first take pictures of a planet other than 

Earth?

1965, 1966 or 1967?
Mariner 4 became 

the first probe to take 

pictures of Mars in 

November 1965.

Who sent it there?



What was the name of the first space probe to land successfully 

on the moon?

Luna 9, Surveyor 1 or Apollo 13? Luna 9 sent back the 

first pictures from the 

surface of the Moon in 

1966.

OR

Which country sent it?



What was the name of the first space probe to land successfully 

on the moon?

Luna 9, Surveyor 1 or Apollo 13? Luna 9 sent back the 

first pictures from the 

surface of the Moon in 

1966.

Which country sent it?



Just a few months later, in June 

1966, the US space probe 

Surveyor I landed on the Moon.



When did the first astronaut take a stroll on the Moon’s surface?

1967, 1968 or 1969?
On 20 July 1969 two 

astronauts became the 

first humans on the 

surface of the moon!

OR

Which country sent 

them?



When did the first astronaut take a stroll on the Moon’s surface?
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“That’s one small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind”

It looked like the Soviet Union would win the race but the United States was able to pull ahead. 

On 20 July 1969, two Americans, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, landed a spacecraft and 

walked on the moon. The United States became the first – and only – country to have 

astronauts walk on the moon.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMINSD7MmT4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMINSD7MmT4


THE MOON LANDING TEAM!

Neil Armstrong

First man on 

the Moon

Michael Collins

Pilot

Buzz Aldrin

Second man 

on the Moon



The end of the Space Race

By the late 1960s, the USA had taken the lead in space technology.  

By 1975 the USA and the USSR completed the first joint mission, the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project, 

effectively ending the Space Race.

Space exploration had been a great source of rivalry between the superpowers, but in the end it 

brought them closer together.  Today, scientists from many different countries work together at 

the International Space Station.



So which country won the Space Race?

“Glory to the Soviet People –

the Pioneers of Space!”

American Space Race propaganda

The USSR?

The USA?

Neither?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxpC-8f--xo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxpC-8f--xo


TASK 1

Collect a pack of information cards – one per group.

Try to sort them into chronological order and identify whether this was a 

Soviet or American achievement:

USSR USA



USSR USA
October 1957
Launch of the first satellite, 

Sputnik I.  Start of the Space Race

January 1958
The satellite Explorer I is launched

November 1957
Laika the dog orbits the Earth

May 1961
Alan Shepherd becomes the first 

American in space

April 1961
Yuri Gagarin orbits the Earth

February 1962
John Glenn orbits the Earth

June 1963
Valentina Tereshkova becomes 

the first woman in space

November 1965
Mariner 4 takes the first pictures of 

Mars

March 1965
Alexey Leonov completes the first 

space walk

July 1969
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 

walk on the Moon

February 1966
Luna 9 lands on the Moon

July 1975
USA and USSR launch their first joint mission.  End of the Space Race



TASK 2

Create a timeline showing the key 

events of the Space Race.

Your timeline should start in 1957

and end in 1975, and should include 

all the key events.

Illustrate your timeline and make it 

bold and eyecatching!


