
Read the extract carefully and then attempt all the questions below the extract, 
using your own words as far as possible. 
 
Read the poem below and then attempt the following questions. 
 
Originally by Carol Ann Duffy 
 
We came from our own country in a red room 
which fell through the fields, our mother singing 
our father's name to the turn of the wheels. 
My brothers cried, one of them bawling Home, 
Home, as the miles rushed back to the city, 
the street, the house, the vacant rooms 
where we didn't live any more. I stared 
at the eyes of a blind toy, holding its paw. 
 
All childhood is an emigration. Some are slow, 
leaving you standing, resigned, up an avenue 
where no one you know stays. Others are sudden. 
Your accent wrong. Corners, which seem familiar, 
leading to unimagined, pebble-dashed estates, big boys 
eating worms and shouting words you don't understand. 
My parents' anxiety stirred like a loose tooth 
in my head. I want our own country, I said. 
 
But then you forget, or don't recall, or change, 
and, seeing your brother swallow a slug, feel only 
a skelf of shame. I remember my tongue 
shedding its skin like a snake, my voice 
in the classroom sounding just like the rest. Do I only think 
I lost a river, culture, speech, sense of first space 
and the right place? Now, Where do you come from? 
strangers ask. Originally? And I hesitate. 
 
Questions 
 
1.   (a)  The poet seems to be moving to a different part of the country. What do you 

 think is the mood in the first three lines of the poem? Justify your answer. (2) 
      (b)  Explain in detail how a contrast is created between the poet and her brothers 

in the rest of verse one (lines 4-8). (3) 
 

2.   (a) “All childhood is an emigration.” What do you think this line means? (2) 
 
      (b) “Some are slow,” (line 9) 
           “Others are sudden” (line 11). 
 

Show how the poet highlights features of each emigration in lines 9-14. You 
should refer two of the following in your answer: word choice, sentence 
structure, sound. (4) 
 

3. Explain how the language used in the first five lines of stanza 3 helps you to 
appreciate the change introduced by the word “But”. (2) 
 
4. With close textual reference, show how the ideas and/or language of this poem 
are similar OR different to another poem or poems by Duffy which you have 



read. (7) 
 
[END OF QUESTION PAPER] 


