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S3 Modern Studies 

The United States of America 
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Lesson 1 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Briefly outline the geography and history of the United 

States. 

• Explain that the United States is a multicultural society 

with many different people. 

Introduction to the United States of America 
 

Geography 

• The USA is the fourth largest country in the world with mountains, desert 

and sub-tropical environments. 

• The USA stretches from Canada in the north to Mexico in the south. From 

New York to LA, is 2,500 miles. 

• The USA has four time zones.  

 

 
 

History 

• The USA’s history has been dominated by immigration. The Native 

Americans (wrongly called ‘Indians’) make up only one percent of the US 

population.  

• European/White settlers were the first to arrive in the USA spreading 

from the East across the continent to the West in their millions. African 

Americans were also early to arrive in the US. 

• More recently immigrants from Mexico/Central America and Asia have 

been arriving in millions. In 2014, over 2.5m people were added to the US 

population.     

 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://howyoudoin.files.wordpress.com/2007/11/800px-usa_flag_mapsvg.png?w%3D310%26h%3D199&imgrefurl=http://howyoudoin.wordpress.com/2007/11/13/usa-making-me-lonely/&usg=__lac3I5leIBUurFUFakOvaLQT0vg=&h=497&w=800&sz=72&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=i2MxqdHdmUzzWM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q%3Dusa%2Bflag%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
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The Multicultural USA Population (2016) 

The USA is a multicultural society with people from many different ethnic groups. 

• The US population numbers around 325m and is rising. 

• Most Americans, 62%, are White (198m). 

• The biggest ethnic minority group of Americans are Hispanics or Latinos 

(Spanish speaking) around 17% (55m people). 

• The third largest group of Americans are African or Black Americans with 

12% of US population (42m). 

• There are around 17m Asian and Pacific Islander Americans (6%) of the 

US population. 

• Less than 1% of the US population are Native Americans (2m).  

Note: Some Americans describe themselves as ‘other race’ or ‘mixed race’ for 

example golfer Tiger Woods. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heading: Introduction to the United States of America 
 

1. Complete a blank map of the USA by showing the 50 different US states plus 

Mexico, Canada, and the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. 
 

2. a) Which group of people are the ‘original’ Americans? 

    b) Which two groups of people were the first ‘outsiders’ to arrive in America?  

    c) From which parts of the world are many people arriving to the USA today? 
 

3. Rank order (by % figures) the size of the different ethnic groups in the US. 
 

4. Name the four Americans in the pictures above. Which ethnic group do you 

think they each come from? 
 

Extension - Name four other famous Americans. One each from a different ethnic group. 

 

Further Learning: Collect a copy of “World Powers and Int. Issues”. Read the information on 

page 4 “National Tartan Day”. Complete Q4 and Q5 bottom of page 4. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lucy_Liu_crop.jpg
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.babble.com/CS/blogs/famecrawler/2008/07/23-End/brad-pitt-legal.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.babble.com/CS/blogs/famecrawler/archive/2008/07/24/brad-pitt-threatens-legal-action-against-paparazzi-for-post-baby-photos.aspx&usg=__bTV7ybNy0alfaWbwjdwUgzU5iN0=&h=450&w=365&sz=45&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=HNNgBltj_6XZEM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q%3DBrad%2BPitt%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.espn980.com/upload/image/Barack%20Obama.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.espn980.com/shows/johnthompson/&usg=__OVnJGBJCn9_O7RRmEKAbrNtaigo=&h=1000&w=800&sz=188&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=Kk2YHg2QDSqz6M:&tbnh=149&tbnw=119&prev=/images?q%3Dbarack%2Bobama%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu8t3kiuTLAhVJPRoKHfa6B0MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/01/06/how-to-be-cameron-diaz.html&psig=AFQjCNFyJoouWu9aHiOZjIBGn1SIcJCK7w&ust=1459278634003281
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Lesson 2 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 
 

• Explain what is meant by ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors. 

• Explain what is meant by the terms ‘melting pot’, ‘salad bowl’ and ‘mosaic’. 
 

Immigration to the USA (1) 

The United States is a country with a long history of immigration. Apart from the 

native American peoples, everyone else within the USA is an immigrant or the 

descendent of an immigrant.  

Push and Pull Factors Migration - Why do 

people migrate? - YouTube 

Push factors are the reasons why people leave 

the country in which they were born (they 

emigrate). For example, people may leave their home country because of war, 

persecution (bad treatment), unemployment or lack of health and education 

services. 

Pull factors are the reasons why people chose to 

move to another country (they immigrate). For 

example, people may migrate to the USA because 

it is safe, there is the opportunity to work and 

become better off, and there is access to good 

healthcare and education services.  

Today, the United States is one of the most ethnically diverse nations on the 

planet (see also page 3). However, this does not mean that all the people living in 

the USA mix well and life happily alongside one another. Instead, the US is a very 

ethnically divided society. 

Different views on American society 

The USA is a ‘melting pot’: To understand the term ‘melting pot’, 

think about a cup of coffee. A cup of coffee usually contains 

water, coffee, milk and perhaps sugar. When mixed together, the 

different ingredients blend to make a cup of coffee. The ingredients mix and can 

no longer be identified individually. In the same way, some people describe the 

US as a ‘melting pot’ where people from different ethnic backgrounds mix, they 

lose their separate backgrounds and go on to become ‘Americans’.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54xM8VlgP7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54xM8VlgP7s
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjiuaT3yb7QAhWEvBQKHdlHBj8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.emigration.link/&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHH1GiBqSmhTpMXJPhq952vQloNAQ&ust=1479980165354222
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwil29GHyr7QAhUCuhQKHYTbDocQjRwIBw&url=http://www.emigration.link/&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHH1GiBqSmhTpMXJPhq952vQloNAQ&ust=1479980165354222
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjPx7vizb7QAhVBXBQKHWb7DcsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.regentsprep.org/regents/ushisgov/themes/immigration/theories.htm&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHhggqYKCQ7Xbs-sZa9-tsvQ8xwFg&ust=1479981204312658
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The USA is a ‘salad bowl’: This time think about salad bowl. In a 

salad bowl, individually vegetables (lettuce, tomatoes, cucumber, 

etc.) sit together and do not mix, however together, they make 

up a bowl of salad. Again, in the same way, some people describe 

America as a ‘salad bowl’, i.e. lots of different ethnic groups live 

together within the USA as Americans but they do not mix. 

The USA is a ‘mosaic’: Most political commentators do 

not describe the USA as a ‘melting pot’ or ‘salad bowl’. 

Instead, today, the USA is described as a mosaic 

where the country is made up of many different people 

who sometimes mix – shopping, sports events, in 

television / cinema, etc. but sometimes keep to their 

own ethnic group, particularly in housing area and social events. 

Heading: Immigration to the USA (1) 

1. What is meant by the term ‘push factors’? Give three examples of push factors. 

2. What is meant by the term ‘pull factors’? Give three examples of pull factors. 

3. If you were to leave Scotland to live in another country, where would you go 

and why? 

4. Copy the three drawings on this and page 4 that show ‘the melting pot’, ‘the 

salad bowl’ and ‘the mosaic’. When complete, label your drawing and then describe 

what it shows in relation to the USA. 

5. Study the pie chart below then answer the question which follows. 

 

White, non-Hispanics make up the biggest percentage of the US population. The 

next biggest group are Black Americans.          View of Liam McMillan 

What information is there in the pie chart to support and oppose the view of 

Liam? 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjg--6Dzr7QAhUH6RQKHSYqCdcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cglearn.it/mysite/civilization/american-culture/a-story-of-immigration/melting-pot-or-salad-bowl/&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEb6sezSy44k1fA0-Z4DVa8xGO9RQ&ust=1479981257672743
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6. Study the chart below then answer the question which follows. 

 

US Population by Ethnic Group 2015-2065 

 

 
 

 

What conclusions can be drawn about: 

• The percentage of White Americans in the USA in future. 

• The percentage of Americans from ethnic minority groups in the future. 

Extension - US Immigration  

Study the graphic below then answer the question which follows. 

 

Immigrants come from all over the world to live in the USA. Most immigrants to 

the USA come from Mexico and other Central and South American countries. 

Few people come from Europe or Africa. The least percentage of people come 

from Asia.         Megan Cowie 

Choose one sentence from what is said by Megan that is exaggerated. Give a 

reason for your choice. 

Further learning: Collect a copy of “World Powers and Int. Issues”. Read the 

information on page 6. Complete Q3. 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Mexico

Central/South America

Asia

Europe and Canada

Africa and Other

Where recent immigrants to the USA have come 

from by region in percentage (%)
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Lesson 3 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to):  

• Detail the arguments for and against immigration to the 

USA 

Immigration to the USA (2) 

Immigration is one of the biggest issues in the USA today. Arguably, it was one 

of the most important issues in the 2016 US Presidential Election.  

Most Americans agree that there should be some limits on immigration to the 

USA but many would also like to see the US continue to accept immigrants as long 

as they enter the country legally. 

In the 2016 US Presidential election, a tough approach to immigration was 

thought to have helped Donald Trump win. As well as rounding up and deporting 

millions of illegal immigrants – people who are in the US without approval – he was 

also said he was going to build a wall at the US/Mexico border (and make Mexico 

pay for it!). So what are the arguments for and against immigration to the USA? 

Arguments for immigration  

• Some of the most-able and hard-working people are immigrants. These 

people bring their skills and talents to the USA making the USA a better, 

wealthier country. 

• Immigrants do many of the low-skilled, low-paid jobs that most Americans 

do not want to do. This drives the US economy forward. Immigrants 

contribute more in the long-term than they take out. 

• Immigrants bring their culture and this makes the USA more diverse. 

Diversity is something to be encouraged and to celebrate. 

• Immigration improves the image of the USA across the world. The country 

was built on giving immigrants the opportunity to come to America. 
 

Arguments against immigration 

• Immigrants put pressure on welfare, housing, education 

and healthcare. In the short-term there is a cost to 

immigration which is met by the American taxpayer.  

• Immigrants compete with Americans for low-skilled jobs creating 

unemployment and driving down wages.  

• Immigrants change the culture of the USA. The USA will be a very 

different society in future. Change is not always easy to embrace. 

• More immigrants may result in more criminals, drug dealers or even 

terrorists entering the country although most immigrants are law abiding. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSuJ-I3b7QAhUDzRQKHSEHAQQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/donald-trump-says-mexico-100-8745318&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHr1vi5MhzJl00Zmk1GpLXyMifcTA&ust=1479985093399758
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiV05ev5MPQAhVIuBQKHRZUC-cQjRwIBw&url=http://usa.greekreporter.com/2011/10/10/skilled-immigration-needed-in-us/&psig=AFQjCNHjN4tBYu47tg1EhiZwrK6yFipCSA&ust=1480158874781383
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Heading: Immigration to the USA (2) 

Cut and paste. Your teacher will provide you with a sheet of arguments for and 

against immigration to the USA. Make two headings in your jotter ‘For 

Immigration to the USA’ and ‘Against Immigration to the USA’, then cut out and 

stick the arguments under the correct heading. 

Illegal Immigration 

Every year the US accepts many hundreds of thousands of immigrants legally i.e. 

people apply and they are allowed by the US government to stay. However, many 

people also cross into the USA illegally. These people are mainly poor people from 

Mexico, elsewhere in Central/South America or from Asia. 

In the US today it is estimated that there are 13-14m illegal or undocumented 

immigrants. If caught, these people would be deported back to their home 

country. Under President Obama, many hundreds of thousands of people were 

deported. Donald Trump has promised to deport all illegal immigrants. Video. 

Do you agree or disagree? “All illegal immigrants should be deported.” Explain 

your answer. Your teacher may now allow the class to debate the issue of US 

illegal immigration. 

Extension 

Study the pie chart below then answer the question which follows. 

 

“More than half of the illegal immigrants to the USA come from Mexico. The next 

biggest group were from the Caribbean. Only a few illegal immigrants come from 

Europe/Canada.        Sian Gilmore 

Choose one sentence from what is said by Sian which is exaggerated. Give a 

reason for your choice.   

56

14

4

2

15

6

3

Where illegal immigrants to the USA come from

Mexico

Asia

Europe/Canada

Caribbean

Central America

South America

Africa

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5aKWkooNJU
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Lesson 4 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Explain what is meant by the American Dream. 

The American Dream 

The American Dream is the idea than any US citizen can 

become successful regardless of their background. The American Dream has two 

parts:  

Part 1 - Americans believe the rights and freedoms 

they are guaranteed under the US Constitution 

benefits them. These rights include the right to free 

speech and the right to freely elect their 

representatives and government. 

Part 2 - The American Dream also includes the idea that any American can 

become rich if they get an education, work hard and develop their skills. 

Some of the richest people in the world are American. The US is a capitalist 

country where wealth is mostly created and owned by individuals.   

Heading: The American Dream 

1. What is the ‘American Dream’? 

2. Which two parts make up the American Dream?  

3. What is a capitalist country? 

4. Study the two views below then answer the question which follows. 

American Dream Open to All 

 

Anyone in the United States can 

achieve the American Dream. If they 

get a good education, work hard and 

develop their skills they can become 

successful. Lots of people achieve the 

American Dream every year. 

Leah Devlin 

American Dream Over 

 

Few people achieve the American 

Dream today. Even if Americans get a 

good education and work hard there is 

no guarantee that they will succeed in 

the United States. The American 

Dream is a myth. 

Skye Mackie 

Leah and Skye have different views on the American Dream. What are these 

differences? Give two differences in your answer. 

5. Do you think the American Dream can be achieved? Explain you answer. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiInejxw-bLAhXGShQKHWgGBQcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.thinglink.com/scene/748900463084044290&psig=AFQjCNGR5E8HmOgZA0VXFAlJg9x8oLGdiQ&ust=1459362709620816
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiWm7_HxObLAhWHxRQKHTbbCjcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.mercyandtruthministry.com/product/american-dream/&psig=AFQjCNGTMgxecURYDOr2LyChvMgthFfj3w&ust=1459362768848466
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6. Look at the graph below, then answer the question which follows. 

 

What conclusion can be drawn about where many rich people live in the world? 

Extension 

Can you name the following people who are said to have achieved the American 

Dream i.e. become successful? 

  

 

Further Learning 

Can you think of any other successful Americans who have not been already 

mentioned? Try to name someone from business (think ‘Apple’); from sport 

including tennis and golf; from music; from the movies and finally, from politics? 

  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8-4XbyebLAhVCbBoKHb04APkQjRwIBw&url=http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2014/10/14/where-do-the-worlds-wealthiest-people-live/&bvm=bv.117868183,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGxe1nopqAx7P-7H5CAQ4Sp2ZrOtw&ust=1459364256485470
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiWu--kx-bLAhWGNhoKHcd3A2wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.sonymoviechannel.co.uk/news/arnie-glad-be-back&psig=AFQjCNGgI8Jx8NK1WYpNUCSWhrbYCKTNtQ&ust=1459363607666062
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZy47Zx-bLAhUFVRoKHbYMBzMQjRwIBw&url=http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2008201_2008200_2008207,00.html&bvm=bv.117868183,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGhYGkOR7uD-ASxcAYdg1nX5Voq0w&ust=1459363728161645
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjG_pizx-bLAhWK2xoKHcgsDi0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/08/23/report-oprah-winfrey-shuns-bds-activists-demanding-meeting-over-leviev-diamonds/&psig=AFQjCNFGFLtnXJ6gB8frAuw-RVB8c6yJ2A&ust=1459363652074496
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:John_Cho_2008.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pitbull_the_rapper_in_Sydney,_Australia_(2012).jpg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiY37zyyObLAhXLWxoKHVjKD0QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.biography.com/people/michael-jordan-9358066&psig=AFQjCNHHr0P9skpWIXdnimixrg_bRJzIxQ&ust=1459364055483894
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJtLGCyebLAhVFMBoKHdzOC5UQjRwIBw&url=https://plus.google.com/104560124403688998123&psig=AFQjCNH7ngALX7r99jvM5ONpwoatEV0pUA&ust=1459364089038274
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiExZmXyebLAhUFDxoKHTalAZIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.rollingstone.com/culture/news/bill-gates-the-rolling-stone-interview-20140313&psig=AFQjCNFi8Umxs-qwAo6YdHZogzYkU-IkIg&ust=1459364132074793
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Lesson 5 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Explain the rights and responsibilities of people in the USA.  

Rights and Responsibilities of US citizens 

Rights 

In the United States, the rights and freedoms that people are entitled to are 

written down in a document called the US Constitution. Although a very old 

document, the US Constitution also describes the way in which government in the 

US should work (see Lesson 6). 

Since the US Constitution was first written there have been several changes or 

amendments. These amendments were intended to protect the basic rights of the 

people of the US. These rights include: 

• 1st Amendment – The right to freedom of religion, speech, the press 

(newspapers), and to peaceful assembly 

• 2nd Amendment – The right to keep and bear arms 

• 5th Amendment – The right to remain silent if accused of a crime 

• 6th Amendment – The right to a speedy and public trial by impartial jury 

• 8th Amendment – The right to be free from cruel punishment 

• Also – The right to vote, to travel freely and the right stand for election. 

 

Responsibilities  

In any country, including the US, with rights also come responsibilities. For 

example, people in the US are expected to: 

• Assemble together peacefully 

• Respect the views of others and tell the truth  

• Vote in elections 

• Pay proper taxes 

• Respect the law of the land 

 

Ask you teacher to show you the video The rights and responsibilities of US 

citizens 

Your teacher will issue you with an A3 piece of paper. Make up a poster to show 

the rights and responsibilities of US citizens. Add pictures and colour to your 

poster to improve the look of what you have drawn. 

If finished, collect a copy of “World Powers and International Relations”. Read 

pages 14 and 15, complete Q1-3 page 15.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLBcZqpWFo0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLBcZqpWFo0
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjd2Zyz-tLQAhWJcRQKHZceDe8QjRwIBw&url=http://citizent.weebly.com/rights-duties-and-responsibilites-of-citizens.html&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGqTYRCUOs7V_lyuogIw_CvwNrhfA&ust=1480680376579825
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Lesson 6 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• List some of the powers of the federal and state governments. 

• Explain why there are different laws in different states. 

 

The US System of Government (Ask your teacher 

to let you take the US quick quiz PPt. slide show.) 

 

The US Constitution details the way in which 

government in the USA works. The people who wrote the Constitution did not 

want the federal (or national) government to be too powerful so 

they divided power between the federal government and the 50 

States. Powers that were given to the federal government 

include collecting taxes, printing money (dollars), operating a 

postal system and control of the military.  

State Governments (e.g. Texas or Florida) have power over 

everything not reserved for the federal government 

including education, use of the death penalty and the age 

for marriage or driving. 

The division of powers between the federal government and the 50 States is 

called the ‘separation of powers’.   

Different States, Different Laws 

The fifty states of the USA have their own laws that control the lives of the 

people living in that state. For example: 

• Use of the death penalty and way execution is carried out; drug laws 

• Age at which children start and finish school  

• Age at which people can get married 

• Gun control laws 

• Legal age to drive and types of vehicles that can be 

driven at different ages 

 

Why are there different laws in different states? 

When the US Constitution was drawn up it was made clear that some laws would 

be made by the federal government in Washington. The Constitution also stated 

that everything not controlled by the federal government would be decided by 

the different states. The people who drew up the US Constitution wanted to 

Federal 

 

file:///G:/S1-3/S3%20USA/S3%20USA%20US%20system%20of%20government.ppt
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPKp29Luryc&feature=related
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://z.about.com/d/geography/1/0/A/H/usa2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxusa.htm&usg=__AXrEjBqHfM6ne2AxNd5qtiqaEA0=&h=565&w=701&sz=19&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=nIDYQAadwAqDVM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=140&prev=/images?q%3Doutline%2Bmap%2Busa%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNiK-nke3LAhXHtxoKHU9_AccQjRwIBw&url=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/9456651/US-schools-adopting-longer-days-for-academic-success.html&bvm=bv.118443451,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNE3esn_U3BKMOQw-qa6i0ZVNVCdhw&ust=1459589645606187
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ensure there was a separation of powers between the state and federal 

governments so that no one part of government would become too powerful. 

Federal government powers 

The federal government has the right to make laws in the following areas: 

• The armed forces 

• The postal service and the national 

road/railway network 

• US currency (dollar $) 

• Relations with foreign countries 

• Trade across the USA and with other countries 

 

Ask you teacher to let you see US State and Federal Powers 

Heading: The US System of Government 

1. a) How many federal governments are there in the USA? 

    b) How many state governments are there in the USA?  

2. Describe three areas of US life where the different states decide the law. 

3. Describe three areas of life where the federal government decides the law. 

4. What is meant by the phrase the ‘separation of powers’? 

5. Explain why the people who drew up the US Constitution wanted a separation 

of powers between the federal and state governments. 

6. You have been given the power to decide the law in one state in America. 

Complete a poster in your jotter to highlight the state laws you would have in your 

state.  

Extension - If finished, collect a copy of “World Powers and International 

Relations”. Read pages 11-13 then complete Q1-6 page 13. 

 
Success Criteria (After completing this lesson): 

- I can list some of the powers of the federal government and some of the powers of the State 

governments. 

- I explain why there are different laws in different states. 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IsRmNhwauc
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjexYuk5tDRAhVH2xoKHSrqCfoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fujitsu.com/us/products/network/industries/federal-government/&psig=AFQjCNEw45wYzWgKmQh35NOwEiv8kadtHg&ust=1485004267884466
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Lesson 7 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Describe the structure of the US federal government. 

 

The Federal Government of the USA 

The US federal government is divided into three parts:  

• The Executive is the office of the President. The job of the President is 

to run the country and suggest new laws to improve the USA. 
 

• The Legislative is the law making part of the Federal Government. 

Representatives from all 50 States meet at Congress (in Washington). 

There are two types of representatives in Congress: Senators and 

Congressmen/women.  
 

• The highest court in the USA is the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court 

interprets laws to make sure any laws passed by Congress are 

constitutional. 

 

US Federal Government Structure 

 Executive    Legislative       Judicial 

The President        Congress / Law makers       Supreme Court 

Runs country/          Decide new laws        Interprets law 

Suggests new laws          

For government to work, all three parts must work together. There is a system 

of ‘checks and balances’ to ensure no one part of the federal government 

becomes too powerful. See also: How power is divided in the US 

Heading: The Federal Government of the USA 

1. Copy the US Federal Government Structure graphic (above) into your jotter. 

2. Name both types of representatives in the US Congress. 

3.  Collect a copy of “World Powers and International Issues”. Read pages 11 – 15. 

Complete Q1-Q6 page 13. 

Extension: US State Government 

Each State has a system of government similar to the 

federal government. For example, California has:  

 

 
   

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuFR5XBYLfU
http://writing.wikinut.com/img/t97iqcwezcmfs09q/US-Congress-Unofficial-Seal
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjVxbrCobzQAhUEqxoKHSBqC_AQjRwIBw&url=http://www.50states.com/california.htm&psig=AFQjCNHH31j4vXu0T9wkSrpHCMQPhtgqGA&ust=1479900572670688
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A Governor who runs the State and suggests new laws or spending plans. 

A legislative building with two law making bodies – the State Assembly and State 

Senate. As with the federal government, the State Assemblymen and State 

Senators must agree before decisions become law. The California Legislative 

meets in Sacramento the State capital. 

A State Supreme Court which is the highest court of appeal in California and 

interprets State laws. 

 “State governments are similar in structure to the federal government.” 

                    Casey MacLachlan 

Give two pieces of information to support Casey’s view. 

Further learning – The US Supreme Court 

The Supreme Court can also act as a check against 

the power of the President. This is because the 

Supreme Court has the power of judicial review 

and it can decide that any law passed by the 

President and Congress is unconstitutional and therefore it cannot be applied 

anywhere in the USA. 

Explain the way in which the US Supreme Court can limit the power of the 

President. 

Success Criteria (After completing this lesson): 

- I can describe the structure of the federal government. 

- I can describe the structure of US state government. 

 

Extra Learning if ever finished! 
 

Study the diagram below then answer the question which follows. 
 

Selected Statistics - US Presidents / Presidential Candidates 2016  
 

Gender Male - 45 Female - 0 

 

Ethnicity White - 44 Ethnic Minority - 1 

 

Wealth Trump - $2.9bn Clinton - $30-50m 
 

What conclusions can be made about US Presidents/Presidential candidates? 

Make three points. 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJj4_kn7zQAhXGzRQKHTGxCmYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/when-franklin-roosevelt-clashed-with-the-supreme-court-and-lost-78497994/&psig=AFQjCNFaFNYRqrBES8JVVAjWbT19CbDYkA&ust=1479900065023619
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Lesson 8 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Describe the powers of the US President.  

• Explain the ways in which the powers of the US President are 

limited by both Congress and the Supreme Court. 

 

The Powers of the President 

According to the Constitution the US President is elected every four years. 

Presidents can only serve a maximum of two terms. Obama was in his second term 

as President in 2016. He could not stand again.  

Article 11 of the US Constitution lists the powers of the US President. It states 

those powers the President can use without the approval of Congress and those 

where they must seek approval by Congress. 

1. Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. Presidents have the responsibility 

for defending the USA (response to ‘Twin Towers’) including ordering troops 

overseas. However, only Congress can declare war e.g. in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

Treaties must also be approved by the Senate. 

2. Power of appointment. The President appoints thousands of people to help 

run the country. These include members of the US Cabinet (e.g. Sec. of State                    

John Kerry, etc.). However, nominations for overseas ambassadors and Supreme 

Court judges (Sonia Sotomayor) must have the approval of the Senate.     

3. Legislative powers  

Every January the President speaks to Congress in the State of the Union 

Address. As well as reviewing the previous year, the President outlines spending 

plans and any proposals for legislation. Note: Presidents cannot introduce 

legislation, only members of Congress have this right. 

Congress also controls the budget.  

4. Executive Orders (EOs). The President can bypass 

Congress on some occasions by issuing Executive 

Orders. Eos allow the President to makes laws without 

Congressional approval. Under Obama, 172 EOs have 

been issued (by Feb. 2014). Note: Congress can remove 

a President if they suspect any wrongdoing. 

 

Watch the following Youtube clip: Powers of the US President (Start 2.30 mins). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5l02sK5LovI
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://ilivetoshop.typepad.com/.a/6a00df351f01ba883401156f5cc12c970c-320wi&imgrefurl=http://www.ilivetoshop.typepad.com/&usg=__fcDBW1bqm3Y7zFi5xYdsTfh5Qck=&h=356&w=300&sz=58&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=KYihRhMvsZcrdM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=102&prev=/images?q%3Dobama%2Band%2Bexecutive%2Borders%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjzho3wzaDQAhWKtBQKHSwUB1AQjRwIBw&url=http://www.shareonfb.com/544j3j/Donald_Trump_found_dead_in_his_room&psig=AFQjCNHOxmBSyG3r-JXSw8MsR7UJ0EfBzg&ust=1478950435122832
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Heading: The Powers of the President 

1. What is the maximum number of years someone can be the president in the 

USA? 

2. Complete a spider diagram to show the four powers of the US President. 

 

Powers of the  

US President 

 

3. Match the different statements below. Copy into your jotter. 

Presidential Powers Limits to Presidential Power 

• The President can bypass 

Congress with an Executive Order. 

• A President can suggest new laws. 

• The President appoints thousands 

of people to help them run the 

country. 

• The President can order troops 

overseas. 

• Only Congress can declare war. 

• Appointments by the President 

must be approved by Congress 

• The President can be removed 

by Congress if they are found to 

have done something wrong. 

• Congress decides which laws are 

passed in the USA. 

 

4.  Study the views below then answer the question which follows. 

Presidents Are Too Powerful 

Presidents of the United States have 

too much power. They can issue 

Executive Orders or veto Bills passed 

by Congress. Presidential power should 

be limited.                        Ben Somerville 

Presidential Power Limited 

Congress has too much power. 

Congress can over-ride a presidential 

veto and block presidential 

appointments. The power of Congress 

should be limited.             Kaysae Butler 

Ben and Kaysae have different views about presidential power. What are these 

differences? Make two points in your answer. 

Traffic Lights – You are going to swap jotters with a classmate 

and mark one another’s work. Your teacher will go over the answers 

to the questions. Give you classmate a grade for their work, 

criteria: Green – Very good; Amber – Aim to complete/do little 

better; Red – Not well completed/more effort required. Also. 

Write down one comment (keep sensible) to help them improve. 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix2uOh_NLQAhXGNxQKHbTwA-0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk/2013/11/3-way-traffic-lights-rwb-high-street/&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFXAGyni3CTzML2dYUpfUaDXCjvgQ&ust=1480680881544163
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Extension - If you were President of the US which new laws would you suggest? 

Give three examples. 

Further learning – Other Powers of the President 

• Power of veto. Before legislation becomes law, Bills must be signed by the 

President. If, however, the President disagrees with a new law he can 

refuse to sign e.g. Obama vetoed a Bill to do with water cleansing in January 

2016.  Note: Congress has power to override the Presidential veto if a 

Bill is passed by two-thirds of the representatives of both Houses.  

 

• Power of Pardon The US President can pardon 

or excuse a person of wrongdoing after they 

have been convicted of a crime. The types of 

pardon a President may give are:  
 

Full pardon – Release without punishment. 

Partial pardon – Reduction in a punishment. 

Quash fines - Let people off with paying their fine. 

 

See BBC news article on people pardoned by Obama as last act of presidency. 

 

1. What is a presidential veto? 

2. You are the President of the USA. Study the Factfile below then decide 

whether or not to pardon (or partial pardon) Joe Bloggs. Give two reasons for 

your decision. 

Factfile: Joe Bloggs (50 years old) 

• Admitted crime on arrest and is genuinely sorry for what he has done. 

• Responsible for the deaths of two people through drink driving. 

• Sentenced to 12 years in prison although not first time caught drunk 

driving. Previous offence when 17 years of age. 

• Has a family and has worked all his life. Does a lot of charity work with 

older people in the community. Just over the drink driving limit. 

 

Working with your shoulder partner, decide whether Joe should receive a pardon 

or partial pardon for his crime. Give two reasons for your decision.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/38661666/the-other-people-who-president-obama-pardoned-in-his-final-act
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp2t6PsKrQAhUB6xQKHZRrDmQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.salon.com/2016/09/29/report-donald-trump-broke-cuba-embargo-knowingly-conducted-illegal-business-in-communist-country/&psig=AFQjCNGhMeEv82joLi8i40Z8DIaC6ief1g&ust=1479286050652387
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Lesson 9 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Better find and record information from the internet. 
 

US Representation – The White House, the Senate and the House of 

Representatives 

Activity 1: Go to ‘The White House’ website (Google: ‘White House’) 

Click on Administration 

a) Who is the vice president? Write down two facts about the vice president. 

b) What is the first name of Donald Trump’s wife? Write down two facts about 

the First Lady. 

c) Name two members of Trump’s Cabinet (people who help him run the country) 

and say which government department they head. (If stuck Google ‘US Cabinet’) 

d) Click on ‘search’. What is i) Air Force One and ii) Camp David? 

Activity 2: Go to the US Senate (Google: ‘US Senate’) 

a) Name the two senators from Florida. 

b) Name two committees of the US Senate. 

c) How many women are US senators today? Name two. 

d) Do women have equal representation in the US Senate? Explain your answer. 

Activity 3: Go to the ‘House of Representatives’ (Google: ‘House of 

Representatives’) 

a) For how long are congressmen and women elected? 

b) Click on California on the map. How many congressmen and women are there 

from California? 

c) Who is the Speaker of the House and which political party do they represent?  

Extension 1: US Supreme Court (Google: US Supreme Court) 

1. How many Supreme Court judges are there in the US? 

2. Name two US Supreme Court judges. 
 

Extension 2: US Governors (Google: US Governors) 

1. Name two states with women governors.  

2. Are there an equal number of women governors to men governors? Explain 

your answer. 
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Lesson 10 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Explain the way in which the US president is chosen. 

The US Presidential Election 2016  

US Elections - How do they work? - YouTube 

July 2016: The presidential race is now clearer 

with Donald Trump leading the race for the Republicans and Hillary Clinton ahead 

for the Democrats. While it is still several months to the presidential election in 

November 2016, it is now Donald versus Hillary.  

Republicans - Donald Trump is the man to beat for the Republicans. Often 

controversial, Trump leads the race to secure the July nomination. Likely to be 

the Republican candidate to go forward to the national election in November. 

Democrats - Things are much simpler on the Democratic side, where Hillary 

Clinton (wife of former President Bill Clinton and possibly first female president) 

appears a certainty for the Democrat nomination.  

Heading: The US Presidential Election 2016 

1. Using the information in the video, explain the way the US President is chosen. 

2. Who was  a) the Republican candidate b) the Democrat candidate? 

3. “Hillary Clinton would have been a unique 45th US President. Cally Taylor 
 

What information is there to support the view of Cally? Make two points. 

4. Study the information below then answer the question which follows. 

Policies of Donald Trump for USA 

• Tougher border security; less 

immigration / build a wall 

• Lower taxes on rich people; end 

‘Obamacare’ 

• American jobs for American 

people to reduce poverty 

• Less gun control/tougher rules 

to obtain an abortion 

Policies of Hillary Clinton for USA 

• Tight border control; amnesty 

for illegal immigrants 

• More government support for 

the poorest e.g. ‘Obamacare’ 

• Investment in jobs and help to 

poorest areas 

• More gun control; continue 

women’s right to an abortion  

In which policy areas did: 

i) Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton agree? Make two points. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRu_JcarCDY
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/hillary-clinton/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwji-5jnxOrLAhVJvBoKHRMxDoUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.biography.com/people/hillary-clinton-9251306&psig=AFQjCNE2FVbxjRfI3IdbRcHbB7-BwAX3Lw&ust=1459500393532060
http://editions.lib.umn.edu/electionacademy/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2016/02/Vote.2016.jpg
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ii) In which policy areas did Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton disagree? Make two 

points. 

5. Which candidate would you vote for if you were able to vote in the 2016 US 

presidential election? Give a reason for your choice. 

Result of the 2016 US Presidential Election (Source: Wikipedia, Nov. 2016) 

 

6. Read the statement below then answer the question which follows. 

“Donald Trump won the election as he had the most electoral college votes. 

More people voted for Donald Trump than Hillary Clinton.” Iona Smith 

To what extent is Iona Smith accurate in what she has said? (Clue: She is half 

right and half wrong.). 

Extension – Draw a campaign poster in your jotter in support of one of the US 

presidential candidates. 
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Lessons 11 and 12 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to):  

• Better structure a report. 

A report into either Greater Gun Control in the US or The Death 

Penalty in the US 

Structure 

Page 1 
 

Title Page 

 

Name 

 

Title 

 

Drawing 

Page 2 
 

Arguments for: 

Arguments for 

greater gun control 

in the US or  

Arguments for the 

death penalty 

Page 3 
 

Arguments against: 
 

Arguments against 

greater gun control 

in the US or  

Arguments against 

the death penalty 

Page 4 
 

Conclusion: 

 

Your decision 

based on the 

evidence you 

have written up. 

  

 Fact file: Gun Control (Red: for, Blue against) 

• Thousands of Americans are killed and injured every 

year from guns. 

• The Constitution gives Americans the right to carry 

guns. 

• Criminals have guns therefore ordinary people needs guns. 

• In the UK there are strict gun laws so few people get killed with guns. 

• Almost anyone in the USA can own a gun; guns are easy to obtain. 

• Most Americans are in favour of gun ownership. 

 Fact file: Death Penalty (Red: for, Blue against) 

• The US is one of the few developed countries to use the death penalty. 

• The death penalty is an appropriate punishment for murder. 

• The death penalty deters (puts off) people from committing serious crime. 

• Innocent people could be put to death. 

• The death penalty is morally wrong and goes against the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. 

• Those put to death don’t get let out to commit other serious crimes. 

Additional resources:  

• Gun Control: Collect a copy of “World Powers and Int. Issues”, pages 25-27. 

• Death Penalty: Collect a copy of “The USA”, read pages 27 and 28. 
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Lessons 13 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to):   

• Give reasons why some Americans have become wealthy.  

• To describe the lifestyles of the richest people in the US. 

 

Wealth in the USA  

The American dream is the idea that if people get a good education and work hard 

they can become successful in life. For some Americans the dream has become a 

reality.  

Bill Gates  

Bill Gates is one of the world’s wealthiest individuals. He was born 

in Seattle in 1955 and became interested in computing at age 13 

before going to Harvard University. In 1975, he left Harvard to 

found Microsoft with his long-time friend Paul Allen. Very quickly, 

the company grew to become the makers of the world’s leading 

computer operating system - Windows. In 2016, his personal 

fortune was estimated at over $80bn. 

Oprah Winfrey 

Oprah Winfrey is one of the highest paid TV producers and chat 

show hosts in the world. In 2016, her personal fortune was 

estimated at around $3bn. Born in Mississippi in 1954 to a poor 

family she was raised by her mother in Milwaukee. When still at 

school she became involved in local radio in Tennessee where she 

had moved to live. Very soon, her radio success landed her a full-

time job as she switched from radio to TV. Within a few years, she had launched 

her own TV company and her show came to dominate the US chat show schedules. 

The Walton Family  

The Walton’s are an American family who are among the 

richest families in the world. The majority of their wealth 

comes from founding the retail chain Walmart. Today, Jim, 

Rob and Alice Walton are each worth more than $35bn 

each. In the UK, Asda is part of the Walmart group. 

Mark Zuckerberg (Pictured top of page) 

Founded social media website Facebook when at Harvard University. Estimated 

worth around $50 billion. Aged just 32 and fifth richest person in world in 2016.  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi89YOQl4rRAhUDuhQKHWhRA7UQjRwIBw&url=https://news.microsoft.com/exec/bill-gates/&psig=AFQjCNE0079QyNn8vivCpc4J0r_xyORg5A&ust=1482577876330515
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF4eWCmorRAhVDtRoKHZDOAdMQjRwIBw&url=http://thesource.com/tag/oprahwinfrey/&psig=AFQjCNESw6Tcxkm8f6PoBIw0HunsbXb-Mg&ust=1482578641527101
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4x8_ToorRAhWKXRQKHe2uDrwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.arkansasbusiness.com/article/108987/walton-family-members-give-away-407m-in-shares&psig=AFQjCNFsStgO_FHxYReOCgoty3mMJ4t60g&ust=1482580957207383
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGsKaSgLXRAhXJQBQKHVdCCRcQjRwIBw&url=http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-edit-page/free-basics-protects-net-neutrality/&psig=AFQjCNF68bsFrZ0Fw0TMCW1er1l_B-P23g&ust=1484048928004861
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The lifestyles of America’s rich 

The United States is home to far more very rich people than anywhere else in the 

world. The graph below shows that in 2013 the US had more than 45,000 people 

with $50m or more. It also shows that there were over 500 billionaires. 

 

Being rich or very rich in the US allows a very small number of people to 

experience the highest standard of living. A huge personal fortune can allow 

individuals to own fantastic homes, have the choice of almost any personal goods 

from cars to jewellery or from art works to yachts. It also allows for the best 

healthcare and education that money can buy. 

Ask you teacher to let you see the first few minutes of the video The Fabulous 

Life Of Filthy Rich Billionaires  

The Giving Pledge 

In 2010, Bill and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffet got together and made a 

commitment to give away at least half their personal wealth to philanthropic (or 

good human) causes. This became known as the “Giving Pledge”. Since 2010, all 

three have campaigned to encourage other billionaires to do the same either in 

their lifetime or within their wills. By 2016, more than 130 couples in 14 different 

countries have agreed to follow their example. See Wikipedia link. 

Heading: Wealth in the USA 

1. Copy and complete the table on the next page into your jotter. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GO723bDNikc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GO723bDNikc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Giving_Pledge
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwingpzn9rTRAhXFuBQKHZaPABYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/17/super-rich-americans-chart_n_4115576.html&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHCJL0UuIPZDadxCP8ianbsEhpQiw&ust=1484046648884418
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Name  Estimated wealth Reason why 

became wealthy 

One interesting fact 

about wealthy individual  

    

    

    

    
 

Can you think of any other wealthy Americans? Who are they and how have they 

achieved their wealth? (Clue: sport, TV/film industry, business and politics.)   

2. Study the table on page 24. What evidence is there that the USA is a country 

with many rich people? Make two points. 

3. Describe the lifestyles of the wealthiest people in the US. Make at least four 

points in your answer. Thinks to think about: homes, personal possessions, travel, 

education and healthcare. 

4. What is the “Giving Pledge”? 

5. Name four people who have signed up to the Giving Pledge. 

6. If you were a billionaire in the US, would you sign up for the Giving Pledge? 

Give a reason for your answer. 

Extension – Video 

Ask your teacher to let you see the video “LA Mix” programme 2 (Megan). 

Although dated, very useful to show contrast in lifestyles of rich and poor 

American teenagers living in Los Angeles (LA). Megan is a wealthy white American 

teenager. You may then wish to contrast with Miguel (programme 3) who is a poor 

Hispanic (Latino) American. 

Name Lifestyle Home Education View on American dream 

Megan 

 

    

Miguel 

 

    

 

Further learning: Collect a copy of “World Powers and Int. Issues”. Read page 10. 

Now ask your teacher to show you James Brown Living in America. 

With a background of clips from Rocky IV, what image is the video giving of the 

USA?  

  

file:///G:/S1-3/S3%20USA/BA%20USA%20Booklet%20Nov.%202016.docx
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Lessons 14 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to):   

• To describe the extent of poverty in the US. 

• To explain what is meant by poverty in the US.  

 

Poverty in the USA 

 

The USA is one of the richest countries on the planet and as a result, most 

Americans enjoy a high standard of living. The majority of Americans are well off. 

However, not everyone in the USA has a high 

standard of living as many Americans are poor. 

In 2017, around 45m or 14.5% of the US 

population were living in poverty. The USA is a 

very unequal society.  

 

Your teacher will let you see the following video 

clips “Poverty in the USA” (to 3:14). Also 

“Poverty in Pictures”. 

 

The reasons why millions of Americans live in poverty are much the same as in the 

UK – they live on a low income. People in poverty are more likely to be unemployed, 

have a poor education, work for the minimum wage or be old, sick or disabled. 

Young people are also more likely to be in poor with one on five children in the 

USA growing up in poverty.  

 

Heading: Poverty in the USA 

 

1.  “Many Americans live in poverty.” Navada Haggart 

 

What information is there to support the view of Navada? Provide two pieces of 

information in your answer. 

 

2. Describe what life is like for some of the 45m Americans living in poverty. 

Make three points in your answer. The pictures below may help you. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3iRRsoqoMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9uX3VGb1L0
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj9r_Wj-4TRAhVJ0RQKHUvFC_MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.theplaidzebra.com/income-inequality-has-created-a-vicious-cycle-of-poverty-homelessness-and-hunger-in-america/&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZWM&psig=AFQjCNG8fYRyuKa6G029WOJqMpu1GLsXWA&ust=1482398588599694
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4hZz6_YTRAhXJvBQKHRYtBu4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.finalcall.com/artman/publish/National_News_2/article_9640.shtml&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZWM&psig=AFQjCNF-pVmyNL6OKFErCvOEP5FTbTKMSA&ust=1482399146319627
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6p5TjhYXRAhUBWxQKHQ__DPYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.activistpost.com/2015/08/demand-at-u-s-food-banks-continues-to-rise.html&psig=AFQjCNGmna9UxuA5RRpCAfzJZoM4s5rfEQ&ust=1482401420149976
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwilzp3_hYXRAhVCRhQKHTYaBe8QjRwIBw&url=http://healthdisparities.virginia.edu/page/3/&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZWM&psig=AFQjCNEV3pp_6eC0cx-LQoTSj6Aw8yU-cA&ust=1482401470695262
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi46Na1h4XRAhWGXBQKHc0dDPQQjRwIBw&url=http://inequality.org/childhood-poverty-global-embarrassment/&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZWM&psig=AFQjCNHo_3LqMwUNXkbQcGms2VU7eukowQ&ust=1482401850936935
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3. a) What is the main reason why many Americans live in poverty? 

b) Which groups of people are more likely to be in poverty. Give three examples. 
 

4. Study the graph below then answer the question which follows 

 

“There is more poverty in the USA than in many other countries.” Megan Cownie 

What information is there to support the view of Megan? Provide statistical 

evidence to back up your answer. 

5. In the USA, like the UK, there is a minimum wage for all adult employees. Study 

the graph below then answer the question which follows. 

Minimum wage rate per hour in selected developed countries (2014, OECD) 

 

“The minimum wage is low in the US compared to other countries The minimum 

wage in Australia is double that of the USA.”         Leah Devlin 

What information is there to support and oppose the view of Leah? 

 

 

http://money.cnn.com/infographic/economy/countries-with-higher-wages-than-united-states/
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6. Imagine you a journalist working for an American 

newspaper. You are going to interview Donald Trump about 

poverty in the USA. Make up four questions you could ask Mr 

Trump.  

Extension – The Richest 20% (1/5th) of Americans (highest wealth quintile) 

Study the pie chart below then answer the question which follows. 

 

What conclusion can be drawn about the amount of wealth owned by the richest 

20% (highest wealth quintile) in the USA? 

Further Learning – Wealth inequality in the USA 

Watch the following video clip then answer the question which follows: “Wealth 

inequality in the USA”. 

 

What conclusion can be drawn about what people think are the differences in 

wealth in the USA and what the reality is in differences in wealth in the USA? 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPKKQnijnsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPKKQnijnsM
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjswv27jIXRAhXBOxQKHamMDPkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.salon.com/2016/09/29/report-donald-trump-broke-cuba-embargo-knowingly-conducted-illegal-business-in-communist-country/&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZWM&psig=AFQjCNHwp5fPaAPbgrix4rOKafDyrQhfgQ&ust=1482403211640412
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 Lessons 15-17 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to):  

• Explain the US system of healthcare. 

• Describe the consequences of the US system of healthcare. 

 

Healthcare in the UK and the USA 

The National Health Service (NHS) is the main way people receive 

healthcare in the UK. NHS care is free for most people most of 

the time at the point of delivery i.e. when they need it. Funding for the NHS 

comes from taxes. Only around 1 in 10 people in this country have private medical 

insurance.  

In the US, the majority of people have private medical insurance. This means that 

they pay into an insurance policy and if they become ill and need healthcare their 

private medical insurance pays the bill.  

Medicaid and Medicare 

Not everyone in the US is able to afford private medical care. Therefore, the US 

government provides a range of healthcare services to help those on a lower 

income. This is known as Medicaid. People who are older or which have long-term 

illness can get make use of another medical care program called Medicare. Until 

recently, there were also millions of Americans not eligible for Medicaid. These 

people were also too poor to afford private medical insurance and were uninsured.   

The UK or the USA – Which healthcare system is better?  

In the UK, there are often reports in the media that the NHS is short of money, 

short of staff or that people have to wait too long for their treatment. However, 

the NHS is comprehensive (treats all types of illness), universal (everyone can 

use it) and, in the main, provides a high quality services for a reasonable cost to 

the taxpayer. 

The US healthcare system also has good and bad points. If people can afford 

private medical insurance, they usually get very high quality treatment without 

having to wait. However, people in the US only get what they can pay for. For 

example, not all types of illnesses are covered by private medical insurance 

(private medical insurance is not always universal). Also, for those having to 

depend on Medicaid, the quality of healthcare is often less good. Finally, the 

overall cost of the US healthcare system is far more expensive than the UK. In 

the UK, about 8.5% of the country wealth goes towards healthcare. In the US 

this figure is about 17% but evidence shows that overall standard of health is 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWxfK2y9DRAhXFvBQKHfpnCbYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.hilltopcentre.org.uk/nhs-england/&psig=AFQjCNGXC_VhyvdKPbpNdHzgtycD-GZx1A&ust=1484997097609798
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGjODOy9DRAhWBwxQKHQaOA5EQjRwIBw&url=http://dhss.alaska.gov/gcdse/Pages/Medicaid.aspx&psig=AFQjCNHNE5d70zCNNOhMkWghuEb1E0fFrg&ust=1484997149816617
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about the same as in the UK. For example, life expectancy in the US is around 79 

years but in the UK it is around 81 years. 

Summary UK healthcare system (NHS) and US health care system 

UK NHS US Healthcare System 

• Free at the point of need • High quality private care 

• Comprehensive / Universal  • Often doesn’t cover all 

healthcare needs 

• Shortage of money but overall 

reasonable quality 

• Poorer system (Medicare) for 

less well off 

• Often long waiting lists • Few waiting lists if private 

• Reasonable value for money • Expensive 
 

The Affordable Healthcare Act (2010) or ‘ObamaCare’ 

When President Obama was elected in 2008, he promised to improve the US 

system of healthcare. He has several aims. First, he wanted to ensure that more 

people would be able to afford private medical insurance so he proposed 

legislation that lowered the cost of a private medical insurance policy. Next, he 

wanted to make sure that more people could get the treatment they needed. To 

do this private medical insurance companies would be forced by law to offer a 

greater range of healthcare services. Finally, he wanted to improve government 

healthcare services, so he proposed spending more government money on 

Medicare. In 2010, the US government passed the Affordable Healthcare Act or 

as it is widely known, “Obamacare”. 

The Affordable Care Act is a controversial policy in the US. Supporters, including 

many people who are poor or were uninsured, believe ‘Obamacare’ will allow more 

Americans to access better quality healthcare more easily. However, critics claim 

the Affordable Care Act will raise taxes and do little to improve the quality of 

healthcare overall.  

Harvard University Survey on the Affordable Care Act (Dec. 2013) 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJn5qJztDRAhVEExoKHZLfASgQjRwIBw&url=http://legalinsurrection.com/2013/12/harvard-survey-obama-and-obamacare-push-millennials-support-off-cliff/&bvm=bv.144224172,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNE2aWUaw0v3YGaSBsuZYQI7LAH6Ww&ust=1484997761649335
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Ask your teacher to let you see the video US and UK healthcare compared: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpDIklfm3S4 

Healthcare in the USA 

1. Describe the way in which most people get healthcare in the UK. 

2. Describe the way in which most people get their healthcare in the US. 

3. What is Medicaid? 

4. Explain why many Americans are uninsured (have no health insurance)? 

5. Give two advantages and two disadvantages of the UK healthcare system 

(NHS). 

6. Give two advantages and two disadvantages of the US healthcare system. 

7. Which healthcare system – UK or US – do you think is better? Give reasons 

for your answer. 

8. What did the Affordable Care Act aim to do? Make two points. 

9. Study the Harvard University Survey pie charts on page 30.  

“Most Americans approve of the Affordable Care Act and believe that it 

will improve health care in the USA.”     Amy Cunningham 

 

What information is there to oppose the view of Amy? Make two points. 

Extension - Collect a copy of “World Powers and International Issues”. Read 

pages 22 and 23. Complete Q1-Q5 page 23. 

Further Learning – Trump and ‘Obamacare’ 

Trump: Obamacare to be replaced 

Adapted from BBC website 12 January 2017 

President-elect Donald Trump has said he plans to replace the Affordable Care 

Act (ACA) as soon as his health secretary pick is confirmed. In his first news 

conference since July, Mr Trump said he would submit a plan to get rid of the 

2010 law as soon as possible. He claims Obamacare is costly, inefficient and un-

American. But there seems little agreement on what would replace Obamacare. 

Mr Trump, however, insisted his administration would have a plan in place as soon 

as Representative Tom Price, his nominee for Health and Human Services 

Secretary, is confirmed. Mr Trump did not offer any details on his vision to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpDIklfm3S4
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replace the healthcare law, but argued it was falling apart. He added his plan 

would be "far less expensive and far better". 

 

The US Chamber of Commerce, which is the country's largest business lobby 

group, warned it could be a mistake to quickly get rid of Obamacare without 

developing a replacement insurance plan. 

A day earlier, the Health and Human Services Department said more than 11.5 

million Americans had signed up for plans in this open-enrolment period, the 

highest such figure in the bill's history.  

Questions 

1. What is President Trump proposing to do to Obamacare? 

2. Why does President Trump want to replace Obamacare? Make three points.  

3. Study the graph above. What evidence is there to support President Trump 

that US healthcare is expensive? 

4. What criticisms were made by the US Chamber of Commerce and the US 

Health and Human Services Department of President Trump’s plans to replace 

Obamacare? 

5. You decide you wish to find out more about Donald Trump’s plans to replace 

Obamacare.  

(i) Describe two ways you could secure more information about Donald Trump’s 

plans to replace Obamacare. 

(ii) For each of your answers to the above question, give one reason why this is a 

good way of securing more information aboiut Donald Trump’s plans to replace 

Obamacare. 

Lessons 16 and 17: Film “John Q” (two periods).  
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Lesson 18 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to):  

• Describe the US system of education.  

• Explain the reasons why not everyone receives an equally good education in the 

USA. 

 

Education in the USA 

 

One important part of the American dream is the opportunity to secure a good 

education. As in the UK, with a good education there is a better chance of well-

paid employment and thereafter a higher standard of living. See the graph below. 

 

Earnings ($s) and Unemployment Rates (%) by Education Level (2015) 

 

 
 

The chance to obtain a good education is also one of the main reasons why people 

migrate to the USA. However, not everyone in the USA receives the same quality 

of education. Although every child in the US has the opportunity to go to school, 

the quality of the experience they receive is very different. Why? 

 

In Scotland, apart from those who pay for a private education, the amount of 

money per pupil, the quality of the teachers, class sizes, the extent of resources 

and the curriculum are much the same across the country. In the USA, there is 

not a single school system. Instead, the amount of money per pupil, the resources 

available, etc. varies according to the wealth of the people in the school area. This 

means there can be huge differences between public schools (as they are called 

in the US). For example, those public schools that are located in wealthy areas 

are more likely to be modern buildings, have far more resources, attract more 

experienced and better qualified teachers and have a wider curriculum. This is 

because the school authority can raise more money from local taxes and this 
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money is then re-invested in the education of the children of the families who 

pay the tax. However, in poorer area where there is higher unemployment and 

wages are lower, the local authority cannot raise as much as tax and so there is 

less money to spend on schools.  

 

Heading: Education in the USA 

 

1. Explain why a good education is seen as an important part of the American 

dream. 

 

2. Study the table on page 33 then answer the question below. 

 

“There is a big difference in the median usual weekly salary or unemployment rate 

between Americans with the most and least education.”  Iona Smith 

 

What information is there in the graph on page 33 to support the view of Iona? 

Make two points.   

 

3. Explain the main reason why children in the USA do not all receive the same 

quality of education. 

 

Case Study 1 – Scarsdale High School, New York (See link)  

 

Scarsdale High School is located in one of the wealthiest areas of 

NY City. It is one of the top ranked schools in the state of New 

York and in the US. The school, which has excellent exam results, spends around 

$20,000 per pupil compared to the average spend of around $10,700 (2015). Over 

90% of children who attend Scarsdale High School go on to attend college or 

university after completing their schooling. 

 

Although the school building is old, the school has been extensively modernised. 

Scarsdale HS has excellent sports, 

leisure and IT facilities as well as 

first-class learning and teaching 

resources. Scarsdale HS also has 

many experienced and highly qualified 

teachers, as it is able to offer some of 

the highest teaching salaries in the 

country. Scarsdale HS has been help 

up as a model high school by 

educational inspectors. 

https://www.scarsdaleschools.k12.ny.us/Domain/65
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Shslogo.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Scarsdale_High_School.JPG
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Case Study 2 - Fowler High School, Syracuse, New York State 

 

Fowler High School is located in the 

city of Syracuse which lies in the north 

of New York State. The school, which 

has around 1300 pupils, serves one of 

the poorest areas in the city of 

Syracuse and throughout the whole of 

New York State. Typically, most of the 

students at Fowler HS are from 

minority groups – 38% Black, 22% Hispanic and 31% Asian.  

 

Exam results in the school are, on average, lower than the rest of the school in 

the State or across the US. For example, in English only around half (50%) of 

children in Fowler HS achieve the expected level of performance in Year 12. This 

compares with 69% across the city and 83% across the State of NY. Why? 

 

As there is high unemployment and few well 

paid jobs in Syracuse, the school is unable to 

raise enough money through local taxes to 

provide a quality educational experience. For 

example, there are too few books, teachers or 

equipment. Also, the students at Fowler HS 

often have many complicated needs and many 

come from families where education is not always valued.   

 

4. Copy and compete the following table in your jotter. 

 

High School Scarsdale HS Fowler HS 

Cost (high / low)   

Experience of teachers 

(great/limited) 

  

Resources (few/extensive)   

Education results (poor/good)   

Area surrounding school 

(wealthy/poor) 

  

 

5. Which country, Scotland or the USA, do you think has the better educational 

system? Give two reasons for your answer. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjM5sCOm7HSAhVIUhQKHdUjBkoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.syracusecityschools.com/districtNews.cfm?building%3D6&psig=AFQjCNGaOli9y4W6vZ-k0kx1oOHrsj9Iag&ust=1488316993643847
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-ys6m0MLSAhWCUBQKHey9BLcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.keyword-suggestions.com/c3lyYWN1c2Ugc2Nob29sIGRpc3RyaWN0/&psig=AFQjCNGmkobJw-lu8HOfozCXrl3q104TaA&ust=1488915395818148
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6. As part of your studies on the USA, you 

have been asked to find out more about the 

US education system. You decide to set up a 

video conference with pupils from both 

Scarsdale HS and Fowler HS. Now answer 

questions (i) and (ii) below:  

 

(i) Before you could hold a video conference 

you would need to plan out how to organise a 

video conference. Look at the information 

below then put in the correct order: 

  

• Book a room with video conferencing facilities available 

• Ask your teacher/head teacher for permission to hold a video conference 

• Say thank you to everyone involved 

• Email the head teachers of Scarsdale HS and Fowler HS to ask them to be 

involved in a video conference 

• Make up questions to ask the pupils at Scarsdale HS and Fowler HS 

  

(ii) Explain two reason why a video conference is a good way of finding out 

information.  

 

Extension: Study the table below then answer the question which follows. 

 

Educational Attainment by Race (2013) 

 

 
 

1. What conclusion can be drawn about the difference in educational attainment 

between White and Black Americans? 

 

2. Can you think of one reason to explain the difference in educational attainment 

between White and Black Americans? (Clue: School and amount of resources.) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjumrGq18LSAhWL2RoKHXcACCEQjRwIBw&url=http://upbeat.edublogs.org/tag/video-conferencing/&bvm=bv.148747831,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHvbmBe1Bx6EjHbaUT1wh_YxfyCQA&ust=1488917276259330
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Lesson 19 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Describe three different types of housing/neighbourhoods in the USA. 

• Explain the reasons why there are differences in the quality of housing in the 

USA.  
 

Housing in the USA 

Not everyone in the USA lives in housing of equally good quality. For the most 

part, the majority of Americans live in decent housing in good neighbourhoods. 

However, millions of Americans live in poorer quality housing which is damp, 

overcrowded or in a run-down neighbourhood. 

Co-operative Learning Activity 

1. Organise yourselves into groups of three. Your teacher will give you each an 

information sheet on one type of housing in the USA from the list below. On 

behalf of your group, you should use the information on your case study to 

contribute to your group’s presentation on 

“Different Types of Housing in the USA”. 

Case Study 1 – Middle-class housing 

Case Study 2 – High-class housing 

Case Study 3 – Ghetto or poor quality housing 

In your presentation, you should each include a description of the type of housing 

and the neighbourhood someone may live in. 

2. Each group should then discuss the different types of housing before writing 

down two reasons why an American may live in each type of housing.  

Extension – Your teacher may choose to show the class each of the following 

video clips: 

Clip 1 – Middle class housing area video clip (bit boring but you’ll get the point) 

Clip 2 – Ghetto or poor housing area video clip (bit scary but you don’t have to 

live there!) 

Further learning – Researching housing in the USA 

Your teacher has asked you to find out more about the lives of American people 

living in ghetto housing. Describe two ways in which you could find out more about 

the lives of people living in ghetto housing. For each way chosen, explain why this 

would be a good way of finding out about the lives of US people in ghetto housing.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxXgS9wYGcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nGYkEBDjX8
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnmLWC6-XSAhWEJMAKHdH7At4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.urbanrealm.com/news/4984/University_of_Dundee_launch_suburban_housing_design_study.html&psig=AFQjCNE_sO8uwkwVjZ_HTKb1bo-gGc0bGw&ust=1490125177098213
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Lesson 20 - Learning Intentions (Pupils should be able to): 

• Compare crime levels in the US with other countries 

• Explain the ways in which the US criminal justice system does not treat 

everyone equally. 
 

Crime in the USA 
 

On any international comparison, the USA is a safe country in which to live. You’ll 

be safe when the school takes you to visit New York! In fact, in recent years 

overall crime rates and violent crime rates (see graph below) have fallen. 

However, there are parts of the USA where violent crime is a serious problem. 

For example, in the poorest areas of cities such as Chicago, St Louis and Los 

Angeles, gangs, drugs and guns are part of life leading to very high levels of 

violent crime. Youtube clip 

 

 
 

The US murder rate 
 

When compared to similar developed countries such as Canada, the UK or 

Germany, the USA has a much high murder or homicide rate.  See graph below. 

 

Heading: Crime in the USA 

1. Which places in the USA are most likely to have high crime levels? Give three 

examples.  

2. Explain the reasons why some parts of the USA have high crime rates? 

3. Using only the information in the bar graph at the bottom of the page, what 

conclusion can be drawn about the homicide/murder rate in the USA compared to 

other countries? Provide statistics to back up your answer. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJLGKIcegkU%20%20
http://www.factcheck.org/2016/07/dueling-claims-on-crime-trend/
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The US Criminal Justice System 

Criminal justice means all those parts of society that deals with crime and the 

law. For example, criminal justice would include the police, the courts, 

prison/alternatives to prison (e.g. tagging or community work) and those services 

that which are provided to prevent offending/re-offending. 

In the United States   
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Extension - Comparing gun ownership in the US with the UK 

 

Explaining the homicide rate in the USA 

In 2014, in the USA, around a third of households owned a firearm, usually a hand 

gun. Compared to the UK, there are many more guns per 100 people in the USA 

than in the UK. In the UK, ownership of a firearm or hand gun is very strictly 

controlled. However, in the USA, many people believe in gun ownership and an 

American’s right to own a gun is written down in the US Constitution.  

The Gun Lobby 

here are many groups such as the National Rifle Association (NSA) which 

campaign very strongly against any form of gun control.  


