


WHAT IS THE CHALLENGE?:

• Understand what a monologue is

• Read and watch examples of a monologue

• Write my own monologue using photographs as a 
stimulus

• Use the annotation key to annotate my monologue for 
performance, giving detail of which vocal techniques I 
would use in a live performance. 



WHAT IS A MONOLOGUE?

A MONOLOGUE is an extended speech spoken by one

character, either in a direct address to the audience; 

or to another character/s onstage. 

A MONOLOGUE reveals a character’s inner thoughts and 

feelings at a crucial or significant moment in the 

drama.

You will have seen monologues before in film and TV, lets 

look at some examples…



READ AND WATCH EXAMPLES OF 

MONOLOGUES

Here are 3…



FERRIS BUELLER’S DAY OFF

In this monologue we see the Character Ferris Bueller, who is talking about the pointlessness of school and how 
he manages to fake illness to stay off. There is a comedic mood and atmosphere to the speech.

They bought it. Incredible! One of the worst performances of my career and they never doubted it for a second. 
How could I possibly be expected to handle school on a day like this? This is my ninth sick day this semester. 
It's getting pretty tough coming up with new illnesses. If I go for ten, I'm probably gonna have to barf up a 
lung, so I'd better make this one count. The key to faking out the parents is the clammy hands. It's a good 
non-specific symptom. I'm a big believer in it. A lot of people will tell you that a good phony fever is a dead 
lock, but, uh, you get a nervous mother, you could wind up in a doctor's office. That's worse than school. You 
fake a stomach cramp, and when you're bent over, moaning and wailing, you lick your palms. It's a little 
childish and stupid, but then, so is high school.

Life moves pretty fast. If you don't stop and look around once in awhile, you could miss it. I do have a test today, 
that wasn't bull-s--t. It's on European socialism. I mean really, what's the point. I'm not European. I don't plan 
on being European, so who gives a crap if they're socialists. They could be fascist anarchists and it still 
wouldn't change the fact that I don't own a car. (Singing in shower) It's not that I condone fascism or any 'ism' 
for that matter. Ism's, in my opinion, are not good. A person should not believe in an 'ism,' he should believe 
in himself. I quote John Lennon: 'I don't believe in Beatles. I just believe in me.' A good point there. After all, 
he was the walrus. I could be the walrus. I'd still have to bum rides off of people.

Watch the speech here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KFVLWX7eEY&list=PLbEb562CLykEDlB41pzqtMMVhQmGbad1i&index=50

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KFVLWX7eEY&list=PLbEb562CLykEDlB41pzqtMMVhQmGbad1i&index=50


KATNISS EVERDEEN – THE HUNGER GAMES

In this monologue we Katniss Everdeen filming a video with her fellow rebels. The point of 
the video is to inspire other people to join them in the fight against the evil president 
Snow and his government. There is a sense of passion and determination to overcome 
tyranny in this speech.

“I want to tell the rebels that I am alive. That I'm right here in District Eight, where the 
Capitol has just bombed a hospital full of unarmed men, women and children. There 
will be no survivors." The shock I've been feeling begins to give way to fury. "I want to 
tell people that if you think for one second the Capitol will treat us fairly if there's a 
cease-fire, you're deluding yourself. Because you know who they are and what they do." 
My hands go out automatically, as if to indicate the whole horror around me. "This is 
what they do and we must fight back!"

"President Snow says he's sending a message. Well I have one for him. You can torture 
us and bomb and burn our districts to the ground, but do you see that?" One of the 
cameras follows where I point to the planes burning on the roof of a warehouse across 
from us. "Fire is catching!" I am shouting now, determined he will not miss a word of it, 
"And if we burn, you burn with us!”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTIVWEeMmzw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTIVWEeMmzw


BILLY ELLIOT

In this monologue we see working class boy Billy Elliot attend an audition with his dad 
to get into ballet school. He doesn’t have the technique but he has the love and 
the passion for dance, this really comes through in the monologue. The 
monologue is especially short but very powerful

Tutor 1: What does it feel like when you're dancing?
Billy: Don't know. Sorta feels good. Sorta stiff and that, but once I get going... then 
I like, forget everything. And... sorta disappear. Sorta disappear. Like I feel a 
change in my whole body. And I've got this fire in my body. I'm just there. Flyin' like 
a bird. Like electricity. Yeah, like electricity.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0tTT_87Hh8

Here you can watch a reimagining of this monologue as a song, in the musical Billy 
Elliot:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0IKFdA__qg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0tTT_87Hh8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0IKFdA__qg


THINK ABOUT THESE 3 MONOLOGUES FROM DIFFERENT 

GENRES. YOU COULD COPY OUT AND ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS TO GET YOU THINKING MORE DEEPLY ABOUT 

THEM.
1) What has happened before the monologue begins? 

2) Who is speaking?

3) Who are they speaking to? 

4) Where are they?

5) How do you know? 

6) What is the mood of the monologue?

7) What type of personality does the character have? 

8) What happens after the monologue ends? 

9) What is the character wearing? What is your reason for this answer? 
*Remember there are NO wrong answers in Drama, only opinions. You 
will be able to find textual clues in the text/stage directions to help you to 
answer the questions, and if you can’t…use your imagination to fill in the 
gaps!





WRITING YOUR OWN MONOLOGUE

Now let's explore the Stimulus you are going to use to write your monologue.

REMEMBER – a STIMULUS is a starting point for ideas!

The more deeply you think about the stimulus the better quality your monologue will 

be!

Consider the 3 stimuli below using the tasks on each slide.



1. THINKING ROUTINE - I SEE, I THINK, I WONDER

I SEE...

I THINK...

I WONDER...



2.5WS

Who could be looking at this sign?

What has happened?

Where are they? 

When is this taking place?

Why is it interesting?



Come up with a 
headlines to summarize 
this picture -

-----------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------
----------------------------------------

3.THINKING ROUTINE - HEADLINE



NOW IT’S YOUR TURN …TO CREATE A CHARACTER AND 

WRITE A MONOLOGUE BASED ON ONE OF THE PEOPLE 

IN THE PHOTOGRAPHS YOU HAVE JUST BEEN WORKING 

ON…
Choose one person from one stimulus that you can identify with in some 

way (This doesn’t mean they look like you!). They may be the same 
gender as you, they may remind you of someone you know, they may be 
in a situation that you can relate to. 

Look at the information you have gathered about the people in the 
photographs. Now focus in more detail on the person you have chosen. 
You might want to write out some detailed information about your 
imagined character before you start to write their monologue.



WRITE A CHARACTER CARD

NAME - (full name)- ______________________ AGE – ______

OCCUPATION - (job) - __________________________________

PERSONALITY – _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION – _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

FAMILY BACKGROUND – ___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



WRITING  A MONOLOGUE!

▪ 250 words (this will take approx. 3 minutes to 
perform)

▪ Only one person speaking. (someone else could 
say an opening line or be present onstage) 

▪ Significant information (climactic moment). E.g. 
the most tense and emotional moment

▪ Revelation – disclose something: a secret or a 
worry perhaps.



The Annotation Key

 You could annotate your monologue to help 
you to prepare it for presentation to an 
audience. 

/ = short pause

// = long pause

Word = emphasis

Word = emotion *use a different colour for each emotion

e.g. red – anger, green – jealousy).

Word = high pitch

Word = low pitch



An example of how to use the 
annotation key: 

Thanks./ Sorry/ only the man over there won’t stop talking./ I 

wanted to read this in peace. I couldn’t  concentrate./ He just 

kept going on and on about collections or something./ I 

normally don’t mind too much, only if you get a letter like this, 

you need all your concentration.// You can’t have people 

talking in your ear – especially when you’re trying to decipher 

writing like this. 



ENTER YOUR MONOLOGUE!

There are two ways to enter your monologue for this challenge. 

1) Write out your monologue, with annotations. Perform it to your self or someone in 
your house. Act out the character as realistically as possible. Try to show the 
emotions of the character using the voice notes you have put on the page. Take a 
clear picture of your written monologue and E-mail this to 
greer.ogston@whec.edin.sch.uk

2) Learn and FILM your self performing your monologue (you could get someone to 
help you do this) send the film clip as an attachment to 
greer.ogston@whec.edin.sch.uk or upload it to onedrive and share it with me.

The drama department will have a look at all submissions before deciding on a 
winner. 

GOOD LUCK!!!

mailto:greer.ogston@whec.edin.sch.uk

