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National 4 Assignment (AVU)  

 

Your added value unit goes towards part of your final history grade. You will 

need to complete this assignment to get your final award. You can choose from 

one of the questions below. Choose the one that you will find the most 

interesting to research.  

 

The Era of the Great War, 1918-1928  

1. Why did the Great War begin?  

2. What were the main reasons why men joined the army in 1914? 

3. To what extent was gas the most effective weapon used during World War 

One? 

4. What impact did the Great War have on Scotland’s economy?  

 

Hitler and Nazi Germany, 1919-1939  

1. How important were economic problems in causing the downfall of the 

Weimar Republic?  

2. What was the impact of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany? 

 

Changing Britain, 1760-1900  

1. What was the impact of the railways in Britain between 1760-1900? 

2. Why did Britain’s population grow in the nineteenth century? 

3. Why did mining become safer in Britain during the nineteenth century? 

4. How did the Public Health Acts change health and housing in Scotland?    



What do I need to do? 

1. Decide which topic you know more about: Changing Britain, Scotland and the 

Great War, Nazi Germany.  

 

2. Choose a question from the list in this booklet from your teacher.  

 

3. Do your research and collect evidence. You must make notes from at least two 

different sources. Notes should be written in your jotter or this booklet.  

 

4. Present what information you have found out. You can choose to do an 

information poster or report (but a report/essay will be easier!).  

 

5. You should record what you are doing on the checklist in this booklet. This is 

a diary of what you have done and when you did it.  

 

My Question: 

  Write the question you have agreed with your teacher in the space below:  

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..... 

 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Explain why you have chosen this question:  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................... 
 
 



Where can you find information? 

 

Websites:  

http://www.sparticus.schoolnet.co.uk 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z2phvcw 

 

General websites for all units:  

 

Era of the Great War 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z8phvcw 

http://www.johnndclare.net 

http://www.firstworldwar.com 

 

Hitler and Nazi Germany  

http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/riseofhitler 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/znk9q6f 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/nazi%20germany.htm 

 

Changing Britain  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z7vycdm/resources/1  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/history/1830_1930/  

Textbooks  

Use the textbooks in class to help you conduct your research 

You can also use the school library or your local public library for books and 

textbooks not mentioned here. The school library has excellent resources.  

http://sparticus.schoolnet.co.uk/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z2phvcw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z8phvcw
http://www.johnndclare.net/
http://www.firstworldwar.com/
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/riseofhitler
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/znk9q6f
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/nazi%20germany.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z7vycdm/resources/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/history/1830_1930/


How do I collect evidence? 

Collect evidence from sources such as:  

• Websites  

• Books 

• TV, DVD, films  

• Letters, photographs, diaries etc.  

 

You must include evidence from at least two different sources.  

Try to take detailed notes. These notes should show that you have collected 

information which helps you answer your question. Write your notes in your 

jotter. Record the sources you have used together with quotes or key points in 

the boxes below.  

 

Source Record 1  

Type of Source:  

 

 

 

Author:  

Location (e.g. web, library):  

 

 

 

Date written/published:  

Type of source (e.g. book, 

website)  

 

Primary or secondary source 

(circle which one) 

Quote/key point:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Source Record 2  

Type of source:  

 

 

Author:  

 

 

 

Location (e.g. web, library):  

 

 

 

Date written/published: 

Type of source (e.g. book, 

photograph):  

 

 

Primary or secondary source 

(circle which one).  

Quote/Key point:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may use more sources. These can be recorded in your jotter.  

 

What’s next? 

 

If you have asked a question about why something happened, you should 

organise your evidence into different reasons why that event happened  

 

OR  

 

If you have asked a question about the impact of an event, you should organise 

your information into different ways in which things changed because of that 

event.  



You need to identify three factors – things you are going to mention when you 

answer your question. Then you need to say at least two things about each 

factor. Next you need to give more detail about at least two of the causes or 

impacts (things you are going to mention) of the event you chose.  

 

Use the following planning table to help you. Your teacher will provide an 

example to help you:  

Content Planning Sheet:  

Factors:  Two points to 

describe each factor 

(context) 

Cause or impact of 

this factor? 

1.  

 

 

 

 

•       

 

          

 

•       

 

 

 

 

2.  •       

 

 

 

•       

 

 

 

 

3.  •       

 

 

          

•       

 

 

 

 

 



And Finally? 

 

Present what you have found out and answer your question. Remember to go back 

to your question and answer it directly. Explain your main points clearly. Give your 

conclusion and reasons why you have reached your conclusion.  

 

My Checklist:  

 

I have…. Achieved 

(tick)  

Date Teacher 

initials  

 

 

Chosen a question and agreed it with my 

teacher  

   

Collected relevant evidence from at least 

two sources  

   

Organised information in a logical and 

coherent order.  

   

Identified at least three key factors    

Gave at least two points which describe 

each factor.  

   

Described at least two causes or impacts of 

my chosen theme or event.  

   

Clearly written my ideas     

Written a conclusion with evidence to back 

it up.  

   

Use a relevant vocabulary.     

 

 

This booklet is part of your assignment. You must hand it in with your report or 

poster to pass the assignment 

 


