
Initiatives to tackle crime 

Knife Crime 

• In 2005 the Violence Reduction Unit (VRU) was set up by Strathclyde 

Police to tackle knife crime - particularly in Glasgow. The aim was to 

treat knife crime more as a health issue than a criminal one. To do this 

they targeted schools and communities to educate people about knives 

as well as liaising with gang members to change their attitude towards 

knives.  

 

• Words 4 Weapons is a charity that has 30 knife surrender bins located at 

various sites across London. There are also bins available at several 

police stations. 

 

• In 2014, the SNP funded a huge campaign called ‘No Knives Better 

Lives’, aimed at raising awareness of the consequences of knife crime. 

 

• Carrying a knife in the UK carries a custodial sentence of up to 5 years 

in prison, even if you do not use it.  

 

•  In 2019, Police in England and Wales were given greater stop and 

search powers to tackle rising knife crime. 

 

• Under current UK laws, it is illegal for anyone to sell a knife to someone 

who is under 18 years of age 

 

• The Home Office has announced that six UK companies will receive 

funding amounting to £460,000 to fast-track new technologies that can 

help to detect people carrying knives in crowded places. 

 

• Glasgow-based charity Medics Against Violence is an organisation set 

up by medical staff who deal with the victims of violent crime – they go 

into schools and give talks on how to stay safe 

Find three relevant statistics or facts about knife crime in the UK and or 

Scotland (leave the other boxes blank) 
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Driving offences 

• In 2014 a new law come into force which makes the legal drink-drive 

limit in Scotland lower than elsewhere in the UK. The change reduces 

the legal alcohol limit from 80mg to 50mg in every 100ml of blood.  

 

• Police use fixed and mobile speed cameras to prevent and catch 

excessive speeding on roads across the UK.  

 

▪ A joint Scottish Government and Road Safety Scotland campaign, “In 

Town, Slow Down”. The initiative aims to address the increase in the 

number of pedestrians killed or seriously injured in Scotland over the 

past year, particularly in city centres and rural roads. 

▪ Police are cracking down on mobile phone use behind the wheel, with 

£200 roadside fines and six penalty points handed out from 1 March 

2017. 

▪ Legislation passed in September 2006 means children under certain 

heights must be in the appropriate car seat, parents who break this law 

can be fined or imprisoned. 

 

▪ In Court, drivers can be disqualified from driving if found guilty of traffic 

offences and, for those who obtain six penalty points within two years of 

passing their test, the revocation of their driving licence. In addition to 

this, those that have two driving convictions can have their vehicle 

seized.  

 

▪ Safe Drive Stay Alive is a police force led programme aimed at 

delivering hard hitting and emotive educational programmes to raise 

awareness of the dangers of careless and dangerous driving 

 

▪ Road Traffic Act 1988 allows drivers to be breathalysed at the side of the 

road if police suspect they are under the influence of alcohol or drugs 

Find three relevant statistics or facts about driving offences in the UK and or 

Scotland (leave the other boxes blank) 
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• In 2018 the SNP Government introduced the 

Alcohol Minimum Pricing Act 2012 in 

Scotland. This means that alcohol can only be sold at a minimum of 

50p per unit and was aimed at tackling the easy access to high 

strength, low cost alcohol. 

 

• The County Lines Coordination Centre, based in Birmingham, is 

aimed at developing a national intelligence picture of the drugs 

networks across England and Wales.  

 

• Anyone found to be purchasing alcohol for a person under the age of 

18 may be fined £5000 or sentenced up to 3 months in prison 

 

• The Alcohol etc. (Scotland) Act 2010 has amended the core hours 

during which stores and supermarkets can sell alcohol. Scotland 

currently restricts the purchase of alcohol between the hours of 

22:00 and 10:00. 

 

• Border Force officers and agents work to secure our borders and 

preventing drugs from being successfully trafficked into the country. 

 

• The Alcohol (Scotland) Act 2010 put into law a ban on multi-buy 

discounts such as ‘three for two’ or ‘25 per cent off when you buy six 

 

• The Licensing Act 2003 gives powers to police to confiscate alcohol 

from people drinking in public places and increases the police’s 

power to immediately close a problem licensed venue. 

 

• Challenge 25 is a Government created but supermarket driven 

initiative aimed at tackling underage drinking 

 

Find three relevant statistics or facts about alcohol/drug offences in the UK 

and or Scotland (leave the other boxes blank) 
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• In 2015, Police launched the ‘Run, Hide, Tell’ 

campaign, advising the public what they should 

do in the event of an attack 

 

• Counter-Terrorism Act 2008 contains a list of offences which a judge 

could conclude to having 'a terrorist connection’. For example, MP Jo 

Cox was murdered by a right-wing fanatic. He was charged with 

politically motivated murder (terrorism) 

 

• Counterterrorism policing launched the ‘ACT’ campaign, urging 

members of the public to report any suspicious activity to prevent 

attacks 

 

• In 2003 the UK Government introduced a terrorist tackling strategy 

called CONTEST. The focus is the four P’s – Prevent, Pursue, Protect, 

Prepare.  

 

• The National Counter Terrorism Security Office (NaCTSO) is a police 

unit that supports the ‘protect and prepare’ strands of the government’s 

counter terrorism strategy. 

 

• Prison within prison separation centres were launched in 2017 to keep 

the most influential extremist prisoners from radicalising the broader 

prison population 

 

• The Government have a public terror threat level which they will change 

depending on the threat of terror. It ranges from low to severe.  

 

• Survivors Against Terror is a network of family members who have lost 

a loved one to terror and survivors of terror attacks. The mission is to 

help the country tackle terrorism more effectively and ensure victims 

and their families get the support they deserve. 

Find three relevant statistics or facts about terrorist offences in the UK and or 

Scotland (leave the other boxes blank) 
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Hate Crime 

• The Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications 

(Scotland) Act 2012 was an Act of the Scottish Parliament which created 

new criminal offences concerning sectarian behaviour at football 

games. The Act was repealed on 20 April 2018. 

 

• The law says that judges can give people a longer time in prison or a 

larger fine if the crime is a hate crime. 

 

• Kick It Out is football's equality and inclusion organisation and for over 

20 years has worked throughout the football, educational and 

community sectors to ‘kick out’ hate crime 

 

• To ensure anyone can report Hate Crimes, Police Scotland works in 

partnership with a wide variety of partners who perform the role of 3rd 

Party Reporting Centres. 

 

• Action Against Hate is the UK Government’s plan for tackling hate crime 

and has a targeted agenda for reducing hate crime by 2020 

 

• National Hate Crime Awareness Week 2019 will take place from 12th – 

19th October 2019 and aims to raise public awareness of the extent and 

impact of hate crime in the UK 

 

•  

 

 

Find three relevant statistics or facts about hate crime in the UK and or 

Scotland (leave the other boxes blank) 
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• Domestic Abuse Protection Orders were 

introduced to better shield victims against 

further abuse by enabling courts to impose a range of conditions on 

abusers such as rehab or tagging 

 

• The Domestic Abuse Bill was introduced in 2019 to provide better 

support for victims of abuse 

 

• The Child First in partnership with Women’s Aid led a campaign to 

stop avoidable child deaths and make sure children are put first in 

the family courts 

 

• Clare’s Law – designed to protect potential victims of domestic 

abuse by allowing them to request information from the police about 

their partner’s past, or that of a person of concern to them. 

  

Find three relevant statistics or facts about terrorist offences in the UK and or 

Scotland 

 

Police ------ 

Court ------ 

Government ------ 

Other ------ 

  

  

  


