
Mise en scene in media 



Learning Intention 

•To develop our 
understanding of mise
en scene and how it is 

used in film 



Success Criteria 

You will know you have been 
successful when: 

You have planned the mise en
scene for your own film brief 



Mise en scene 

•Translates from French to 
basically mean what is put 
into the scene or into the 

frame 



Like in novels… 

• In English, we tell you that every detail the writer tells 
you in the novel is there deliberately and that every 
word is considered and thought through. It is basically 
the same in film. The director thinks through all the 
different aspects of the scene. 

• The director will place different things in frame to help 
you to understand what is going and to manipulate 
your understanding. 



Mise en scene 

• Includes all the different things you can see and the clues that 
you are given by these. This includes: 

• Props 

• Costume 

• Colour and lighting (which we have looked at already) 

• Make up

• Facial expression 

• Body language 



Task 

•Read over the information about mise en scene 
in your workbooks. Highlight the key 
information. 

•Remember, highlighting a skill about selecting 
the key information. It is not an excuse to colour 
in. 

• If you highlight everything you essentially 
highlight nothing. 



Setting 

•Setting – the location where the film 
takes place. Film makers send a lot of 
time and money on finding the perfect 
setting for their film. Setting can be used 
to manipulate the audience, or to 
reaffirm expectations. 



Location scouts 

•Believe it or not, it is someone’s 
specific job to find the location 
for a film. They will travel to 
different areas and decide on 
the suitability for that location. 





Lord of the Rings 



Trainspotting 

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/whats-
on/entertainment/in-pictures-trainspotting-2-filming-in-
muirhouse-1-4125625



Props 

• The physical stuff in the film scene. Often refers to 
something that will play a part in the action and give us a 
clue about what happens. 

• For example (turn away if you don’t like blood) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqNh8BQ0pt8

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ruw9fsh3PNY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqNh8BQ0pt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ruw9fsh3PNY


Costumes 

•What the characters are 
wearing – instantly tells us 
something about the 
character. 



What do the following tell us? 



Make Up 

•Refers to make mu like we know it 
but also the use of costume make 
up to create looks of blood, gore 
and injuries. 



Example 



Facial Expression 

• Just like in everyday conversation, our facial 
expressions tell us a lot about how a person is feeling. 

•How is each character feeling, based on their facial 
expression? 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPmxsRDSmTc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPmxsRDSmTc


Body Language 

•The body language of an actor can give a 
clear indication to the audience of social 
status; emotional state; thoughts and 
feelings. Some films require realistic 
body language, others (like musicals) 
require something more stylised. 



What does the body language tell us? 

•https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=nn3I6-DBLJM
•https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=9GnV18-7UvU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nn3I6-DBLJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GnV18-7UvU


Positioning of the characters 

a) in the foreground – we as the audience should accept this as an 
important character or object, whilst activity or objects in the 
background should be less important.

b) A moving body or object on a stationary back ground will 
immediately call attention to itself.

c) Even spacing across a frame balances the shot / crowding to one 
side unbalances the shot.

d) physical positioning of characters to show mood – arguing people 
will be at distance (physical distance reflects the emotional distance).


