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Conclusion:

Most historians would agree that WW2 had a 

significant effect on the public’s expectations of 

the role of Government in their lives. Even the 

Ministry of Health accepted that there could be 

‘no return to the pre-war position’….

Complete the rest of this paragraph.



The Beveridge Report

LI: How did the Labour 

Government plan to rid Britain of 

poverty post WW2?



The Beveridge Report (see Q9.)

• Beveridge part 1

• Beveridge part 2

• Who was William Beveridge?

• What were his findings?

• Why financial worries did the UK have after 
WW2?

• Who was Maynard Keynes?

• When did Britain finally pay back their loans from 
WW2?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lurGssKn7PA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PBvCvIFrgI


LI: How revolutionary were the 

Labour Party’s reforms?



What is a ‘welfare state’ 

• For the first time, the Government was taking 

responsibility for citizens from ‘cradle to the 

grave’. No one should fall into poverty.

• The Liberal Reforms were only supposed to be a 

helping hand to assist people to help 

themselves. 

How far did the Liberal Government succeed in establishing a welfare state?

- What is it? And no they did not because that wasn’t their intention.



Labour Manifesto 1945

Some historians argue that the reforms 
were based on the achievements of previous 
governments, especially the Liberals 1906-
1914, the National Government of the 1930s 
and the Wartime coalition 1940 – 1945. 

Evolutionary rather than revolutionary?? 



Welfare help before 1945?

• National Insurance 

Schemes - Health 

and Unemployment 

• Unemployment 

Assistance Boards 

1930s

• Government funded 

schools in every town

• Free school milk

• Not available for 

everyone

• Varied support 

depending on town

• Only help for the very 

poorest sections



Mary McNeil, age 21

• It was a common wedding gift for 

someone to pay to have all your teeth 

extracted. ‘Now I wouldn’t have to worry 

about toothache or paying dentist bills 

when we didn’t have much money as 

young marrieds’.



How did the War help establish a Welfare state?

The Government organised the rationing of food, 

clothing and fuel. They gave extra milk and meals 

to expectant mothers and children. Evacuation of 

inner city children alerted the middle classes of the 

extent of poverty in industrial slums. City bombings 

meant vast areas had to be rebuilt. Free 

immunisation against disease, and medical 

treatment for the wounded soldiers and injured 

civilians paved the way for an NHS. The public 

were now used to paying taxes for increased 

Government expenditure.



Complete Q Why was the 

Beveridge Report important? 

P67



The Beveridge Report

WANT

LI: List and explain how the 

Labour Government tackled the 

first giant of poverty.



Chronic financial need for a basic 

standard of living





FAMILY ALLOWANCE ACT 1945

• 3 MILLION FAMILIES

• Helped bigger families with 2 or more 

children

• Paid to mothers, not fathers

• *started by wartime coalition



THE INDUSTRIAL INJURIES ACT 

1946

• Previously had been expensive to prove it 

was caused by the job.

• INJURED AT WORK = 45 SHILLINGS + 

16 SHILLINGS WIFE + 7 SHILLINGS 1ST

CHILD

• All workers covered by the government, 

not employer.



THE NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT 

1946

• Improved the old Liberal Act 1911 (Part 1 Health 
and Part 2 Unemployment)

• Covered all adults in work

• Compulsory contributions from worker, employer 
and Government.

• Entitled to sickness and unemployment benefit.

• Contributions took up 5% earnings.

• Had to make contributions for at least 10 years 
before withdrawing a pension. 

• Inc. retirement, widow’s pensions & maternity 
grant



Pensions

• Lowered to women at 60, 
men at 65

• Weekly contributions from 
worker, Government and 
employer

• Also pensions for widows 
and orphans.

• Still not enough to live on.

• By 1948 value reduced by 
inflation.



THE NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 

1948

• For people with low wages, a disability 

impeding them to work, or not in work.

• ‘needs test’ replaced by ‘means test’- more 

reflective of needs

• Government funded

• Nobody should fall into poverty

• Meant the workhouse

was not needed



Pensions

• Lowered to women at 60, 
men at 65

• Weekly contributions from 
worker, Government and 
employer

• Also pensions for widows 
and orphans.

• Still not enough to live on.

• By 1948 value reduced by 
inflation.



Was the solution to poverty 

successful?

• By including all workers and families in the 

benefits scheme, it seemed to be very 

helpful to those short of money.



The Beveridge Report

HEALTH

LI: List and explain how the 

Labour Government tackled 

disease.



Ill health was both a cause and a 

symptom of poverty.



3 Aims

• Universal Access for everyone

• Comprehensive – would treat all medical 

problems

• Free at point of use – (was and still is 

paid by NI payments).



How successful was the NHS?

• Inherited a lot of costly and out of date 

hospitals that needed remodelling

• Some doctors opposed

• Charges introduced eventually for 

prescriptions, spectacles and dental 

treatment

• Much opposition to the charges – against 

the principle 1st established



NHS A difficult beginning

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ywP8wjfOx4


The Beveridge Report

IGNORANCE

LI: List and explain how the 

Labour Government tackled 

education.



Problem?

• Varied standards of education across 

country, esp. secondary.

• Pressures from home to leave school.



Education Act 1944

• Compulsory secondary education to 15yrs.

• Can Labour take credit for this?

Reality very different from initial aim.



• Grammar school fees abolished – benefits 

middle classes.

• 11+ exam – decided type of secondary 

school

• Junior Secondary– leave school at 15, 

unskilled job. Inferior education.

• Senior Secondary 

• Reformed in 1960s



SQUALOR

LI: List and explain how the Labour 
Government housing.







• Aim: 200,000 new homes Lack of expensive raw 
materials

• 55,400 1646, 280,000 by 1948

• Prefab houses

• Council estates – gas, electricity, hot water, indoor 
toilets, gardens

• New Towns Act 1946 - Sometimes far away from friends, 
commute. 12 new towns built.

• Town and Country Planning Act – gave authorities 75% 
subsidy to buy new land and build homes.

• Council owned – avoids exploiting landlords

• Despite meeting target, not enough houses built – higher 
birth rate, serious shortage by 1951 750,000 built but 
750,000 still needed





IDLENESS

LI: List and explain how the Labour 
Government tackled unemployment.



Commitment to jobs for all.

• Nationalisation (roots in socialism) State 

owned industry – profits to the population, 

jobs for workers

• Need to recover industries provided jobs



Year Industry 

nationalised

1946 Bank of England

1947 Coal

1948 Roads, railways, 

electricity

1949 Gas

1950 Iron and Steel
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