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Learning Intention 

•To critically consider 
how society impacts 

on the story of the DK 



Success Criteria 

You will know you have been 
successful when: 

•You can see the links between Sept 
11th and the DK 



Starter Task 

•Write down 5 ways in which 
media language is used to 
construct a representation of 
Batman as a hero 



What is society? 

•A society is a group of individuals 
involved in persistent social interaction, 
or a large social group sharing the same 
space or social territory, typically 
subject to the same political authority 
and dominant cultural expectations.



British Society 

What are some of the 
cultural things about being 

British or living in British 
society?



Major Events 

•Major world events have an 
impact on societies and the 
impact of events on a society 
can still be felt after the event 
has happened. 



For example – The Troubles  



9/11 

•One of the most major events to happen 
in the last 30 years 

•Huge impact of American and Western 
Society 



What happened? 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNyjZJOEXpE

•Make notes about what 
happened 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNyjZJOEXpE


Impact 

•What do you think 
some of the impacts of 
9/11 could have been? 



Answer 

•Increased fear in society 

•Feeling that no one, not even the 
government can protect people 

•Government becoming more intent on 
tracking people down 

•Rises of islamophobia 



Links to DK 

•Christopher Nolan understood how 
the DK could be seen to be a film 
which mirrors life in America after 
9/11 and captures of the fear of the 
American people in a post 9/11 
world 



Links 

•Can you think of any 
ways in which the DK 
mirrors the events of 
9/11? 



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfm-ttvZhSc&t=745s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfm-ttvZhSc&t=745s


•Can you see any links 
between the Dark 
Knight and 9/11? 



9/11 changed society 

•Increased fear 

•Felt that govs couldn’t protect us 

•So scary because the motives could 
not be fully understood by 
American or Western public 



Impact on the Dark Knight 

• Joker is made out to be more of a terrorist than a traditional super 
hero villain 

• He straps a bomb to himself like a suicide bomber and he deliberately 
targets areas of mass population where people should feel safe and 
secure 

• Sends out threats to the people of Gotham, claiming he will kill one 
person everyday until someone comes forward 

• Carries out coordinated attacks like the one on Dent and the police 
commissioner

• ‘just wants to watch the world burn’  



Modern take 

• It is clear that the film-makers have moulded their villain on the ideas 
of terrorism in society. In this way they stay true to the superhero 
convention of having a villain who is at odds with the brave hero, but 
they make him a truly modern take on this stock character in order to 
cause the most fear into the audience. 

• Batman uses all technology possible to try and catch the Joker which 
reflects the attitudes of the USA government, spying on citizens and 
tapping phones for information 

• Lucius Fox – questions the morality of this, like US public and critics in 
response 



Learning Intention 

•To consider how gender 
roles are portrayed in the 
Dark Knight 



Success Criteria 

•You will know you have been 
successful when: 

You have attempted an exam 
answer about society 



Starter Task 

•Write 3 points in your 
jotter explaining how 
TDK and 9/11 are linked 



Women in Superhero films 

•How do they 
normally come 
across? 



Damsel in distress 



•A damsel in distress is a 
young woman in danger. The 
term often refers to a stock 
character in fiction who is 
rescued by a male hero.



Representation of women in film 

•Historically, women have played secondary 
characters in movies, not the lead and 
often, there character is one who needs to 
be saved by the male lead. 

•They are typically younger than there male 
counterparts and are not represented to be 
as emotionally or mentally strong 



Backlash 



Anger at representation 



Changing representation 



Task 

•Watch the scene in which Rachel 
interviews Lau 

•Write a couple of sentences explaining 
her personality based on this scene 



Rachel Dawes 

• The genre convention of the damsel in distress character in TDK 
reflects this shift, as Rachel is a well-respected lawyer and bravely 
fights for justice in a similar way to Harvey. She is bold in her 
interrogation of Lau and isn’t afraid to stand up to the Joker. In this 
way she is more than just a damsel in distress –she is a strong female 
character. 



Task – complete the exam question 

•Explain how society has 
impacted on one piece of 
media that you have 
studied. 


