
Of Mice and Men – Key Aspects 

Relationship – George and Lennie 

P14 – George feels bad for being too hard on Lennie. “I been mean, ain’t I?”  

Q 1 – Why does George feel bad here, and what does it show about how they feel about each other? 

- It shows that he has affection for Lennie, because he feels guilt about hurting his feelings 

- After George shouts at him, Lennie says he’s going to go off and leave George alone, so he gets worried for 

Lennie 

- Despite all George’s anger about Lennie, we can tell that he does still really care about Lennie 

 

P25 – When Lennie and George first meet the boss: “What stake you got in this guy?” 

Q2 – Explain why the boss thinks their relationship is suspicious, and what this scene shows about how George looks 

after Lennie.  

- George doesn’t let Lennie say anything, and the boss thinks George is stealing Lennie’s money, taking 

advantage of him 

- He doesn’t think they’re just pals, so doesn’t understand why people would travel around together 

- The fact they just like each other never crosses his mind – this is not normal 

- In America at this time, everybody is just out for themselves and very selfish 

P39 – Slim asks George about their relationship: It seems like “Everybody in the whole damn world is scared of 

each other”, and that is why you don’t see men travelling together often.  

Q3 – Why does Slim find George and Lennie’s relationship so strange? What does the fact that they do travel 

together show? 

- If you travel around together, you’re less likely to get a job, so it doesn’t make any sense why George and 

Lennie travel around together 

- The fact they do travel around together shows they are friends, and having friends was really unusual at this 

time in America because everyone was trying to look out for themselves 

- And if you’re looking out for yourself, and part of the most dominant group – young, white, male – you come 

to see others as a threat to you – old Candy, black Crooks, female Curley’s Wife 

P71 – George encourages Lennie to defend himself when Lennie and Curley fight: “Get him, Lennie!” 

Q4 – Explain what you think George is feeling when he sees Lennie in this situation.  

 This shows George is scared for Lennie, he doesn’t want him to get hurt because he cares for him 

Q5 – Why is George and Lennie’s relationship so important for emphasising the theme of loneliness? 

Remember: for each of these, always explain how it’s helping you understand the book’s comment on loneliness.  

 

 

 

 

  



Conflict – Key Aspects 

 

Q1 – The title – “Of Mice and Men” 

 In what way does the title show that things are bound to go wrong for Lenny and George? 

Q2 – Lennie and Curley’s First Meeting – “Let the big guy talk” 

Q3 – small dog syndrome 

Q4 – The fight – only the second time Lennie and Curley meet. “Get up, you big bastard”.  

Q5 – the grudge held, and Lennie’s death. “I’ll kill the big son-of-a-bitch myself.” 

Q6 – In what ways is the conflict between Curley and Lennie important for telling us the main theme of the book? 

  



Symbolism – Key Aspects 

Several characters in the novel are used to emphasise the idea of loneliness.  For Q1-3:   

a) find memorable quotations which you think best demonstrate the way in which they are lonely 

b) explain in what way these characters are lonely in their own way:  

 

1. Candy 

a) “You seen what they done to my dog?” 

 

2. Crooks 

a) “Because I’m black”; “ a cripple” 

 

3. Curley’s Wife 

a) “I never get to talk to nobody. I get awful lonely.” 

 

4. In what way can you see what happened to Candy’s dog to have parallels to somewhere else in the novel? 

 

5. Find a translation for “Soledad” online. Why is this an appropriate name to use for the imaginary town? 

 

6. What card game does George play on his own in the game? Why is this appropriate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scene – Key Aspects – the killing of Curley’s Wife 

1. Lennie kills a mouse at the beginning of the story:  

 “pinch their heads” 

 What does this show about Lennie that has significance for the rest of the story? 

 

2. When Lennie first meets Curley’s Wife, he is drawn to her:  

 “Gosh, she was purty.” 

 What are the signs and clues here that CW could lead to problems for Lennie.  

 

3. Later, Lennie kills the puppy:  

 “Why do you got to get killed?” 



 Explain how our understanding of Lennie build here, as it did in the scene with the mouse. How does the 

reader react to this death? Are we more worried when CW arrives next? 

 

4. In the key scene, Lennie kills Curley’s Wife:  

 “I didn’t want ta hurt you.” 

 Explain in what way the reader realises that in this scene, there has been a point of no return passed from 

which the characters can never recover.  


