
Free at Last revision 
Describe question (4) 
1. Describe the problems faced by immigrants in American cities in the 1920s. 
2. Describe the steps taken by America to restrict immigration in the early 1920s. 
3. Describe the problems facing Black Americans who moved north in the 1920s and 1930s. 
4. Describe the activities of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s and 1930s. 
5. Describe the effects of Jim Crow laws on Black Americans. 
6. Describe the events of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
7. Describe the events surrounding the protests in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963. 
8. Describe the methods used by non violent protesters in the 1950s and 60s. 
9. Describe the ways that the Civil Rights Movement improved the lives of Black Americans. 
10. Describe the reaction of white people to the civil rights movement. 
11. Describe the problems faced by black people in northern cities in the 1960s 
12. Describe the reaction of the government to the civil rights movement. 
13. Describe the activities of the Black Panther Party in the late 1960s. 
14. Describe the reaction of the US government to the civil rights campaign. 

 

Explain questions (6) 
1. Explain the reasons why the attitudes of Americans to immigration changed after 1918. 
2. Explain the reasons why the Ku Klux Klan was feared in the South in the 1920s and 1930s. 
3. Explain the reasons why black people faced inequality in the southern states in the 1920s and 30s. 
4. Explain the reasons why there was a growing demand for civil rights after 1945. 
5. Explain the reasons why the Montgomery Bus Boycott was important for the civil rights movement. 
6. Explain the reasons why the March on Washington was an important event for the Civil Rights 
Movement. 
7. Explain the reasons why non violent protest was important to the civil rights campaign. 
8. Explain the reasons why it took the civil rights movement so long to achieve its aims. 
9. Explain the reasons why MLK was important to the civil rights movement. 
10. Explain the reasons why many Americans felt that progress had been made towards achieving civil 
rights by 1968. 
11. Explain the reasons why there was a split in the civil rights movement in the 1960s. 
12. Explain the reasons why there were riots in northern cities in the 1960s. 
13. Explain the reasons why the Kerner commission was important to the civil rights movement. 
14. Explain the reasons why the Black Power movement was opposed to non-violent protest. 
15. Explain the reasons why the Black Power movement lost public and government support. 

 

To what extent questions (9) 
1. To what extent did Ku Klux Klan violence force Black Americans to move North in the 1920s and 
1930s? 
2. To what extent did the impact of Jim Crow laws force Black Americans to move North in the 1920s 
and 1930s? 
3. To what extent did competition for housing and jobs explain why many White Americans changed 
their attitude towards immigrants after WWI? 
4. To what extent did the civil rights movement begin in the 1950s because of the experience of Black 
soldiers in WWII? 
5. To what extent was the success of the peaceful civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s due to 
the leadership of Martin Luther King? 
6. To what extent was the growing support for the Black Power movement in the late 1960s due to 
frustration with the peaceful civil rights movement? 



Evaluate the usefulness questions (5 marks) 
Source A shows members of the Ku Klux Klan marching in Washington DC in 1926. 
Source A 
 

 
 
1. Evaluate the usefulness of Source A as evidence of the activities of the Ku Klux Klan between the 
First and Second World Wars.  
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say 
or what has been missed out.) 
 
 
Source B is from a speech made in 1954 by the Grand Dragon of the Federated Klans of Alabama. 
Source B 

 
2. Evaluate the usefulness of Source B as evidence of the attitudes towards Black Americans in the 

southern states at the time of the Civil Rights movement.  

 

Source A is from a statement by President Kennedy in May 1963. 
Source A 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Evaluate the usefulness of Source C as evidence of the effects of the Civil Rights protest in 
Birmingham.  

The Klan don’t hate nobody! In fact, the Klan is the black man’s best friend. He should behave 
himself and not allow himself to be fooled by the lies of Northerners. Then he will reap the 
rewards of hard work, instead of the disappointments of chasing unrealistic dreams! 

I think that the situation in Birmingham will be peacefully settled in the next 24 hours. Quite 
obviously the situation was damaging the reputation of Birmingham and the United States. 
It seems to me that the best way to prevent that kind of serious damage is to take steps to 
provide equal treatment for all of our citizens. That is the best remedy in this case and other 
cases. 



Source D is from a speech by Stokely Carmichael in Greenwood on 17 June 1966. 
Source D 

 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Evaluate the usefulness of Source D as evidence of the beliefs of the Black power movement. 
 
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say 
or what has been missed out.) 
 
 
 

Comparison questions (4 marks) 
 
Source Comparison questions 
Source A is by a Senator from Alabama in 1921. He is explaining why he wanted immigration controls. 
Source A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Compare the views of Sources A and B about immigrants in the 1920s.  
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the twenty-seventh time I have been arrested – and I ain’t going to jail no more. The 
only way we gonna stop them white men from whuppin’ us is to take over. We been saying 
freedom for six years and we ain’t got nothin’. What we gonna start saying now is Black 
Power. 

As soon as the immigrants step off the decks of their ships the problem has begun – 
Bolshevism, red anarchy, crooks and kidnappers. Thousands come here who never take the 
oath to support our Constitution and to become citizens of the United States. They do not 
respect what our flag represents. They pay allegiance to some other country and flag while they 
live upon the benefits of our own. They are of no service whatever to our people. They 
constitute a menace and a danger to us every day. 

It may be asked why, then, did the town take so enthusiastically to the Klan? Many old stock 
Americans believed they were in danger of being overrun. The ‘foreigners were ruining our 
country’; and so anything ‘foreign’ was ‘un-American’ and a menace. Cars were draped with 
the American flag and some carried homemade signs with Klan slogans such as ‘America for 
the Americans’. 



 
 
Sources C and D are about the experience of immigrants in the USA in the 1920s. 
Source C 

Source D 

2. Compare the views of Sources C and D about the experience of immigrants in the USA during the 
1920s.  
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail) 
 
 
Sources E and F describe the results of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
Source E 

Source F 

3. Compare the views of Sources E and F about the results of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
 
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Italians did not want to buy land as few planned to stay in America for long. They headed for the 
great cities where other jobs were available. Italian Americans succeeded in jobs requiring little 
formal education such as small business ownership. However, like other immigrants, they found 
other ways to get rich. Politics, sports and crime, were ladders for upward mobility. Italian 
Americans achieved notable success in classical and popular music. 

My family lived in the city of Chicago. My father came there from Montfalcone, in Italy and 
always hoped to return there. When I was 14 years old I started dodging school and turned to 
stealing. At first I stole from clothes lines, later I stole bicycles, as did others in the 
neighbourhood. We sold the bicycles and made about $75 a week. Then we joined an older 
gang because although they were only around 20 years old they were in the big money and 
drove around in fancy automobiles. 

Throughout the boycott a young black preacher inspired the black population of Montgomery. His 
name was Martin Luther King and this was to be his first step to becoming the leading figure in the 
Civil Rights Movement. The boycott lasted over a year until eventually the courts that segregation 
on Montgomery’s buses was illegal. On its own the bus boycott only had limited success. 
Montgomery remained a segregated town. There were still white-only theatres, pool rooms and 
restaurants. 

The bus company’s services were boycotted by 99% of Montgomery’s African Americans for over a 
year. As a result of the protest, the US Supreme Court announced that Alabama’s bus segregation 
laws were illegal. However, most other facilities and services in Montgomery remained segregated 
for many years to come. As a result of the boycott, Martin Luther King became involved in the Civil 
Rights Movement. He went on to become an African American leader who was famous throughout 
the world. 



 
Source G and H describe the sit-ins. 
Source G 

Source H 

 
4.  Compare the views of Sources G and H about the sit-ins.  
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail) 
 

How Fully questions (6 marks) 
 
Source A is about the events in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1963. 
Source A 

1. How fully does Source A explain why the protest in Birmingham was an important event in the civil 
rights movement? (Use Source A and recall) 
 
Source B is about the March on Washington in 1963. 
Source B 

2. How fully does Source B explain why the March on Washington was important for the Civil Rights 
Movement? (Use Source B and recall) 
 
 
 
 

Some Civil Rights workers believed that the sit-ins showed students that they could take action 
themselves. Young black people realised that they could make a difference to Civil Rights by winning 
the support of both black and white Americans. However, sit-ins only achieved limited success in 
some of the towns and cities where the protests were used. Much more needed to be done to 
improve Civil Rights. 

The very act of protesting meant that the students believed they could make a difference. When 
they ‘satin’ these young people practiced non-violence, they dressed in their best clothes and they 
studied books. This helped to encourage black community support and on the respect and even 
admiration of some white Americans. However, the sit-ins only enjoyed success in a few Southern 
states. In the Deep South, white Americans refused to desegregate and the protestors faced 
resistance from the white authorities. 

In January 1963, Martin Luther King announced that the SCLC was going to Birmingham, Alabama, 
the most racist city in America. King knew that civil rights protesters would be risking their lives 
when they arrived in Birmingham. Racists had the support of the Birmingham police department. 
King knew that if they could lead a successful demonstration in Birmingham they might spark off big 
changes across the South. On May 2 the march began and the police were waiting for them. Over 
900 children were jailed that day. 

More than thirty freedom trains and 2000 freedom buses were hired to take marchers to the 
capital city.  Marchers assembled in front of the Lincoln Memorial in the capital city of the USA. 
Many of the marchers were African Americans, but about 20 percent of the crowd was made up of 
White marchers who were demonstrating their support for the civil rights movement. The 
demonstration was peaceful and orderly. 



 
Source C is about the Civil rights march in Selma, Alabama in 1965. 
Source C 

3. How fully does Source C explain why Martin Luther King planned a civil rights protest in Selma, 
Alabama in 1965? (Use Source C and recall) 
 
Source D is about the split in the Civil Rights Movement in the mid 1960s. 
Source D 

4. How fully does Source D explain why there was a split in the Civil Rights Movement in the mid 
1960s? (Use Source D and recall) 
 
In Source E Stokely Carmichael explains his opposition to non-violent protest. 
Source E 

 
5. How fully does Source E explain why Stokely Carmichael opposed non-violent protest? (Use Source 
E and recall) 
 
 
Source G explains why the Black Panthers gained support. 
Source G 

6. How fully does Source G explain why many Black Americans began to support the Black Panthers? 
(Use Source G and recall) 

Late in 1964 President Johnson told King that there was little immediate hope that Congress 
would pass any more civil rights legislation. King decided that Johnson, like Kennedy before him, 
needed a ‘push’. King decided to mount a new protest in Selma, Alabama. The local police chief, 
Sheriff Clark, was a crude violent racist. Like Bull Connor he would make a wonderfully obvious 
enemy. King decided to lead a march from Selma to the state capital Montgomery to protest to 
Governor George Wallace about police brutality and racism. 

By the mid 1960s some Civil Rights campaigners were wondering if the cost in injuries and human 
life was worth the gains achieved through non-violent protest. They had also become frustrated 
with the slow pace of change. A split emerged in the Civil Rights Movement. New leaders like 
Malcolm X offered hope of a better future in northern ghettos. This message reached great cities 
such as Chicago and Los Angeles. In places like these there was a growing resentment at the way 
white police officers bullied the young black citizens living in their precinct. 

It is clear that the non-violent movement has failed young black people living in the urban 
ghettos. Each time these people saw little black girls bombed to death in a church and civil rights 
workers ambushed and murdered, they became angry and when nothing happened, they were 
steaming mad. Non-violent protest had nothing to offer except to go out and be beaten again. It 
said that the black minority would get power by bowing its head and getting whipped. To all of 
us now the very idea of non-violent protest seems absurd. 

The leaders of the Black Panthers argued that black Americans were victims of white aggression 
and it was now time to defend black Americans. When Huey Newton said things like ‘The police 
have never been our protectors’, the big newspapers gave the Panthers a negative image. 
Journalists did not publicise the self help programmes organised by the Black Panthers, who also 
had a ten-point programme. This included demands for freedom and the release of all black 
people held in prisons. 


