
1. Introduction:  

- Give name of text/author 

- Give a brief explanation of important theme 

- Link to essay task 

Of Mice and Men was written by John Steinbeck in the Great Depression in America. The book was 

written at a time of incredible loneliness in America, where men travelled alone to protect 

themselves. George and Lennie, the only real friends in the novel, come close to breaking out of 

this and achieving their America Dream. This essay is going to be about the various ways the novel 

explores the idea of loneliness.  

Firstly, relationships in the novel show the theme of loneliness. At the beginning of the novel, we see 

that George genuinely cares for Lennie because he is worried that Lennie will go off in the mountains 

by himself. He wants Lennie to be safe and knows he can’t survive on his own, despite seeming 

annoyed with him most of the time. We also see George is protective over Lennie when Curley starts 

to attack Lennie: “Get him, Lennie!” This shows George really cares for Lennie because he wants 

Lennie to protect himself, and again, be safe. And finally at the end of the novel, we see George 

cares for Lennie because he shoots him. He does this because he doesn’t want other people to hurt 

Lennie. This really emphasises the theme of loneliness because we get to know how important 

Lennie is to George, and so how devastating his death would be for George.  

 

Secondly, Lennie’s character emphasises the theme of loneliness because his lack of awareness of 

how dangerous he is means the friendship is bound to fail. Lennie’s vulnerability as a person is 

shown through the fact that he likes to “touch soft things”. The lady’s dress in Weed, the piece of 

velvet in his pocket when he was younger, and of course Curley’s Wife’s hair. All these show Lennie’s 

childlike side because of how simple it is, it is purely a sensory experience, with no understanding 

involved. He shows a similar childlike lack of understanding when he tries to take the newborn 

puppy out of the nest to stroke it. He doesn’t understand what the consequences might be, or that 

there might be on the  young puppy. All this makes you feel that Lennie is just a child, and doesn’t 

know when he’s doing wrong. However, he is at the same time incredibly strong. He kills several 

things because of this strength: the many mice he keeps in his pockets, and – shockingly – the 

puppy. He also shows incredible strength in the way he works around the farm, but also when he 

crushes Curley’s hand. This combination of childishness and dangerous strength means Lennie 

could create situations where he gets into big trouble without realising, so we worry when he 

arrives to the farm because of the opportunities there for him to get into trouble. We worry that 

Lennie might create a situation which ruins their dreams.  

a) Thirdly, the reader can tell that the conflict in the novel is bound to lead to Lennie’s death, 

and the death of their friendship.  

- The title – it shows something is going to go wrong – how? 

- Lennie and Curley’s first meeting 

- Small dog syndrome 

- The fight 

- Curley’s grudge 

b) Key scene 

c) Symbolism 

d) Setting 


